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REFERENCES IN TEXT
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text, is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 110432, which
was approved Oct. 16, 2008.
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AMENDMENTS

2005—Pub. L. 109-59, title X, §10303(a), Aug. 10, 2005,
119 Stat. 1940, which directed amendment of the table of
sections for chapter 301 by adding item 30128, without
specifying the title to be amended, was executed to the
table of sections for this chapter, to reflect the prob-
able intent of Congress.

Pub. L. 109-59, title X, §10208(b), Aug. 10, 2005, 119
Stat. 1936, added item 30106.

2000—Pub. L. 106-414, §5(b)(2), Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat.
1804, added item 30170.

1998—Pub. L. 105-178, title VII, §7104(b), June 9, 1998,
112 Stat. 467, added item 30105.

SUBCHAPTER I—GENERAL
§30101. Purpose and policy

The purpose of this chapter is to reduce traffic
accidents and deaths and injuries resulting from
traffic accidents. Therefore it is necessary—

(1) to prescribe motor vehicle safety stand-
ards for motor vehicles and motor vehicle
equipment in interstate commerce; and

(2) to carry out needed safety research and
development.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 941.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggffg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30101 .......... 15:1381. Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§1, 80 Stat. 718.

The words ‘‘Congress hereby declares that’, ‘‘to per-
sons”’, and ‘‘Congress determines that’’ are omitted as
surplus. The words ‘“‘motor vehicle’’ before ‘‘equip-
ment’’ are added for consistency. The words ‘‘and to ex-
pand the national driver register’ are omitted because

180 in original. Does not conform to section catchline.
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section 401 of the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle
Safety Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-563, 80 Stat. 730), the
only section in this law related to the national driver
register, was superseded by the National Driver Reg-
ister Act of 1982 (Public Law 97-364, 96 Stat. 1740).

SHORT TITLE OF 2007 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 110-140, title I, §101, Dec. 19, 2007, 121 Stat.
1498, provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [subtitle A
(§§101-113) of title I of Pub. L. 110-140, enacting section
32304A of this title, amending sections 32308, 32901 to
32904, 32905, 32906, 32908, and 32912 of this title, and en-
acting provisions set out as notes under sections 32902,
32904, and 32908 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Ten-
in-Ten Fuel Economy Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2005 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 109-59, title IV, §4001, Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat.
1714, provided that: ‘“This title [see Tables for classi-
fication] may be cited as the ‘Motor Carrier Safety Re-
authorization Act of 2005’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 2000 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 106414, §1, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1800, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [enacting section 30170 of this
title, amending sections 30115, 30117, 30118, 30120, 30165,
and 30166 of this title, and enacting provisions set out
as notes under sections 30111, 30115, 30118, 30123, and
30127 of this title] may be cited as the ‘Transportation
Recall Enhancement, Accountability, and Documenta-
tion (TREAD) Act’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1998 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 105-178, title VII, §7101, June 9, 1998, 112 Stat.
465, provided that: ‘‘This subtitle [subtitle A
(§§7101-7107) of title VII of Pub. L. 105-178, enacting sec-
tion 30105 of this title, amending sections 30104, 30114,
30120, 30123, 30127, 32102, 32304, and 32705 of this title, and
enacting provisions set out as notes under this section
and sections 30114 and 30127 of this title] may be cited
as the ‘National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion Reauthorization Act of 1998’.”

SHORT TITLE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 104152, §1, July 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 1384, pro-
vided that: ‘“This Act [amending sections 30501 to 30505
and 33109 of this title and enacting provisions set out as
a note under section 30502 of this title] may be cited as
the ‘Anti-Car Theft Improvements Act of 1996’.”

SIDE-IMPACT CRASH PROTECTION RULEMAKING

Pub. L. 109-59, title X, §10302, Aug. 10, 2005, 119 Stat.
1940, provided that:

‘‘(a) RULEMAKING.—The Secretary [of Transportation]
shall complete a rulemaking proceeding under chapter
301 of title 49, United States Code, to establish a stand-
ard designed to enhance passenger motor vehicle occu-
pant protection, in all seating positions, in side impact
crashes. The Secretary shall issue a final rule by July
1, 2008.

““(b) DEADLINES.—If the Secretary determines that
the deadline for a final rule under this section cannot
be met, the Secretary shall—

‘(1) notify the Senate Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation and the House of Rep-
resentatives Committee on Energy and Commerce
and explain why that deadline cannot be met; and

‘“(2) establish a new deadline.”

VEHICLE BACKOVER AVOIDANCE TECHNOLOGY STUDY;
NONTRAFFIC INCIDENT DATA COLLECTION

Pub. L. 109-59, title X, §§10304, 10305, Aug. 10, 2005, 119
Stat. 1940, 1941, provided that:
“SEC. 10304. VEHICLE BACKOVER AVOIDANCE
TECHNOLOGY STUDY.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator of the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administration shall conduct a
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study of effective methods for reducing the incidence of
injury and death outside of parked passenger motor ve-
hicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of not more
than 10,000 pounds attributable to movement of such
vehicles. The Administrator shall complete the study
within 1 year after the date of enactment of this Act
[Aug. 10, 2005] and report its findings to the Senate
Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
and the House of Representatives Committee on Energy
and Commerce not later than 15 months after the date
of enactment of this Act.

“(b) SPECIFIC ISSUES To BE COVERED.—The study re-
quired by subsection (a) shall—

(1) include an analysis of backover prevention
technology;

‘(2) identify, evaluate, and compare the available
technologies for detecting people or objects behind a
motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of
not more than 10,000 pounds for their accuracy, effec-
tiveness, cost, and feasibility for installation; and

‘(3) provide an estimate of cost savings that would
result from widespread use of backover prevention
devices and technologies in motor vehicles with a
gross vehicle weight rating of not more than 10,000
pounds, including savings attributable to the preven-
tion of—

““(A) injuries and fatalities; and
‘(B) damage to bumpers and other motor vehicle
parts and damage to other objects.

“SEC. 10305. NONTRAFFIC INCIDENT DATA COLLEC-
TION.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—In conjunction with the study re-
quired in section 10304, the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration shall establish a method to col-
lect and maintain data on the number and types of in-
juries and deaths involving motor vehicles with a gross
vehicle weight rating of not more than 10,000 pounds in
non-traffic incidents.

“(b) DATA COLLECTION AND PUBLICATION.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation shall publish the data col-
lected under subsection (a) no less frequently than bi-
ennially.”

STUDY ON INTERIOR DEVICE TO RELEASE TRUNK LID

Pub. L. 105-178, title VII, §7106(e), June 9, 1998, 112
Stat. 469, required the National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration to conduct a study of the benefits to
motor vehicle drivers of a regulation to require the in-
stallation in a motor vehicle of an interior device to re-
lease the trunk lid and to submit a report on the re-
sults of the study to the Committee on Commerce of
the House of Representatives and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate
not later than 18 months after June 9, 1998.

NATIONAL HIGHWAY TRAFFIC SAFETY ADMINISTRATION
AUTHORIZATION ACT OF 1991

Pub. L. 102-240, title II, part B, Dec. 18, 1991, 105 Stat.
2081, as amended by Pub. L. 103-272, §7(b), July 5, 1994,
108 Stat. 1379, provided that:

“SEC. 2500. SHORT TITLE.

“This part may be cited as the ‘National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration Authorization Act of
1991°.

“[SEC. 2501. Repealed. Pub. L. 103-272, §7(b), July 5,

1994, 108 Stat. 1379.]

“SEC. 2502. GENERAL PROVISIONS.
‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—As used in this part—

‘(1) the term ‘bus’ means a motor vehicle with mo-
tive power, except a trailer, designed for carrying
more than 10 persons;

‘“(2) the term ‘multipurpose passenger vehicle’
means a motor vehicle with motive power (except a
trailer), designed to carry 10 persons or fewer, which
is constructed either on a truck chassis or with spe-
cial features for occasional off-road operation;

‘(3) the term ‘passenger car’ means a motor vehicle
with motive power (except a multipurpose passenger
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vehicle, motorcycle, or trailer), designed for carrying
10 persons or fewer;

‘“(4) the term ‘truck’ means a motor vehicle with
motive power, except a trailer, designed primarily for
the transportation of property or special purpose
equipment; and

‘() the term ‘Secretary’ means the Secretary of
Transportation.

*“(b) PROCEDURE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in paragraph
(2), any action taken under section 2503 shall be
taken in accordance with the applicable provisions of
the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of
1966 ([formerly] 15 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.).

¢“(2) SPECIFIC PROCEDURE.—

‘“(A) INITIATION.—To initiate an action under sec-
tion 2503, the Secretary shall, not later than May
31, 1992, publish in the Federal Register an advance
notice of proposed rulemaking or a notice of pro-
posed rulemaking, except that if the Secretary is
unable to publish such a notice by such date, the
Secretary shall by such date publish in the Federal
Register a notice that the Secretary will begin such
action by a certain date which may not be later
than January 31, 1993 and include in such notice the
reasons for the delay. A notice of delayed action
shall not be considered agency action subject to ju-
dicial review. If the Secretary publishes an advance
notice of proposed rulemaking, the Secretary is not
required to follow such notice with a notice of pro-
posed rulemaking if the Secretary determines on
the basis of such advanced notice and the com-
ments received thereon that the contemplated ac-
tion should not be taken under the provisions of the
National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of
1966 ([formerly] 15 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.), including the
provisions of section 103 of such Act ([formerly] 15
U.S.C. 1392), and if the Secretary publishes the rea-
sons for such determination consistent with chap-
ter b of title 5, United States Code.

‘“(B) COMPLETION.—

‘(i) PERIOD.—Action under paragraphs (1)
through (4) of section 2503 which was begun under
subparagraph (A) shall be completed within 26
months of the date of publication of an advance
notice of proposed rulemaking or 18 months of the
date of publication of a notice of proposed rule-
making. The Secretary may extend for any rea-
son the period for completion of a rulemaking ini-
tiated by the issuance of a notice of proposed
rulemaking for not more than 6 months if the
Secretary publishes the reasons for such exten-
sion. The extension of such period shall not be
considered agency action subject to judicial re-
view.

“(ii) ACTION.—A rulemaking under paragraphs
(1) through (4) of section 2503 shall be considered
completed when the Secretary promulgates a
final rule or when the Secretary decides not to
promulgate a rule (which decision may include
deferral of the action or reinitiation of the ac-
tion). The Secretary may not decide against pro-
mulgation of a final rule because of lack of time
to complete rulemaking. Any such rulemaking
actions shall be published in the Federal Register,
together with the reasons for such decisions, con-
sistent with chapter 5 of title 5, United States
Code, and the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle
Safety Act of 1966 [formerly 15 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.].

“‘(iii) SPECIAL RULE.—

‘(I) PERIOD.—Action under paragraph (5) of
section 2503 which was begun under subpara-
graph (A) shall be completed within 24 months
of the date of publication of an advance notice
of proposed rulemaking or a notice of proposed
rulemaking. If the Secretary determines that
there is a need for delay and if the public com-
ment period is closed, the Secretary may extend
the date for completion for not more than 6
months and shall publish in the Federal Reg-
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ister a notice stating the reasons for the exten-
sion and setting a date certain for completion
of the action. The extension of the completion
date shall not be considered agency action sub-
ject to judicial review.

“(IT) AcTION.—A rulemaking under paragraph
(5) of section 2503 shall be considered completed
when the Secretary promulgates a final rule
with standards on improved head injury protec-
tion.

“(C) STANDARD.—The Secretary may, as part of
any action taken under section 2503, amend any
motor vehicle safety standard or establish a new
standard under the National Traffic and Motor Ve-
hicle Safety Act of 1966 ([formerly] 15 U.S.C. 1381 et
seq.).

“SEC. 2503. MATTERS BEFORE THE SECRETARY.
“The Secretary shall address the following matters in
accordance with section 2502:

‘(1) Protection against unreasonable risk of roll-
overs of passenger cars, multipurpose passenger vehi-
cles, and trucks with a gross vehicle weight rating of
8,500 pounds or less and an unloaded vehicle weight of
5,500 pounds or less.

‘“(2) Extension of passenger car side impact protec-
tion to multipurpose passenger vehicles and trucks
with a gross vehicle weight rating of 8,500 pounds or
less and an unloaded vehicle weight of 5,500 pounds or
less.

““(8) Safety of child booster seats used in passenger
cars and other appropriate motor vehicles.

‘“(4) Improved design for safety belts.

“(5) Improved head impact protection from interior
components of passenger cars (i.e. roof rails, pillars,
and front headers).

“[SECS. 2504, 2505. Repealed. Pub. L. 103-272, §7(b), July
5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1379.]

“SEC. 2506. REAR SEATBELTS.

“The Secretary shall expend such portion of the
funds authorized to be appropriated under the Motor
Vehicle Information and Cost Savings Act ([formerly]
15 U.S.C. 1901 et seq.), for fiscal year 1993, as the Sec-
retary deems necessary for the purpose of disseminat-
ing information to consumers regarding the manner in
which passenger cars may be retrofitted with lap and
shoulder rear seatbelts.

“SEC. 2507. BRAKE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
FOR PASSENGER CARS.

“Not later than December 31, 1993, the Secretary, in
accordance with the National Traffic and Motor Vehi-
cle Safety Act of 1966 [formerly 15 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.],
shall publish an advance notice of proposed rulemaking
to consider the need for any additional brake perform-
ance standards for passenger cars, including antilock
brake standards. The Secretary shall complete such
rulemaking (in accordance with section
2502(b)(2)(B)(ii)) not later than 36 months from the date
of initiation of such advance notice of proposed rule-
making. In order to facilitate and encourage innova-
tion and early application of economical and effective
antilock brake systems for all such vehicles, the Sec-
retary shall, as part of the rulemaking, consider any
such brake system adopted by a manufacturer.

“[SEC. 2508. Repealed. Pub. L. 103-272, §7(b), July 5,
1994, 108 Stat. 1379.]

“SEC. 2509. HEAD INJURY IMPACT STUDY.

“The Secretary, in the case of any head injury pro-
tection matters not subject to section 2503(5) for which
the Secretary is on the date of enactment of this Act
[Dec. 18, 1991] examining the need for rulemaking and
is conducting research, shall provide a report to Con-
gress by the end of fiscal year 1993 identifying those
matters and their status. The report shall include a
statement of any actions planned toward initiating
such rulemaking no later than fiscal year 1994 or 1995
through use of either an advance notice of proposed
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rulemaking or a notice of proposed rulemaking and
completing such rulemaking as soon as possible there-
after.”

FUEL SYSTEM INTEGRITY STANDARD

Pub. L. 93492, title I, §108, Oct. 27, 1974, 88 Stat. 1482,
provided that:

‘‘(a) RATIFICATION OF STANDARD.—Federal Motor Ve-
hicle Safety Standard Number 301 (49 CFR 571.301-75;
Docket No. 73-20, Notice 2) as published on March 21,
1974 (39 F.R. 105688-10590) shall take effect on the dates
prescribed in such standard (as so published).

“‘(b) AMENDMENT OR REPEAL OF STANDARD.—The Sec-
retary may amend the standard described in subsection
(a) in order to correct technical errors in the standard,
and may amend or repeal such standard if he deter-
mines such amendment or repeal will not diminish the
level of motor vehicle safety.”

EX. ORD. NoO. 11357. ADMINISTRATION OF TRAFFIC AND
MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY THROUGH NATIONAL HIGHWAY
SAFETY BUREAU AND ITS DIRECTOR

Ex. Ord. No. 11357, June 6, 1967, 32 F.R. 8225, provided:

By virtue of the authority vested in me as President
of the United States by Section 201 of the Highway
Safety Act of 1966, as amended (80 Stat. 735, 943) [set
out as a note under section 401 of Title 23, Highways],
and by Section 3(f)(3) of the Department of Transpor-
tation Act (80 Stat. 932) [former 49 U.S.C. 1652(f)(3)], it
is hereby ordered that the provisions of the National
Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, as amend-
ed (80 Stat. 718, 943) [formerly 15 U.S.C. 1381 et seq.],
shall be carried out through the National Highway
Safety Bureau and the Director thereof.

LYNDON B. JOHNSON.
§30102. Definitions

(a) GENERAL DEFINITIONS.—In this chapter—

(1) ““dealer’” means a person selling and dis-
tributing new motor vehicles or motor vehicle
equipment primarily to purchasers that in
good faith purchase the vehicles or equipment
other than for resale.

(2) ‘““defect” includes any defect in perform-
ance, construction, a component, or material
of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle equip-
ment.

(3) ‘‘distributor’” means a person primarily
selling and distributing motor vehicles or
motor vehicle equipment for resale.

(4) ‘““interstate commerce’” means commerce
between a place in a State and a place in an-
other State or between places in the same
State through another State.

(5) “‘manufacturer’ means a person—

(A) manufacturing or assembling motor
vehicles or motor vehicle equipment; or

(B) importing motor vehicles or motor ve-
hicle equipment for resale.

(6) “motor vehicle”” means a vehicle driven
or drawn by mechanical power and manufac-
tured primarily for use on public streets,
roads, and highways, but does not include a
vehicle operated only on a rail line.

(7) “motor vehicle equipment’ means—

(A) any system, part, or component of a
motor vehicle as originally manufactured;

(B) any similar part or component manu-
factured or sold for replacement or improve-
ment of a system, part, or component, or as
an accessory or addition to a motor vehicle;
or

(C) any device or an article or apparel (ex-
cept medicine or eyeglasses prescribed by a
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licensed practitioner) that is not a system,
part, or component of a motor vehicle and is
manufactured, sold, delivered, offered, or in-
tended to be used only to safeguard motor
vehicles and highway users against risk of
accident, injury, or death.

(8) ‘“motor vehicle safety’ means the per-
formance of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment in a way that protects the public
against unreasonable risk of accidents occur-
ring because of the design, construction, or
performance of a motor vehicle, and against
unreasonable risk of death or injury in an ac-
cident, and includes nonoperational safety of a
motor vehicle.

(9) “motor vehicle safety standard’ means a
minimum standard for motor vehicle or motor
vehicle equipment performance.

(10) ‘““‘State” means a State of the United
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
the Northern Mariana Islands, Guam, Amer-
ican Samoa, and the Virgin Islands.

(11) ““United States district court” means a
district court of the United States, a United
States court for Guam, the Virgin Islands, and
American Samoa, and the district court for
the Northern Mariana Islands.

(b) LIMITED DEFINITIONS.—(1) In sections
30117(b), 30118-30121, and 30166(f) of this title—

(A) ‘“‘adequate repair’” does not include re-
pair resulting in substantially impaired oper-
ation of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment;

(B) ‘‘first purchaser’” means the first pur-
chaser of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment other than for resale;

(C) ‘“‘original equipment’ means motor vehi-
cle equipment (including a tire) installed in or
on a motor vehicle at the time of delivery to
the first purchaser;

(D) “‘replacement equipment’” means motor
vehicle equipment (including a tire) that is
not original equipment;

(E) a brand name owner of a tire marketed
under a brand name not owned by the manu-
facturer of the tire is deemed to be the manu-
facturer of the tire;

(F) a defect in original equipment, or non-
compliance of original equipment with a
motor vehicle safety standard prescribed
under this chapter, is deemed to be a defect or
noncompliance of the motor vehicle in or on
which the equipment was installed at the time
of delivery to the first purchaser;

(G) a manufacturer of a motor vehicle in or
on which original equipment was installed
when delivered to the first purchaser is
deemed to be the manufacturer of the equip-
ment; and

(H) a retreader of a tire is deemed to be the
manufacturer of the tire.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation may pre-
scribe regulations changing paragraph (1)(C),
(D), (F), or (G) of this subsection.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 941.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gsgtlisoez Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

30102(a)(1) .. | 156:1391(7). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§102(D)-(3),  (5)-(9), (D),
(12), 80 Stat. 718, 719.

15:1391(10). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§102(10), 80 Stat. 718; re-
stated Oct. 27, 1974, Pub.
L. 93492, §110(a), 88 Stat.
1484.

49 App.:1655(a)(6)(A). | Oct. 15, 1966, Pub. L. 89-670,
§6(a)(6)(A), 80 Stat. 938.

30102(a)(2) .. | 15:1391(11).

30102(a)(3) .. | 15:1391(6).

30102(a)(4) .. | 156:1391(9).

30102(a)(5) .. | 15:1391(5).

30102(a)(6) .. | 15:1391(3).

30102(a)(7) .. | 15:1391(4). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§102(4), 80 Stat. 718; re-
stated May 22, 1970, Pub.
L. 91-265, §2, 84 Stat. 262.

30102(a)(8) .. | 15:1391(1).

30102(a)(9) .. | 15:1391(2).

30102(a)(10) | 15:1391(8).

30102(a)(11) | 15:1391(12).

30102(b) ...... 15:1419. Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §159; added
Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §102(a), 88 Stat.
1476.

In subsection (a), the definitions apply to the entire
chapter because of references in 15:1421-1431 applying
15:1391-1420 to 15:1421-1431. Before clause (1), the words
““As used” are omitted as surplus. In clause (1), the text
of 15:1391(10) and 49 App.:1655(a)(6)(A) is omitted as sur-
plus because the complete name of the Secretary of
Transportation is used the first time the term appears
in a section. The words ‘‘selling and distributing’’ are
substituted for ‘‘who is engaged in the sale and dis-
tribution of”’ to eliminate unnecessary words. The word
“‘purposes’ is omitted as surplus. In clause (3), the
words ‘‘selling and distributing’”’ are substituted for
“‘engaged in the sale and distribution of’ to eliminate
unnecessary words. In clause (5)(A), the words ‘‘manu-
facturing or assembling’’ are substituted for ‘‘engaged
in the manufacturing or assembling of”’ to eliminate
unnecessary words. In clause (7), the words ‘‘physician
or other duly’ and ‘‘drivers, passengers, and other’ are
omitted as surplus. In clause (8), the words ‘‘is also pro-
tected” and ‘‘to persons’ are omitted as unnecessary.
In clause (9), the words ‘‘which is practicable, which
meets the need for motor vehicle safety and which pro-
vides objective criteria’ are omitted as unnecessary be-
cause of 15:1392(a) which is restated in section 30111 of
the revised title. In clauses (10) and (11), the words ‘‘the
Northern Mariana Islands’ are added because of section
502(a)(2) of the Covenant to Establish a Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands in Political Union
with the United States of America, as enacted by the
Act of March 24, 1976 (Public Law 94-241, 90 Stat. 268),
and as proclaimed to be in effect by the President on
January 9, 1978 (Proc. No. 4534, Oct. 24, 1977, 42 F.R.
56593). The words ‘‘the Canal Zone’ are omitted because
of the Panama Canal Treaty of 1977. In clause (10), the
word ‘‘means’ is substituted for ‘‘includes’ as being
more appropriate. The words ‘‘a State of the United
States’ are substituted for ‘‘each of the several States”
for consistency. The words ‘‘the Commonwealth of’” are
omitted as surplus. In clause (11), the word ‘Federal”
is omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘of the Common-
wealth of Puerto Rico’ are omitted as unnecessary be-
cause the district court of Puerto Rico is a district
court of the United States under 28:119.

In subsection (b)(1), before clause (A), the words ‘‘The
term” and ‘‘the term’ are omitted as surplus. In clause
(B), the words ‘“‘of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment’ are added for clarity. In clause (E), the
words ‘‘to be’ are added for consistency. The words
“marketed under such brand name’’ are omitted as sur-
plus. In clause (F), the words ‘‘a motor vehicle safety
standard prescribed under this chapter’” are added for
clarity and consistency. The word ‘‘noncompliance’ is
substituted for ‘‘failure to comply’ for consistency in
the chapter. In clause (G), the words ‘‘(rather than the
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manufacturer of such equipment)’”’ are omitted as sur-
plus. The words ‘‘deemed to be’ are substituted for
‘‘considered”” for consistency. In clause (H), the words
‘“‘which have been’’ are omitted as surplus.

Subsection (b)(2) is substituted for ‘‘Except as other-
wise provided in regulations of the Secretary’ for clar-
ity and because of the restatement.

LOW-SPEED ELECTRIC BICYCLES

Pub. L. 107-319, §2, Dec. 4, 2002, 116 Stat. 2776, provided
that: “For purposes of motor vehicle safety standards
issued and enforced pursuant to chapter 301 of title 49,
United States Code, a low-speed electric bicycle (as de-
fined in section 38(b) of the Consumer Product Safety
Act [15 U.S.C. 2085(b)]) shall not be considered a motor
vehicle as defined by section 30102(6) of title 49, United
States Code.”

§30103. Relationship to other laws

(a) UNIFORMITY OF REGULATIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation may not prescribe a
safety regulation related to a motor vehicle sub-
ject to subchapter I of chapter 135 of this title
that differs from a motor vehicle safety stand-
ard prescribed under this chapter. However, the
Secretary may prescribe, for a motor vehicle op-
erated by a carrier subject to subchapter I of
chapter 135, a safety regulation that imposes a
higher standard of performance after manufac-
ture than that required by an applicable stand-
ard in effect at the time of manufacture.

(b) PREEMPTION.—(1) When a motor vehicle
safety standard is in effect under this chapter, a
State or a political subdivision of a State may
prescribe or continue in effect a standard appli-
cable to the same aspect of performance of a
motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment only
if the standard is identical to the standard pre-
scribed under this chapter. However, the United
States Government, a State, or a political sub-
division of a State may prescribe a standard for
a motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment ob-
tained for its own use that imposes a higher per-
formance requirement than that required by the
otherwise applicable standard under this chap-
ter.

(2) A State may enforce a standard that is
identical to a standard prescribed under this
chapter.

(¢) ANTITRUST LAWS.—This chapter does not—

(1) exempt from the antitrust laws conduct
that is unlawful under those laws; or

(2) prohibit under the antitrust laws conduct
that is lawful under those laws.

(d) WARRANTY OBLIGATIONS AND ADDITIONAL
LEGAL RIGHTS AND REMEDIES.—Sections 30117(b),
30118-30121, 30166(f), and 30167(a) and (b) of this
title do not establish or affect a warranty obli-
gation under a law of the United States or a
State. A remedy under those sections and sec-
tions 30161 and 30162 of this title is in addition to
other rights and remedies under other laws of
the United States or a State.

(e) COMMON LAW LIABILITY.—Compliance with
a motor vehicle safety standard prescribed
under this chapter does not exempt a person
from liability at common law.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 943;

Pub. L. 104-88, title III, §308(j), Dec. 29, 1995, 109
Stat. 947.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
ggg;fgz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) I;gggfgz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30103(a) ...... 15:1392(g). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563, 30104 .......... 15:1392 (note). Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 102-240,
§§103(g), 105(a)(6), 116, 80 §2501(a), 105 Stat. 2081.
Stat. 720, 721, 727.
S0103() ... 15:1392(c). S%%%3?d)_1ggg’ §g;‘%; %igfg_c‘;’g%j In this section, before clause (1), the words ‘“‘to the
15, 1982, Pub. L. 97-331, §3, Secretary of Transportation for the National Highway
50103( 15:1405 96 Stat. 1619. Traffic Safety Administration” are substituted for
30103(33 ] 15:1394(2)(6). “For the National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
15:1410a(e). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563, tion” for clarity and consistency in the revised title
3% dsfiag)' 5136 §1§917%14(1§)’b161(1); and with other titles of the United States Code. The
33_4%2, C§§'102’(a)’ ’wg "gg reference to fiscal year 1992 is omitted as obsolete.
Stat. 1477, 1481.
15:1420. AMENDMENTS
30103(e) ...... 15:1397(k). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563, . )
§108(k), 80 Stat. 723; Oct. 1999—Pub. L. 106-39 substituted $98,313,500" for
31, 1988, Pub. L. 100-562, ¢¢$81,200,000°".
§2(b), 102 Stat. 2818, 1998—Pub. L. 105-178 reenacted section catchline

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘or the Transportation of
Explosives Act, as amended (18 U.S.C. 831-835)" are
omitted as obsolete because 18:831-835 have been re-
pealed. The word ‘‘prescribe’’ is substituted for ‘‘adopt”
for consistency. The words ‘“‘or continue in effect’” and
“In prescribing safety regulations’ are omitted as sur-
plus. The word ‘‘prescribed’ is substituted for ‘‘issued”
for consistency. The words ‘‘to comply’ and ‘‘Federal”’
are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘in effect’ are added
for clarity.

In subsection (b)(1), the word ‘‘Federal’’ is omitted as
surplus. The word ‘‘prescribe’’ is substituted for ‘‘either
to establish, or to continue in effect’” for consistency
and to eliminate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘stand-
ard prescribed under this chapter’ are substituted for
“Federal standard” for clarity. The words ‘‘However,
the United States . . . may prescribe’ are substituted
for ‘“Nothing in this section shall be construed to pre-
vent the Federal ... from establishing’’ for consist-
ency. The words ‘‘of a State’” are substituted for
‘“‘thereof”” for clarity. The word ‘‘standard’” is sub-
stituted for ‘‘safety requirement’ for consistency. The
words ‘‘performance requirement’ are substituted for
“‘standard of performance’ to avoid using ‘‘standard”
in 2 different ways.

Subsection (b)(2) is substituted for 15:1392(d) (2d sen-
tence) for consistency and to eliminate unnecessary
words.

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘be deemed to’’ and ‘‘of
the United States’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (d), the words ‘“United States’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘Federal” in 15:1420 for consistency. The
words ‘‘Consumer’ in 15:1420, ‘“‘not in lieu of” in
15:1410a(e) and 1420, and ‘‘not in substitution for’ in
15:1394(a)(6) are omitted as surplus. The word ‘‘other”’ is
added for clarity.

AMENDMENTS

1995—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-88 substituted ‘‘sub-
chapter I of chapter 135 for ‘‘subchapter II of chapter
105"’ in two places.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1995 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 104-88 effective Jan. 1, 1996,
see section 2 of Pub. L. 104-88, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 701 of this title.

§30104. Authorization of appropriations

There is authorized to be appropriated to the
Secretary $98,313,5600 for the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration to carry out this
part in each fiscal year beginning in fiscal year
1999 and ending in fiscal year 2001.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 944;
Pub. L. 105-178, title VII, §7102(a), June 9, 1998,
112 Stat. 465; Pub. L. 106-39, §1(a), July 28, 1999,
113 Stat. 206.)

without change and amended text generally. Prior to
amendment, text read as follows: ‘“‘The following
amounts may be appropriated to the Secretary of
Transportation for the National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration to carry out this chapter:
(1) $71,333,436 for the fiscal year ending September
30, 1993.
““(2) $74,044,106 for the fiscal year ending September
30, 1994.
““(3) $76,857,782 for the fiscal year ending September
30, 1995.”

§30105. Restriction on lobbying activities

(a) IN GENERAL.—No funds appropriated to the
Secretary for the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration shall be available for any
activity specifically designed to urge a State or
local legislator to favor or oppose the adoption
of any specific legislative proposal pending be-
fore any State or local legislative body.

(b) APPEARANCE AS WITNESS NOT BARRED.—
Subsection (a) does not prohibit officers or em-
ployees of the United States from testifying be-
fore any State or local legislative body in re-
sponse to the invitation of any member of that
legislative body or a State executive office.

(Added and amended Pub. L. 105-178, title VII,
§7104(a), (c), June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 466; Pub. L.
105-206, title IX, §9012(a), July 22, 1998, 112 Stat.
864.)

AMENDMENTS

1998—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105-178, § 7104(c), as added by
Pub. L. 105-206, inserted ‘‘for the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration’ after ‘‘Secretary’’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1998 AMENDMENT

Title IX of Pub. L. 105-206 effective simultaneously
with enactment of Pub. L. 105-178 and to be treated as
included in Pub. L. 105-178 at time of enactment, and
provisions of Pub. L. 105-178, as in effect on day before
July 22, 1998, that are amended by title IX of Pub. L.
105-206 to be treated as not enacted, see section 9016 of
Pub. L. 105-206, set out as a note under section 101 of
Title 23, Highways.

§30106. Rented or leased motor vehicle safety
and responsibility

(a) IN GENERAL.—An owner of a motor vehicle
that rents or leases the vehicle to a person (or
an affiliate of the owner) shall not be liable
under the law of any State or political subdivi-
sion thereof, by reason of being the owner of the
vehicle (or an affiliate of the owner), for harm to
persons or property that results or arises out of
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the use, operation, or possession of the vehicle
during the period of the rental or lease, if—

(1) the owner (or an affiliate of the owner) is
engaged in the trade or business of renting or
leasing motor vehicles; and

(2) there is no negligence or criminal wrong-
doing on the part of the owner (or an affiliate
of the owner).

(b) FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY LAWS.—Nothing
in this section supersedes the law of any State
or political subdivision thereof—

(1) imposing financial responsibility or in-
surance standards on the owner of a motor ve-
hicle for the privilege of registering and oper-
ating a motor vehicle; or

(2) imposing liability on business entities en-
gaged in the trade or business of renting or
leasing motor vehicles for failure to meet the
financial responsibility or liability insurance
requirements under State law.

(c) APPLICABILITY AND EFFECTIVE DATE.—Not-
withstanding any other provision of law, this
section shall apply with respect to any action
commenced on or after the date of enactment of
this section without regard to whether the harm
that is the subject of the action, or the conduct
that caused the harm, occurred before such date
of enactment.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the following
definitions apply:

(1) AFFILIATE.—The term ‘‘affiliate’” means a
person other than the owner that directly or
indirectly controls, is controlled by, or is
under common control with the owner. In the
preceding sentence, the term ‘‘control” means
the power to direct the management and poli-
cies of a person whether through ownership of
voting securities or otherwise.

(2) OWNER.—The term ‘‘owner’ means a per-
son who is—

(A) a record or beneficial owner, holder of
title, lessor, or lessee of a motor vehicle;

(B) entitled to the use and possession of a
motor vehicle subject to a security interest
in another person; or

(C) a lessor, lessee, or a bailee of a motor
vehicle, in the trade or business of renting or
leasing motor vehicles, having the use or
possession thereof, under a lease, bailment,
or otherwise.

(3) PERSON.—The term ‘‘person’ means any
individual, corporation, company, limited li-
ability company, trust, association, firm,
partnership, society, joint stock company, or
any other entity.

(Added Pub. L. 109-59, title X, §10208(a), Aug. 10,
2005, 119 Stat. 1935.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in
subsec. (c¢), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 109-59,
which was approved Aug. 10, 2005.

SUBCHAPTER II—STANDARDS AND
COMPLIANCE

§30111. Standards

(a) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS.—The Secretary of
Transportation shall prescribe motor vehicle
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safety standards. Each standard shall be prac-
ticable, meet the need for motor vehicle safety,
and be stated in objective terms.

(b) CONSIDERATIONS AND CONSULTATION.—When
prescribing a motor vehicle safety standard
under this chapter, the Secretary shall—

(1) consider relevant available motor vehicle
safety information;

(2) consult with the agency established
under the Act of August 20, 1958 (Public Law
85684, 72 Stat. 635), and other appropriate
State or interstate authorities (including leg-
islative committees);

(3) consider whether a proposed standard is
reasonable, practicable, and appropriate for
the particular type of motor vehicle or motor
vehicle equipment for which it is prescribed;
and

(4) consider the extent to which the standard
will carry out section 30101 of this title.

(c) COOPERATION.—The Secretary may advise,
assist, and cooperate with departments, agen-
cies, and instrumentalities of the United States
Government, States, and other public and pri-
vate agencies in developing motor vehicle safety
standards.

(d) EFFECTIVE DATES OF STANDARDS.—The Sec-
retary shall specify the effective date of a motor
vehicle safety standard prescribed under this
chapter in the order prescribing the standard. A
standard may not become effective before the
180th day after the standard is prescribed or
later than one year after it is prescribed. How-
ever, the Secretary may prescribe a different ef-
fective date after finding, for good cause shown,
that a different effective date is in the public in-
terest and publishing the reasons for the find-
ing.

(e) 5-YEAR PLAN FOR TESTING STANDARDS.—
The Secretary shall establish and periodically
review and update on a continuing basis a 5-year
plan for testing motor vehicle safety standards
prescribed under this chapter that the Secretary
considers capable of being tested. In developing
the plan and establishing testing priorities, the
Secretary shall consider factors the Secretary
considers appropriate, consistent with section
30101 of this title and the Secretary’s other du-
ties and powers under this chapter. The Sec-
retary may change at any time those priorities
to address matters the Secretary considers of
greater priority. The initial plan may be the 5-
year plan for compliance testing in effect on De-
cember 18, 1991.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 944.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

I;ggtlisgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30111(a) ...... 15:1392(a), (b), (e) Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
(1st sentence). §§102(13), 103(a)-(c), (e), (f),
107 (related to standards),
80 Stat. 719, 721.
30111(b) ...... 15:1391(13).
15:1392(f).
30111(c) ...... 15:1396 (related to
standards).
30111(d) ...... 15:1392(c), (e) (last
sentence).
30111(e) ...... 15:1392(j). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §103(j); added
Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L.
102-240, §2505, 105 Stat.
2084.
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In subsection (a), the words ‘‘shall prescribe’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘shall establish by order’ in 15:1392(a) and
“may by order’ in 15:1392(e) (1st sentence) for consist-
ency. The words ‘“‘amend or revoke’ in 15:1392(e) (1st
sentence) and 1397(b)(1) (last sentence) are omitted be-
cause they are included in ‘‘prescribe’’. The words ‘‘ap-
propriate Federal” in 15:1392(a) and ‘‘Federal” in
15:1392(e) (1st sentence) are omitted as surplus. The
words ‘‘established under this section’ are omitted be-
cause of the restatement. The text of 15:1392(b) is omit-
ted as surplus because 5:chs. 5, subch. II, and 7 apply
unless otherwise stated.

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘including the results
of research, development, testing and evaluation ac-
tivities conducted pursuant to this chapter’” are omit-
ted as surplus.

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘‘agency established
under the Act of August 20, 1958 (Public Law 85-684, 72
Stat. 635)”’ are substituted for 15:1391(13) and ‘‘the Vehi-
cle Equipment Safety Commission’ in 15:1392(f) because
of the restatement. The citation in parenthesis is in-
cluded only for information purposes.

In subsection (b)(4), the words ‘‘contribute to’’ are
omitted as surplus.

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘departments, agencies,
and instrumentalities of the United States Govern-
ment, States, and other public and private agencies”
are substituted for ‘‘other Federal departments and
agencies, and State and other interested public and pri-
vate agencies’” for consistency. The words ‘‘planning
and’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (d), the words ‘“The Secretary’ are
added for clarity. The words ‘‘effective date’” are sub-
stituted for ‘‘the date . . . is to take effect’” to elimi-
nate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘under this chap-
ter” are added for clarity. The words ‘However, the
Secretary may prescribe a different effective date’ are
substituted for ‘‘unless the Secretary’’ for clarity. The
word ‘‘different’” is substituted for ‘‘earlier or later” to
eliminate unnecessary words.

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘duties and powers’ are
substituted for ‘‘responsibilities’’, and the word
‘“‘change’ is substituted for ‘‘adjust’, and for clarity
and consistency in the revised title.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Act of August 20, 1958, referred to in subsec. (b)(2), is
set out as a note under former section 313 of Title 23,
Highways.

CHILD SAFETY STANDARDS FOR MOTOR VEHICLES

Pub. L. 110-189, Feb. 28, 2008, 122 Stat. 639, provided
that:

“SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

“This Act may be cited as the ‘Cameron Gulbransen
Kids Transportation Safety Act of 2007 or the ‘K.T.
Safety Act of 2007,

“SEC. 2. RULEMAKING REGARDING CHILD SAFETY.
‘‘(a) POWER WINDOW SAFETY.—

‘(1) CONSIDERATION OF RULE.—Not later than 18
months after the date of the enactment of this Act
[Feb. 28, 2008], the Secretary of Transportation (re-
ferred to in this Act as the ‘Secretary’) shall initiate
a rulemaking to consider prescribing or amending
Federal motor vehicle safety standards to require
power windows and panels on motor vehicles to auto-
matically reverse direction when such power windows
and panels detect an obstruction to prevent children
and others from being trapped, injured, or killed.

‘“(2) DEADLINE FOR DECISION.—If the Secretary de-
termines such safety standards are reasonable, prac-
ticable, and appropriate, the Secretary shall pre-
scribe, under section 30111 of title 49, United States
Code, the safety standards described in paragraph (1)
not later than 30 months after the date of enactment
of this Act. If the Secretary determines that no addi-
tional safety standards are reasonable, practicable,
and appropriate, the Secretary shall—
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““(A) not later than 30 months after the date of en-
actment of this Act, transmit a report to the Com-
mittee on Energy and Commerce of the House of
Representatives and the Committee on Commerce,
Science, and Transportation of the Senate describ-
ing the reasons such standards were not prescribed;
and

‘(B) publish and otherwise make available to the
public through the Internet and other means (such
as the ‘Buying a Safer Car’ brochure) information
regarding which vehicles are or are not equipped
with power windows and panels that automatically
reverse direction when an obstruction is detected.

‘“(b) REARWARD VISIBILITY.—Not later than 12 months
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 28,
2008], the Secretary shall initiate a rulemaking to re-
vise Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard 111
(FMVSS 111) to expand the required field of view to en-
able the driver of a motor vehicle to detect areas be-
hind the motor vehicle to reduce death and injury re-
sulting from backing incidents, particularly incidents
involving small children and disabled persons. The Sec-
retary may prescribe different requirements for dif-
ferent types of motor vehicles to expand the required
field of view to enable the driver of a motor vehicle to
detect areas behind the motor vehicle to reduce death
and injury resulting from backing incidents, particu-
larly incidents involving small children and disabled
persons. Such standard may be met by the provision of
additional mirrors, sensors, cameras, or other tech-
nology to expand the driver’s field of view. The Sec-
retary shall prescribe final standards pursuant to this
subsection not later than 36 months after the date of
enactment of this Act.

““(c) PHASE-IN PERIOD.—

‘(1) PHASE-IN PERIOD REQUIRED.—The safety stand-
ards prescribed pursuant to subsections (a) and (b)
shall establish a phase-in period for compliance, as
determined by the Secretary, and require full compli-
ance with the safety standards not later than 48
months after the date on which the final rule is is-
sued.

‘“(2) PHASE-IN PRIORITIES.—In establishing the
phase-in period of the rearward visibility safety
standards required under subsection (b), the Sec-
retary shall consider whether to require the phase-in
according to different types of motor vehicles based
on data demonstrating the frequency by which var-
ious types of motor vehicles have been involved in
backing incidents resulting in injury or death. If the
Secretary determines that any type of motor vehicle
should be given priority, the Secretary shall issue
regulations that specify—

“(A) which type or types of motor vehicles shall
be phased-in first; and

“(B) the percentages by which such motor vehi-
cles shall be phased-in.

‘“(d) PREVENTING MOTOR VEHICLES FROM ROLLING
AWAY.—

‘(1) REQUIREMENT.—Each motor vehicle with an
automatic transmission that includes a ‘park’ posi-
tion manufactured for sale after September 1, 2010,
shall be equipped with a system that requires the
service brake to be depressed before the transmission
can be shifted out of ‘park’. This system shall func-
tion in any starting system key position in which the
transmission can be shifted out of ‘park’.

‘(2) TREATMENT AS MOTOR VEHICLE SAFETY STAND-
ARD.—A violation of paragraph (1) shall be treated as
a violation of a motor vehicle safety standard pre-
scribed under section 30111 of title 49, United States
Code, and shall be subject to enforcement by the Sec-
retary under chapter 301 of such title.

¢‘(3) PUBLICATION OF NONCOMPLIANT VEHICLES.—

“‘(A) INFORMATION SUBMISSION.—Not later than 60
days after the date of the enactment of this Act
[Feb. 28, 2008], for the current model year and annu-
ally thereafter through 2010, each motor vehicle
manufacturer shall transmit to the Secretary the
make and model of motor vehicles with automatic
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transmissions that include a ‘park’ position that do

not comply with the requirements of paragraph (1).

‘(B) PUBLICATION.—Not later than 30 days after
receiving the information submitted under subpara-
graph (A), the Secretary shall publish and other-
wise make available to the public through the
Internet and other means the make and model of
the applicable motor vehicles that do not comply
with the requirements of paragraph (1). Any motor
vehicle not included in the publication under this
subparagraph shall be presumed to comply with
such requirements.

‘‘(e) DEFINITION OF MOTOR VEHICLE.—As used in this
Act and for purposes of the motor vehicle safety stand-
ards described in subsections (a) and (b), the term
‘motor vehicle’ has the meaning given such term in sec-
tion 30102(a)(6) of title 49, United States Code, except
that such term shall not include—

‘(1) a motorcycle or trailer (as such terms are de-
fined in section 571.3 of title 49, Code of Federal Regu-
lations); or

‘(2) any motor vehicle that is rated at more than
10,000 pounds gross vehicular weight.

““(f) DATABASE ON INJURIES AND DEATHS IN NONTRAF-
FIC, NONCRASH EVENTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 months after
the date of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 28, 2008],
the Secretary shall establish and maintain a database
of injuries and deaths in nontraffic, noncrash events
involving motor vehicles.

‘“(2) CONTENTS.—The database established pursuant
to paragraph (1) shall include information regard-
ing—

‘“(A) the number, types, and causes of injuries and
deaths resulting from the events described in para-
graph (1);

‘“(B) the make, model, and model year of motor
vehicles involved in such events, when practicable;
and

‘(C) other variables that the Secretary deter-
mines will enhance the value of the database.

‘4(3) AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary shall make the
information contained in the database established
pursuant to paragraph (1) available to the public
through the Internet and other means.

“SEC. 3. CHILD SAFETY INFORMATION PROGRAM.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 9 months after the
date of the enactment of this Act [Feb. 28, 2008], the
Secretary shall provide information about hazards to
children in nontraffic, noncrash incident situations
by—

‘(1) supplementing an existing consumer informa-
tion program relating to child safety; or

‘(2) creating a new consumer information program
relating to child safety.

‘“(b) PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out the
program under subsection (a), the Secretary shall—

(1) utilize information collected pursuant to sec-
tion 2(f) regarding nontraffic, noncrash injuries, and
other relevant data the Secretary considers appro-
priate, to establish priorities for the program;

‘(2) address ways in which parents and caregivers
can reduce risks to small children arising from back
over incidents, hyperthermia in closed motor vehi-
cles, accidental actuation of power windows, and any
other risks the Secretary determines should be ad-
dressed; and

“(3) make information related to the program
available to the public through the Internet and
other means.

“SEC. 4. DEADLINES.

“If the Secretary determines that the deadlines ap-
plicable under this Act cannot be met, the Secretary
shall—

‘(1) establish new deadlines; and

‘“(2) notify the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives and the Com-
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of
the Senate of the new deadlines and describing the
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reasons the deadlines specified under this Act could
not be met.”

IMPROVING CRITERIA USED IN A RECALL

Pub. L. 106-414, §15, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1808, pro-
vided that:

‘“(a) REVIEW OF STANDARDS AND CRITERIA USED IN
OPENING A DEFECT OR NONCOMPLIANCE INVESTIGATION.—
The Secretary shall, not later than 30 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 1, 2000], under-
take a comprehensive review of all standards, criteria,
procedures, and methods, including data management
and analysis used by the National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration in determining whether to open
a defect or noncompliance investigation pursuant to
subchapter II or IV of chapter 301 of title 49, United
States Code, and shall undertake such steps as may be
necessary to update and improve such standards, cri-
teria, procedures, or methods, including data manage-
ment and analysis.

“(b) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 1 year
after the date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 1,
2000], the Secretary shall transmit to the Committee on
Commerce [now Committee on Energy and Commerce]
of the House of Representatives and the Committee on
Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate
a report describing the Secretary’s findings and actions
under subsection (a).”

§30112. Prohibitions on manufacturing, selling,
and importing noncomplying motor vehicles
and equipment

(a) GENERAL.—(1) Except as provided in this
section, sections 30113 and 30114 of this title, and
subchapter III of this chapter, a person may not
manufacture for sale, sell, offer for sale, intro-
duce or deliver for introduction in interstate
commerce, or import into the United States,
any motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment
manufactured on or after the date an applicable
motor vehicle safety standard prescribed under
this chapter takes effect unless the vehicle or
equipment complies with the standard and is
covered by a certification issued under section
30115 of this title.

(2) Except as provided in this section, sections
30113 and 30114 of this title, and subchapter III of
this chapter, a school or school system may not
purchase or lease a new lb-passenger van if it
will be used significantly by, or on behalf of, the
school or school system to transport
preprimary, primary, or secondary school stu-
dents to or from school or an event related to
school, unless the 15-passenger van complies
with the motor vehicle standards prescribed for
school buses and multifunction school activity
buses under this title. This paragraph does not
apply to the purchase or lease of a 15-passenger
van under a contract executed before the date of
enactment of this paragraph.

(b) NONAPPLICATION.—This section does not
apply to—

(1) the sale, offer for sale, or introduction or
delivery for introduction in interstate com-
merce of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment after the first purchase of the vehi-
cle or equipment in good faith other than for
resale;

(2) a person—

(A) establishing that the person had no
reason to know, despite exercising reason-
able care, that a motor vehicle or motor ve-
hicle equipment does not comply with appli-
cable motor vehicle safety standards pre-
scribed under this chapter; or
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(B) holding, without knowing about the
noncompliance and before the vehicle or
equipment is first purchased in good faith
other than for resale, a certificate issued by
a manufacturer or importer stating the vehi-
cle or equipment complies with applicable
standards prescribed under this chapter;

(3) a motor vehicle or motor vehicle equip-
ment intended only for export, labeled for ex-
port on the vehicle or equipment and on the
outside of any container of the vehicle or
equipment, and exported;

(4) a motor vehicle the Secretary of Trans-
portation decides under section 30141 of this
title is capable of complying with applicable
standards prescribed under this chapter;

(5) a motor vehicle imported for personal use
by an individual who receives an exemption
under section 30142 of this title;

(6) a motor vehicle under section 30143 of
this title imported by an individual employed
outside the United States;

(7 a motor vehicle under section 30144 of
this title imported on a temporary basis;

(8) a motor vehicle or item of motor vehicle
equipment under section 30145 of this title re-
quiring further manufacturing; or

(9) a motor vehicle that is at least 25 years
old.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 945;
Pub. L. 109-59, title X, §10309(b), Aug. 10, 2005, 119
Stat. 1942.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

30112(a) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(A). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§108(a)(1)(A), 80 Stat. 722;
Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §103(a)(1), 88 Stat.
1477; Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L.
100-562, §2(c), (d), 102 Stat.
2824.

15:1397(c)(1). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §108(c)(1), (1);
added Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L.
100-562, §2(b), 102 Stat.
2818, 2823.

Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§108(a)(2)(D),  (b)(1) (1st
sentence), (2), 80 Stat. 722;
Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §103(a)(1), 88 Stat.
1477, 1478.

Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§108(b)(3), 80 Stat. 723;
Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §103(a)(1)(B), 88
Stat. 1478; Oct. 31, 1988,
Pub. L. 100-562, §2(a), 102
Stat. 2818.

30112(b)
1)-3).

15:1397(a)(2)(D),
(b)(1) (1st sen-
tence), (2).

15:1397(b)(3).

30112(b)
(4)-(8).
30112(b)(9) ..

(no source).

15:1397(i).

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘Except as provided in
this section . . . and subchapter III of this chapter’ are
substituted for 15:1397(c)(1) to eliminate unnecessary
words and because of the restatement. The reference to
section 30113 is added for clarity.

In subsection (b), before clause (1), the text of
15:1397(a)(2)(D) is omitted as obsolete because under
section 30124 of the revised title a standard prescribed
under this chapter may not allow compliance by use of
a safety belt interlock or a continuous buzzer. In clause
(2)(A), the words ‘‘despite exercising reasonable care”
are substituted for ‘‘in the exercise of due care” for
clarity and consistency in the revised title. The words
“motor vehicle safety standards prescribed under this
chapter’” are substituted for ‘‘Federal motor vehicle
safety standards’ for clarity and consistency in this

TITLE 499—TRANSPORTATION

§30113

chapter. In clause (2)(B), the words ‘‘without knowing
about the noncompliance’ are substituted for ‘‘unless
such person knows that such vehicle or equipment does
not so conform’ to eliminate unnecessary words and
for consistency in the revised title. Clauses (4)-(8) are
added to provide cross-references to sections restating
exceptions to the general rule restated in subsection (a)
of this section.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this paragraph, referred to
in subsec. (a)(2), is the date of enactment of Pub. L.
109-59, which was approved Aug. 10, 2005.

AMENDMENTS

2005—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 109-59, which directed
amendment of section 30112(a), without specifying the
title to be amended, by designating existing provisions
as par. (1) and adding par. (2), was executed to this sec-
tion, to reflect the probable intent of Congress.

§30113. General exemptions

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, ‘‘low-emission
motor vehicle”” means a motor vehicle meeting
the standards for new motor vehicles applicable
to the vehicle under section 202 of the Clean Air
Act (42 U.S.C. 7521) when the vehicle is manufac-
tured and emitting an air pollutant in an
amount significantly below one of those stand-
ards.

(b) AUTHORITY TO0 EXEMPT AND PROCEDURES.—
(1) The Secretary of Transportation may ex-
empt, on a temporary basis, motor vehicles from
a motor vehicle safety standard prescribed
under this chapter or passenger motor vehicles
from a bumper standard prescribed under chap-
ter 325 of this title, on terms the Secretary con-
siders appropriate. An exemption may be re-
newed. A renewal may be granted only on re-
application and must conform to the require-
ments of this subsection.

(2) The Secretary may begin a proceeding
under this subsection when a manufacturer ap-
plies for an exemption or a renewal of an exemp-
tion. The Secretary shall publish notice of the
application and provide an opportunity to com-
ment. An application for an exemption or for a
renewal of an exemption shall be filed at a time
and in the way, and contain information, this
section and the Secretary require.

(3) The Secretary may act under this sub-
section on finding that—

(A) an exemption is consistent with the pub-
lic interest and this chapter or chapter 325 of
this title (as applicable); and

(B)(i) compliance with the standard would
cause substantial economic hardship to a man-
ufacturer that has tried to comply with the
standard in good faith;

(ii) the exemption would make easier the de-
velopment or field evaluation of a new motor
vehicle safety feature providing a safety level
at least equal to the safety level of the stand-
ard;

(iii) the exemption would make the develop-
ment or field evaluation of a low-emission
motor vehicle easier and would not unreason-
ably lower the safety level of that vehicle; or

(iv) compliance with the standard would pre-
vent the manufacturer from selling a motor
vehicle with an overall safety level at least
equal to the overall safety level of nonexempt
vehicles.
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(c) CONTENTS OF APPLICATIONS.—A manufac-
turer applying for an exemption under sub-
section (b) of this section shall include the fol-
lowing information in the application:

(1) if the application is made under sub-
section (b)(3)(B)(i) of this section, a complete
financial statement describing the economic
hardship and a complete description of the
manufacturer’s good faith effort to comply
with each motor vehicle safety standard pre-
scribed under this chapter, or a bumper stand-
ard prescribed under chapter 325 of this title,
from which the manufacturer is requesting an
exemption.

(2) if the application is made under sub-
section (b)(3)(B)(ii) of this section, a record of
the research, development, and testing estab-
lishing the innovative nature of the safety fea-
ture and a detailed analysis establishing that
the safety level of the feature at least equals
the safety level of the standard.

(3) if the application is made under sub-
section (b)(3)(B)(iii) of this section, a record of
the research, development, and testing estab-
lishing that the motor vehicle is a low-emis-
sion motor vehicle and that the safety level of
the vehicle is not lowered unreasonably by ex-
emption from the standard.

(4) if the application is made under sub-
section (b)(3)(B)(iv) of this section, a detailed
analysis showing how the vehicle provides an
overall safety level at least equal to the over-
all safety level of nonexempt vehicles.

(d) ELIGIBILITY.—A manufacturer is eligible for
an exemption under subsection (b)(3)(B)(i) of
this section (including an exemption under sub-
section (b)(3)(B)(i) relating to a bumper standard
referred to in subsection (b)(1)) only if the Sec-
retary determines that the manufacturer’s total
motor vehicle production in the most recent
year of production is not more than 10,000. A
manufacturer is eligible for an exemption under
subsection (b)(3)(B)(ii), (iii), or (iv) of this sec-
tion only if the Secretary determines the ex-
emption is for not more than 2,500 vehicles to be
sold in the United States in any 12-month pe-
riod.

(e) MAXIMUM PERIOD.—An exemption or re-
newal under subsection (b)(3)(B)(i) of this sec-
tion may be granted for not more than 3 years.
An exemption or renewal under subsection
(b)(3)(B)(ii), (iii), or (iv) of this section may be
granted for not more than 2 years.

(f) DISCLOSURE.—The Secretary may make
public, by the 10th day after an application is
filed, information contained in the application
or relevant to the application unless the infor-
mation concerns or is related to a trade secret
or other confidential information not relevant
to the application.

(g) NOTICE OF DECISION.—The Secretary shall
publish in the Federal Register a notice of each
decision granting an exemption under this sec-
tion and the reasons for granting it.

(h) PERMANENT LABEL REQUIREMENT.—The
Secretary shall require a permanent label to be
fixed to a motor vehicle granted an exemption
under this section. The label shall either name
or describe each motor vehicle safety standard
prescribed under this chapter or bumper stand-
ard prescribed under chapter 325 of this title
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from which the vehicle is exempt. The Secretary
may require that written notice of an exemption
be delivered by appropriate means to the dealer
and the first purchaser of the vehicle other than
for resale.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 945;
Pub. L. 1056-277, div. A, §101(g) [title III, §351(a)],
Oct. 21, 1998, 112 Stat. 2681-439, 2681-475.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

?ggffff Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30113(a) ...... 15:1410(g). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §123; added
Apr. 10, 1968, Pub. L.
90-283, 82 Stat. 72; restated
Oct. 25, 1972, Pub. L.
92-548, §3, 86 Stat. 1159.
30113(b) ...... 15:1410(a) (1st sen-
tence), (c)(1)
(23d-last words),
(2) (23d-last
words).
30113(c) ...... 15:1410(e).
30113(d) ...... 15:1410(d).
30113(e) ...... 15:1410(c)(1) (1st—22d
words), (2)
(1st-22d words).
30113(%) ....... 15:1410(f).
30113(g) ...... 15:1410(a) (last sen-
tence).
30113h) ...... 15:1410(b).

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘the term”’ and ‘‘type of”’
are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘when the vehicle is
manufactured’ are substituted for ‘‘at the time of man-
ufacture’ for consistency.

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘Except as provided in
subsection (d) of this section’ are omitted as surplus.
The words ‘“‘to such extent’” are omitted as being in-
cluded in ‘“‘on terms the Secretary considers appro-
priate’’.

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘‘The Secretary may
begin a proceeding under this subsection . . . for an ex-
emption or a renewal of an exemption” are added be-
cause of the restatement. The words ‘‘of the applica-
tion”’ are added for clarity. The words ‘‘An application
for an exemption or for a renewal of an exemption shall
be filed” are added because of the restatement.

In subsection (b)(3)(A), the words ‘‘such temporary’’
and ‘‘the objectives of”’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (b)(3)(B)(i), the words ‘‘to a manufac-
turer that’ are substituted for ‘‘such manufacturer . . .
and that the manufacturer’” to eliminate unnecessary
words. The words ‘‘from which it requests to be ex-
empted’’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (b)(3)(B)(ii), the words ‘‘from which an
exemption is sought’’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (b)(3)(B)(iii), the words ‘‘lower the safe-
ty level” are substituted for ‘‘degrade the safety’ for
clarity.

In subsection (b)(3)(B)(iv), the word ‘‘requiring” is
omitted as surplus.

In subsection (c¢), before clause (1), the words ‘‘the fol-
lowing information’ are added for clarity. In clause (1),
the word ‘‘describing’’ is substituted for ‘‘the basis of
showing” to eliminate unnecessary words. The words
‘‘each motor vehicle safety standard prescribed under
this chapter from which the manufacturer is requesting
an exemption’ are substituted for ‘‘the standards” for
clarity. In clauses (2) and (3), the words ‘‘a record’ are
substituted for ‘‘documentation’ for consistency in the
revised title. In clause (2), the words ‘‘establishing that
the safety level of the feature at least equals the safety
level of the standard” are substituted for ‘‘establishing
that the level of safety of the new safety feature is
equivalent to or exceeds the level of safety established
in the standard from which the exemption is sought”’
because of the restatement. In clause (3), the word
‘‘level” is added, and the words ‘‘lowered . . . by exemp-
tion from the standard” are substituted for ‘‘de-
graded’, for consistency in this section. In clause (4),
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the words ‘‘at least equal to” are substituted for
‘“‘equivalent to or exceeding’’ for consistency.

In subsection (f), the text of 15:1410(f) (1st sentence) is
omitted as executed. The words ‘‘under this section
all” and ‘‘other information’” are omitted as surplus.
The words ‘‘to the application” are substituted for
“‘thereto” for clarity. The words ‘‘business’ and ‘‘for
exemption’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (g), the words ‘“‘The Secretary’ are
added for clarity. The word ‘‘temporary’’ is omitted as
surplus. The words ‘‘under this section’ are added for
clarity.

In subsection (h), the words ‘‘a . . . label to be fixed
to a motor vehicle granted an exemption under this
section’ are substituted for ‘‘labeling of each exempted
motor vehicle . . . and be affixed to such exempted ve-
hicles” for clarity. The words ‘‘of such exempted motor
vehicle in such manner as he deems” are omitted as
surplus. The words ‘‘motor vehicle safety standard pre-
scribed under this chapter’” are substituted for ‘‘the
standards’ for clarity and consistency in this chapter.

AMENDMENTS

1998—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 105-277, §101(g) [title III,
§351(a)(1)(A)], inserted ‘‘or passenger motor vehicles
from a bumper standard prescribed under chapter 325 of
this title,” after ‘‘a motor vehicle safety standard pre-
scribed under this chapter’.

Subsec. (b)(3)(A). Pub. L. 105-277, §101(g) [title III,
§351(a)(1)(B)], inserted ‘‘or chapter 325 of this title (as
applicable)’’ after ‘‘this chapter’.

Subsec. (c)(1). Pub. L. 105-277, §101(g) [title III,
§3561(a)(2)], inserted ‘‘, or a bumper standard prescribed
under chapter 325 of this title,” after ‘‘motor vehicle
safety standard prescribed under this chapter”.

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 105-277, §101(g) [title IIT,
§351(a)(3)], inserted ‘‘(including an exemption under
subsection (b)(3)(B)(i) relating to a bumper standard re-

ferred to in subsection (b)(1))” after ‘‘subsection
(b)(3)(B)(i) of this section”.

Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 105-277, §101(g) [title III,
§351(a)(4)], inserted ‘‘or bumper standard prescribed

under chapter 325 of this title” after ‘‘each motor vehi-
cle safety standard prescribed under this chapter”.

§30114. Special exemptions

The Secretary of Transportation may exempt
a motor vehicle or item of motor vehicle equip-
ment from section 30112(a) of this title on terms
the Secretary decides are necessary for research,
investigations, demonstrations, training, com-
petitive racing events, show, or display.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 947;
Pub. L. 105-178, title VII, §7107(a), June 9, 1998,
112 Stat. 469.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gfgfff,‘f Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30114 .......... 15:1397(3). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,

80 Stat. 718, §108(j); added
Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L.
100-562, §2(b), 102 Stat.
2824.

The word ‘‘conditions’ is omitted as being included
in ‘“‘terms”’, and the word ‘‘studies’ is omitted as being
included in ‘“‘research’. The word ‘‘solely’ is omitted as
unnecessary.

AMENDMENTS

1998—Pub. L. 105-178 substituted ‘‘competitive racing
events, show, or display’ for ‘‘or competitive racing
events”’.

TRANSITION RULE

Pub. L. 105-178, title VII, §7107(b), June 9, 1998, 112
Stat. 469, provided that: ‘‘A person who is the owner of
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a motor vehicle located in the United States on the
date of enactment of this Act [June 9, 1998] may seek
an exemption under section 30114 of title 49, United
States Code, as amended by subsection (a) of this sec-
tion, for a period of 6 months after the date regulations
of the Secretary of Transportation promulgated in re-
sponse to such amendment take effect.”

§30115. Certification of compliance

(a) IN GENERAL.—A manufacturer or distribu-
tor of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle equip-
ment shall certify to the distributor or dealer at
delivery that the vehicle or equipment complies
with applicable motor vehicle safety standards
prescribed under this chapter. A person may not
issue the certificate if, in exercising reasonable
care, the person has reason to know the certifi-
cate is false or misleading in a material respect.
Certification of a vehicle must be shown by a
label or tag permanently fixed to the vehicle.
Certification of equipment may be shown by a
label or tag on the equipment or on the outside
of the container in which the equipment is deliv-
ered.

(b) CERTIFICATION LABEL.—In the case of the
certification label affixed by an intermediate or
final stage manufacturer of a motor vehicle
built in more than 1 stage, each intermediate or
final stage manufacturer shall certify with re-
spect to each applicable Federal motor vehicle
safety standard—

(1) that it has complied with the specifica-
tions set forth in the compliance documenta-
tion provided by the incomplete motor vehicle
manufacturer in accordance with regulations
prescribed by the Secretary; or

(2) that it has elected to assume responsibil-
ity for compliance with that standard.

If the intermediate or final stage manufacturer
elects to assume responsibility for compliance
with the standard covered by the documentation
provided by an incomplete motor vehicle manu-
facturer, the intermediate or final stage manu-
facturer shall notify the incomplete motor vehi-
cle manufacturer in writing within a reasonable
time of affixing the certification label. A viola-
tion of this subsection shall not be subject to a
civil penalty under section 30165.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 947;
Pub. L. 106-414, §9, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1805.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

?52’5555 Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30115 .......... 15:1397(a)(1)(C), (E) | Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,

(related to §108(a)(1)(C), (E) (related

15:1403). to §114), 80 Stat. 722; Oct.
27, 1974, Pub. L. 93-492,
§103(a)(L)(A),  (2)(B), 88
Stat. 1477, 1478.
15:1403. Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,

§114, 80 Stat. 726.

The words ‘‘fail to issue a certificate required by sec-
tion 1403 of this title” in 15:1397(a)(1)(C) and the text of
15:1397(a)(1)(E) (related to 15:1403) are omitted as sur-
plus. The word ‘‘certify’’ is substituted for ‘“‘furnish . . .
the certification’ in 15:1403 to eliminate unnecessary
words. The words ‘‘the time of”’ and ‘‘of such vehicle or
equipment by such manufacturer or distributor’ are
omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘prescribed under this
chapter’ are added for clarity. The word ‘‘reasonable’’
is substituted for ‘‘due’ in 15:1397(a)(1)(C) for consist-
ency in the revised title. The words ‘‘to the effect that
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a motor vehicle or item of motor vehicle equipment
conforms to all applicable Federal motor vehicle safety
standards’” are omitted because of the restatement.
The words ‘‘shown by’ are substituted for ‘‘in the form
of”” in 15:1403 for clarity.

AMENDMENTS

2000—Pub. L. 106-414 designated existing provisions as
subsec. (a), inserted heading, and added subsec. (b).

FoLLOW-UP REPORT

Pub. L. 106414, §16, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1808, pro-
vided that: ‘“‘One year after the date of the enactment
of this Act [Nov. 1, 2000], the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall report to the Congress on the implementa-
tion of the amendments made by this Act [see Short
Title of 2000 Amendment note set out under section
30101 of this title] and any recommendations for addi-
tional amendments for consumer safety.”’

§30116. Defects and noncompliance found before
sale to purchaser

(a) ACTIONS REQUIRED OF MANUFACTURERS AND
DISTRIBUTORS.—If, after a manufacturer or dis-
tributor sells a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment to a distributor or dealer and before
the distributor or dealer sells the vehicle or
equipment, it is decided that the vehicle or
equipment contains a defect related to motor
vehicle safety or does not comply with applica-
ble motor vehicle safety standards prescribed
under this chapter—

(1) the manufacturer or distributor imme-
diately shall repurchase the vehicle or equip-
ment at the price paid by the distributor or
dealer, plus transportation charges and rea-
sonable reimbursement of at least one percent
a month of the price paid prorated from the
date of notice of noncompliance or defect to
the date of repurchase; or

(2) if a vehicle, the manufacturer or distribu-
tor immediately shall give to the distributor
or dealer at the manufacturer’s or distribu-
tor’s own expense, the part or equipment need-
ed to make the vehicle comply with the stand-
ards or correct the defect.

(b) DISTRIBUTOR OR DEALER INSTALLATION.—
The distributor or dealer shall install the part
or equipment referred to in subsection (a)(2) of
this section. If the distributor or dealer installs
the part or equipment with reasonable diligence
after it is received, the manufacturer shall reim-
burse the distributor or dealer for the reason-
able value of the installation and a reasonable
reimbursement of at least one percent a month
of the manufacturer’s or distributor’s selling
price prorated from the date of notice of non-
compliance or defect to the date the motor vehi-
cle complies with applicable motor vehicle safe-
ty standards prescribed under this chapter or
the defect is corrected.

(c) ESTABLISHING AMOUNT DUE AND CIVIL AC-
TIONS.—The parties shall establish the value of
installation and the amount of reimbursement
under this section. If the parties do not agree, or
if a manufacturer or distributor refuses to com-
ply with subsection (a) or (b) of this section, the
distributor or dealer purchasing the motor vehi-
cle or motor vehicle equipment may bring a
civil action. The action may be brought in a
United States district court for the judicial dis-
trict in which the manufacturer or distributor
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resides, is found, or has an agent, to recover
damages, court costs, and a reasonable attor-
ney’s fee. An action under this section must be
brought not later than 3 years after the claim
accrues.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 947.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

?ggfffz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30116(a) ...... 15:1400(a) (less (2) Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
(last 97 words)). §111, 80 Stat. 724.
30116(b) ...... 15:1400(a)(2) (last 97
words).
30116(c) ...... 15:1400(b), ().

In subsection (a)(1), the words ‘‘as the case may be”’,
“from such distributor or dealer’, ‘‘all . . . involved”,
and ‘“‘by the manufacturer or distributor” are omitted
as surplus.

In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘manufacturer’s or
distributor’s’ are substituted for ‘‘his’’ for clarity. The
words ‘‘or parts’ are omitted because of 1:1. The words
‘‘the vehicle comply with the standards or correct the
defect’ are substituted for ‘‘conforming’’ for clarity.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘the part or equipment
referred to in subsection (a)(2) of this section’” are
added because of the restatement. The words “If the
distributor or dealer installs the part or equipment
with reasonable diligence after it is received, the man-
ufacturer shall reimburse the distributor or dealer” are
substituted for ‘“‘and for the installation involved the
manufacturer shall reimburse such distributor or deal-
er . . . Provided, however, That the distributor or dealer
proceeds with reasonable diligence with the installa-
tion after the required part, parts or equipment are re-
ceived” to eliminate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘on
or in such vehicle’’ are omitted as surplus. The words
‘“‘notice of noncompliance or defect’’ are substituted for
“notice of such nonconformance’, and the words ‘‘com-
plies with applicable motor vehicle safety standards
prescribed under this chapter or the defect is cor-
rected” are substituted for ‘‘is brought into conform-
ance with applicable Federal standards’, to eliminate
unnecessary words and for consistency in the revised
title.

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘the amount of reim-
bursement’ are substituted for ‘‘such reasonable reim-
bursements’” for clarity and because of the restate-
ment. The words ‘“‘by mutual agreement’ are omitted
as surplus. The words ‘‘If the parties do not agree’ are
substituted for ‘‘or failing such agreement’’, and the
words ‘‘by the court pursuant to the provisions of sub-
section (b) of this section’ are omitted, because of the
restatement. The words ‘‘the requirements of”’, ‘“‘then”’,
‘“‘as the case may be’’, and ‘‘without respect to the
amount in controversy’’ are omitted as surplus. The
words ‘‘civil action’ are substituted for ‘‘suit’’ because
of rule 2 of the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (28
App. U.S.C.). The words ‘‘against such manufacturer or
distributor’” are omitted as surplus. The word ‘‘judi-
cial” is added for consistency. The words ‘‘to recover
damages, court costs, and a reasonable attorney’s fee”
are substituted for ‘‘and shall recover the damage by
him sustained, as well as all court costs plus reasonable
attorneys’ fees’’, and the words ‘‘must be brought” are
substituted for ‘‘shall be forever barred unless com-
menced”’, to eliminate unnecessary words. The word
“claim” is substituted for ‘‘cause of action’ for con-
sistency.

§30117. Providing information to, and maintain-
ing records on, purchasers

(a) PROVIDING INFORMATION AND NOTICE.—The
Secretary of Transportation may require that
each manufacturer of a motor vehicle or motor
vehicle equipment provide technical informa-
tion related to performance and safety required
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to carry out this chapter. The Secretary may re-
quire the manufacturer to give the following no-
tice of that information when the Secretary de-
cides it is necessary:

(1) to each prospective purchaser of a vehicle
or equipment before the first sale other than
for resale at each location at which the vehi-
cle or equipment is offered for sale by a person
having a legal relationship with the manufac-
turer, in a way the Secretary decides is appro-
priate.

(2) to the first purchaser of a vehicle or
equipment other than for resale when the ve-
hicle or equipment is bought, in printed mat-
ter placed in the vehicle or attached to or ac-
companying the equipment.

(b) MAINTAINING PURCHASER RECORDS AND PRO-
CEDURES.—(1) A manufacturer of a motor vehicle
or tire (except a retreaded tire) shall cause to be
maintained a record of the name and address of
the first purchaser of each vehicle or tire it pro-
duces and, to the extent prescribed by regula-
tions of the Secretary, shall cause to be main-
tained a record of the name and address of the
first purchaser of replacement equipment (ex-
cept a tire) that the manufacturer produces. The
Secretary may bprescribe by regulation the
records to be maintained and reasonable proce-
dures for maintaining the records under this
subsection, including procedures to be followed
by distributors and dealers to assist the manu-
facturer in obtaining the information required
by this subsection. A procedure shall be reason-
able for the type of vehicle or tire involved, and
shall provide reasonable assurance that a cus-
tomer list of a distributor or dealer, or similar
information, will be made available to a person
(except the distributor or dealer) only when nec-
essary to carry out this subsection and sections
30118-30121, 30166(f), and 30167(a) and (b) of this
title. Availability of assistance from a distribu-
tor or dealer does not affect an obligation of a
manufacturer under this subsection.

(2)(A) Except as provided in paragraph (3) of
this subsection, the Secretary may require a dis-
tributor or dealer to maintain a record under
paragraph (1) of this subsection only if the busi-
ness of the distributor or dealer is owned or con-
trolled by a manufacturer of tires.

(B) The Secretary shall require each distribu-
tor and dealer whose business is not owned or
controlled by a manufacturer of tires to give a
registration form (containing the tire identifica-
tion number) to the first purchaser of a tire. The
Secretary shall prescribe the form, which shall
be standardized for all tires and designed to
allow the purchaser to complete and return it
directly to the manufacturer of the tire. The
manufacturer shall give sufficient copies of
forms to distributors and dealers.

(3)(A) The Secretary shall evaluate from time
to time how successful the procedures under
paragraph (2) of this subsection have been in
helping to maintain records about first pur-
chasers of tires. After each evaluation, the Sec-
retary shall decide—

(i) the extent to which distributors and deal-
ers have complied with the procedures;

(ii) the extent to which distributors and
dealers have encouraged first purchasers of
tires to register the tires; and
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(iii) whether to prescribe for manufacturers,
distributors, or dealers other requirements
that the Secretary decides will increase sig-
nificantly the percentage of first purchasers of
tires about whom records are maintained.

(B) The Secretary may prescribe a require-
ment under subparagraph (A) of this paragraph
only if the Secretary decides it is necessary to
reduce the risk to motor vehicle safety, after
considering—

(i) the cost of the requirement to manufac-
turers and the burden of the requirement on
distributors and dealers, compared to the in-
crease in the percentage of first purchasers of
tires about whom records would be maintained
as a result of the requirement;

(ii) the extent to which distributors and
dealers have complied with the procedures in
paragraph (2) of this subsection; and

(iii) the extent to which distributors and
dealers have encouraged first purchasers of
tires to register the tires.

(C) A manufacturer of tires shall reimburse
distributors and dealers of that manufacturer’s
tires for all reasonable costs incurred by the dis-
tributors and dealers in complying with a re-
quirement prescribed by the Secretary under
subparagraph (A) of this paragraph.

(D) After making a decision under subpara-
graph (A) of this paragraph, the Secretary shall
submit to each House of Congress a report con-
taining a detailed statement of the decision and
an explanation of the reasons for the decision.

(c) ROLLOVER TESTS.—

(1) DEVELOPMENT.—Not later than 2 years
from the date of the enactment of this sub-
section, the Secretary shall—

(A) develop a dynamic test on rollovers by
motor vehicles for the purposes of a con-
sumer information program; and

(B) carry out a program of conducting such
tests.

(2) TEST RESULTS.—As the Secretary devel-
ops a test under paragraph (1)(A), the Sec-
retary shall conduct a rulemaking to deter-
mine how best to disseminate test results to
the public.

(3) MOTOR VEHICLES COVERED.—This sub-
section applies to motor vehicles, including
passenger cars, multipurpose passenger vehi-
cles, and trucks, with a gross vehicle weight
rating of 10,000 pounds or less. A motor vehicle
designed to provide temporary residential ac-
commodations is not covered.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 948;
Pub. L. 106414, §12, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1806.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggfgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30117(a) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(B), (E) Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
(as 1397(a)(1)(B), §108(a)(1)(B) (related to
(E) relates to §112(d)), (D) (related to
15:1401(d)). §158(b)), (E) (related to
§112(d)), 80 Stat. 722; Oct.
27, 1974, Pub. L. 93-492,
§103(a)(L)(A), (2), (3), 88
Stat. 1477, 1478.
15:1401(d). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§112(d), 80 Stat. 725; May
22, 1970, Pub. L. 91-265, §3,
84 Stat. 262.
30117(b) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1418(b)).
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES—CONTINUED

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

15:1418(b)(1). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §158(b)(1),
added Oct. 27, 1974 Pub
93-492, 88 Stat

H Pub. L.

95-599, §317 "92 Stat. 2752;

Oct. 15, 1982, Pub. L.

97-331, §4(a)(1), 96 Stat.

1619.

Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. ’718 §158(b)(2) (3),
added Oct. 15 1982, P
97-331, §4(a)(2), 96 Stat
1620.

15:1418(b)(2), (3).

In this section, the text of 15:1397(a)(1)(B) (related to
15:1401(d)), (D) (related to 15:1418(b)), and (E) (related to
15:1401(d)) is omitted as surplus.

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘such
performance data and other’, ‘‘as may be’’, ‘“‘the pur-
poses of”’, ‘“‘performance and technical’’, and ‘‘to carry
out the purposes of this chapter’” the 2d time they ap-
pear are omitted as surplus. In clause (1), the words
“‘such manufacturer’s” and ‘‘which may include, but is
not limited to, printed matter (A) available for reten-
tion by such prospective purchaser and (B) sent by mail
to such prospective purchaser upon his request’ are
omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘legal relationship” are
substituted for ‘‘contractual, proprietary, or other
legal relationship’ to eliminate unnecessary words.

In subsection (b)(1), the word ‘‘cause to be main-
tained’ is substituted for ‘“‘cause the establishment and
maintenance of”’ to eliminate unnecessary words. The
words ‘‘prescribe by regulation’ are substituted for ‘“by
rule, specify’” for consistency and because ‘‘rule’” and
“regulation’ are synonymous. The words ‘‘under this
subsection’ are added for clarity. The word ‘‘involved”
is substituted for ‘‘for which they are prescribed” to
eliminate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘the purpose
of” and ‘‘except that . .. or not’ are omitted as sur-
plus. The words ‘“‘from a distributor or dealer” are
added for clarity.

In subsection (b)(3)(A), before clause (i), the words
““At the end of the two-year period following the effec-
tive date of this paragraph’ are omitted as expired. In
clause (iii), the words ‘‘(or any combination of such
groups)’’ are omitted as unnecessary.

In subsection (b)(3)(B), before clause (i), the words
“may prescribe a requirement’’ are substituted for
“may order by rule the imposition of requirements’ for
consistency and to eliminate unnecessary words.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of the enactment of this subsection, referred
to in subsec. (c)(1), is the date of enactment of Pub. L.
106-414, which was approved Nov. 1, 2000.

AMENDMENTS
2000—Subsec. (¢). Pub. L. 106414 added subsec. (c).

15-PASSENGER VAN SAFETY

Pub. L. 109-59, title X, §10309(a), Aug. 10, 2005, 119
Stat. 1942, provided that:

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transportation
shall require the testing of 15-passenger vans as part of
the rollover resistance program of the National High-
way Traffic Safety Administration’s new car assess-
ment program.

‘(2) 15-PASSENGER VAN DEFINED.—In this subsection,
the term ‘15-passenger van’ means a vehicle that seats
10 to 14 passengers, not including the driver.”

§30118. Notification of defects and noncompli-
ance

(a) NOTIFICATION BY SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation shall notify the manu-
facturer of a motor vehicle or replacement
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equipment immediately after making an initial
decision (through testing, inspection, investiga-
tion, or research carried out under this chapter,
examining communications under section
30166(f) of this title, or otherwise) that the vehi-
cle or equipment contains a defect related to
motor vehicle safety or does not comply with an
applicable motor vehicle safety standard pre-
scribed under this chapter. The notification
shall include the information on which the deci-
sion is based. The Secretary shall publish a no-
tice of each decision under this subsection in the
Federal Register. Subject to section 30167(a) of
this title, the notification and information are
available to any interested person.

(b) DEFECT AND NONCOMPLIANCE PROCEEDINGS
AND ORDERS.—(1) The Secretary may make a
final decision that a motor vehicle or replace-
ment equipment contains a defect related to
motor vehicle safety or does not comply with an
applicable motor vehicle safety standard pre-
scribed under this chapter only after giving the
manufacturer an opportunity to present infor-
mation, views, and arguments showing that
there is no defect or noncompliance or that the
defect does not affect motor vehicle safety. Any
interested person also shall be given an oppor-
tunity to present information, views, and argu-
ments.

(2) If the Secretary decides under paragraph (1)
of this subsection that the vehicle or equipment
contains the defect or does not comply, the Sec-
retary shall order the manufacturer to—

(A) give notification under section 30119 of
this title to the owners, purchasers, and deal-
ers of the vehicle or equipment of the defect or
noncompliance; and

(B) remedy the defect or noncompliance
under section 30120 of this title.

(c) NOTIFICATION BY MANUFACTURER.—A manu-
facturer of a motor vehicle or replacement
equipment shall notify the Secretary by cer-
tified mail, and the owners, purchasers, and
dealers of the vehicle or equipment as provided
in section 30119(d) of this section, if the manu-
facturer—

(1) learns the vehicle or equipment contains

a defect and decides in good faith that the de-

fect is related to motor vehicle safety; or

(2) decides in good faith that the vehicle or
equipment does not comply with an applicable
motor vehicle safety standard prescribed
under this chapter.

(d) EXEMPTIONS.—On application of a manufac-
turer, the Secretary shall exempt the manufac-
turer from this section if the Secretary decides
a defect or noncompliance is inconsequential to
motor vehicle safety. The Secretary may take
action under this subsection only after notice in
the Federal Register and an opportunity for any
interested person to present information, views,
and arguments.

(e) HEARINGS ABOUT MEETING NOTIFICATION RE-
QUIREMENTS.—On the motion of the Secretary or
on petition of any interested person, the Sec-
retary may conduct a hearing to decide whether
the manufacturer has reasonably met the notifi-
cation requirements under this section. Any in-
terested person may make written and oral pres-
entations of information, views, and arguments
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on whether the manufacturer has reasonably
met the notification requirements. If the Sec-
retary decides that the manufacturer has not
reasonably met the notification requirements,
the Secretary shall order the manufacturer to
take specified action to meet those require-
ments and may take any other action author-
ized under this chapter.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 950;
Pub. L. 106-346, §101(a) [title III, §364], Oct. 23,
2000, 114 Stat. 1356, 1356A-37; Pub. L. 106-414, §2,
Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1800.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
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gsgg;ff Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30118(a) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re- Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
lated to 15:1412(a) §108(a)(1)(D) (related to
(1st-3d sen- §§151, 152, 153(c) (1st sen-
tences)). tence cl. (6)), 156, 157), 80
Stat. 722; restated Oct. 27,
1974, Pub. L. 93-492,
§103(a)(1)(A), (3), 88 Stat.
14717, 1478.
15:1412(a) (1st-3d Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
sentences). 80 Stat. 718, §§151, 152, 156
(related to notice), 157 (re-
lated to notice); added
Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §102(a), 88 Stat.
1470, 1475.
30118(b) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to 15:1412(a)
(last sentence),
).
15:1412(a) (last sen-
tence), (b).
30118(c) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to 15:1411,
1413(c) (1st sen-
tence cl. (6))).
15:1411.
15:1413(c) (1st sen- Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
tence cl. (6)). 80 Stat. 718, §153(c) (Ist
sentence cl. (6)); added
Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §102(a), 88 Stat.
1472; Oct. 15, 1982, Pub. L.
97-331, §4(b)(2), 96 Stat.
1620.
30118(d) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to 15:1417).
15:1417 (related to
notice).
30118(e) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to 15:1416).
15:1416 (related to
notice).

In this section, the text of 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (related to
15:1411, 1412, 1413(c) (1st sentence cl. (6)), and 1417) is
omitted as surplus.

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘making an initial deci-
sion’ are substituted for ‘“‘determines” to distinguish
the decision from the decision made under subsection
(b) of this section. The words ‘‘of such determination’’,
“to the manufacturer’”, and ‘“of the Secretary’ are
omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘under this subsection”
are added for clarity.

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘“‘may make a final de-
cision’ are substituted for ‘“‘determines’’, and the words
“prescribed under this chapter’” are added, for clarity
and consistency in this chapter.

In subsection (b)(2), before clause (A), the words “If
the Secretary decides under paragraph (1) of this sub-
section that the vehicle or equipment contains a defect
or does not comply” are added for clarity and because
of the restatement. The words ‘‘after such presen-
tations by the manufacturer and interested persons’
are omitted as surplus. In clause (A), the words ‘‘of the
defect or noncompliance’ are added for clarity.

In subsection (c¢), before clause (1), the words ‘“‘A man-
ufacturer of a motor vehicle or replacement equip-
ment” are substituted for ‘“‘manufactured by him” in
15:1411 for clarity. The words ‘‘shall notify’’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘he shall furnish notification to’ to elimi-
nate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘to the Secretary,

§30119

if section 1411 of this title applies’ in 15:1413(c) (1st sen-
tence cl. (6)) are omitted because of the restatement.
The words ‘‘of the vehicle or equipment’ are added for
clarity. The words ‘‘and he shall remedy the defect or
failure to comply in accordance with section 1414 of
this title’” in 15:1411 are omitted as unnecessary be-
cause of the source provisions restated in section 30120
of the revised title.

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘any requirement
under’’, ‘‘to give notice with respect to’’, and ‘‘as it re-
lates” are omitted as surplus. The words ‘“The Sec-
retary may take action under this subsection only” are
added because of the restatement.

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘(including a manufac-
turer)’”’ are omitted as surplus. The word ‘‘information’
is substituted for ‘‘data’ for consistency in the revised
title.

AMENDMENTS

2000—Pub. L. 106-346, §101(a) [title III, §364], which di-
rected amendment of this section in subsecs. (a), (b)(1),
and (c), by inserting ¢, original equipment,’’ before ‘‘or
replacement equipment’” wherever appearing, and in
subsec. (¢), by redesignating pars. (1) and (2) as subpars.
(A) and (B), respectively, and realigning margins, by
substituting ‘(1) IN GENERAL.—A manufacturer’ for ‘A
manufacturer’, and by adding a new par (2) relating to
duty of manufacturers, was repealed by Pub. L. 106-414,
§2. See Construction of 2000 Amendment note below.

CONSTRUCTION OF 2000 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 106414, §2, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1800, pro-
vided that: ““The amendments made to section 30118 of
title 49, United States Code, by section 364 of the De-
partment of Transportation and Related Agencies Ap-
propriations Act, 2001 [Pub. L. 106-346, §101(a) [title III,
§364], Oct. 23, 2000, 114 Stat. 1356, 1356A-37] are repealed
and such section shall be effective as if such amending
section had not been enacted.”

§30119. Notification procedures

(a) CONTENTS OF NOTIFICATION.—Notification
by a manufacturer required under section 30118
of this title of a defect or noncompliance shall
contain—

(1) a clear description of the defect or non-
compliance;

(2) an evaluation of the risk to motor vehicle
safety reasonably related to the defect or non-
compliance;

(3) the measures to be taken to obtain a
remedy of the defect or noncompliance;

(4) a statement that the manufacturer giv-
ing notice will remedy the defect or non-
compliance without charge under section 30120
of this title;

(5) the earliest date on which the defect or
noncompliance will be remedied without
charge, and for tires, the period during which
the defect or noncompliance will be remedied
without charge under section 30120 of this
title;

(6) the procedure the recipient of a notice is
to follow to inform the Secretary of Transpor-
tation when a manufacturer, distributor, or
dealer does not remedy the defect or non-
compliance without charge under section 30120
of this title; and

(7) other information the Secretary pre-
scribes by regulation.

(b) EARLIEST REMEDY DATE.—The date speci-
fied by a manufacturer in a notification under
subsection (a)(5) of this section or section
30121(c)(2) of this title is the earliest date that
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parts and facilities reasonably can be expected
to be available to remedy the defect or non-
compliance. The Secretary may disapprove the
date.

(c) TIME FOR NOTIFICATION.—Notification re-
quired under section 30118 of this title shall be
given within a reasonable time—

(1) prescribed by the Secretary, after the
manufacturer receives notice of a final deci-
sion under section 30118(b) of this title; or

(2) after the manufacturer first decides that
a safety-related defect or noncompliance ex-
ists under section 30118(c) of this title.

(d) MEANS OF PROVIDING NOTIFICATION.—(1) No-
tification required under section 30118 of this
title about a motor vehicle shall be sent by first
class mail—

(A) to each person registered under State
law as the owner and whose name and address
are reasonably ascertainable by the manufac-
turer through State records or other available
sources; or

(B) if a registered owner is not notified
under clause (A) of this paragraph, to the most
recent purchaser known to the manufacturer.

(2) Notification required under section 30118 of
this title about replacement equipment (except
a tire) shall be sent by first class mail to the
most recent purchaser known to the manufac-
turer. In addition, if the Secretary decides that
public notice is required for motor vehicle safe-
ty, public notice shall be given in the way re-
quired by the Secretary after consulting with
the manufacturer.

(3) Notification required under section 30118 of
this title about a tire shall be sent by first class
mail (or, if the manufacturer prefers, by cer-
tified mail) to the most recent purchaser known
to the manufacturer. In addition, if the Sec-
retary decides that public notice is required for
motor vehicle safety, public notice shall be
given in the way required by the Secretary after
consulting with the manufacturer. In deciding
whether public notice is required, the Secretary
shall consider—

(A) the magnitude of the risk to motor vehi-
cle safety caused by the defect or noncompli-
ance; and

(B) the cost of public notice compared to the
additional number of owners the notice may
reach.

(4) A dealer to whom a motor vehicle or re-
placement equipment was delivered shall be no-
tified by certified mail or quicker means if
available.

(e) SECOND NOTIFICATION.—If the Secretary de-
cides that a notification sent by a manufacturer
under this section has not resulted in an ade-
quate number of motor vehicles or items of re-
placement equipment being returned for rem-
edy, the Secretary may order the manufacturer
to send a 2d notification in the way the Sec-
retary prescribes by regulation.

(f) NOTIFICATION BY LESSOR TO LESSEE.—(1) In
this subsection, ‘‘leased motor vehicle’” means a
motor vehicle that is leased to a person for at
least 4 months by a lessor that has leased at
least 5 motor vehicles in the 12 months before
the date of the notification.

(2) A lessor that receives a notification re-
quired by section 30118 of this title about a
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leased motor vehicle shall provide a copy of the
notification to the lessee in the way the Sec-

retary prescribes by regulation.
(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 951.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

I;ggg;gz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30119(a) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re- Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
lated to §108(a)(1)(D) (related to
15:1413(a)). §§153(a)-(c) (1st sentence
cls. (1)-(5), last sentence),
154(b)(2) (2d, last sen-
tences)), 80 Stat. 722; re-
stated Oct. 27, 1974, Pub.
L. 93-492, §103(a)(1)(A), (3),
88 Stat. 14717, 1478.
15:1413(a). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §§153(a), (b),
154(b)(2) (2d, last sen-
tences); added Oct. 27,
1974, Pub. L. 93-492,
§102(a), 88 Stat. 1471, 1473.
30119(b) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1414(b)(2) (2d,
last sentences)).

15:1414(b)(2) (2d, last

sentences).
30119(c) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-

lated to

15:1413(b)).

15:1413(b).

30119(d) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to 15:1413(c)
(1st sentence cls.
(1)—(5), last sen-
tence).

15:1413(c) (1st sen- Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
tence cls. (1)-(5), 80 Stat. 718, §153(c) (Ist
last sentence). sentence cls. (1)-(5), last

sentence); added Oct. 27,
1974, Pub. L. 93-492,
§102(a), 88 Stat. 1471, 1472;
Oct. 15, 1982, Pub. L.
97-331, §4(b), 96 Stat. 1620.

30119¢e) ...... 15:1413(d). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §153(d), (e):
added Dec. 18, 1991, Pub.
L. 102-240, §2504(a) 105
Stat. 2083.

30119(f) ....... 15:1413(e).

In this section, the text of 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (related to
15:1413(a)—(c) (1st sentence cls. (1)-(5), last sentence),
1414(b)(2) (2d, last sentences), and 1416) is omitted as
surplus.

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘a
motor vehicle or item of replacement equipment’ are
omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘by a manufacturer’ are
added for clarity. In clause (3), the words ‘‘a statement
of”” are omitted as surplus. In clause (4), the word
“‘remedy’”’ is substituted for ‘‘cause ... to be rem-
edied” to eliminate unnecessary words. In clause (5),
the words ‘‘(specified in accordance with the second and
third sentences of section 1414(b)(2) of this title)’”’ are
omitted as surplus. In clause (6), the words ‘‘a descrip-
tion of”’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘under sec-
tion 30120 of this title’” are added for consistency with
the source provisions restated in this subsection. In
clause (7), the words ‘“‘in addition to such . . . as” are
omitted as surplus.

In subsection (b), the words ‘“‘in a notification under
subsection (a)(b) of this section or section 30121(c) of
this title”” are substituted for “In either case’ because
of the restatement. The words ‘“‘may disapprove’ are
substituted for ‘‘shall be subject to disapproval by’ to
eliminate unnecessary words.

In subsection (c)(1), the words ‘‘Secretary’s’” and
‘‘that there is a defect or failure to comply’ are omit-
ted as surplus. The word ‘‘final” is added for clarity.

In subsection (¢)(2), the words ‘‘decides that a safety-
related defect or noncompliance exists’’ are substituted
for “makes a determination with respect to a defect or
failure to comply’’ for clarity.

In subsection (d), the text of 15:1413(c) (1st sentence
words before cl. (1)) is incorporated into each paragraph
as appropriate.

In subsection (d)(1)(A), the words ‘“‘who is” and ‘‘of
such vehicle’ are omitted as surplus.
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In subsection (d)(1)(B), the words ‘if a registered
owner is not notified” are substituted for ‘‘unless the
registered owner (if any) of such vehicle was notified”
for clarity. The words ‘‘most recent purchaser’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘first purchaser (or if a more recent pur-
chaser is” for clarity and to eliminate unnecessary
words. The words ‘‘of each such vehicle containing such
defect or failure to comply’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (d)(3), the words ‘‘(or, if the manufac-
turer prefers, by certified mail)”’ are substituted for
15:1413(c) (last sentence) to eliminate unnecessary
words.

In subsection (d)(4), the words ‘‘or dealers’ are omit-
ted because of 1:1. The words ‘“of such manufacturer”
are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (e), the word ‘‘replacement’ is added
for clarity and consistency with the source provisions
being restated in subsection (d) of this section.

§30120. Remedies for defects and noncompliance

(a) WAYS To REMEDY.—(1) Subject to sub-
sections (f) and (g) of this section, when notifi-
cation of a defect or noncompliance is required
under section 30118(b) or (c) of this title, the
manufacturer of the defective or noncomplying
motor vehicle or replacement equipment shall
remedy the defect or noncompliance without
charge when the vehicle or equipment is pre-
sented for remedy. Subject to subsections (b)
and (c) of this section, the manufacturer shall
remedy the defect or noncompliance in any of
the following ways the manufacturer chooses:

(A) if a vehicle—

(i) by repairing the vehicle;

(ii) by replacing the vehicle with an iden-
tical or reasonably equivalent vehicle; or

(iii) by refunding the purchase price, less a
reasonable allowance for depreciation.

(B) if replacement equipment, by repairing
the equipment or replacing the equipment
with identical or reasonably equivalent equip-
ment.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation may pre-
scribe regulations to allow the manufacturer to
impose conditions on the replacement of a
motor vehicle or refund of its price.

(b) TIRE REMEDIES.—(1) A manufacturer of a
tire, including an original equipment tire, shall
remedy a defective or noncomplying tire if the
owner or purchaser presents the tire for remedy
not later than 60 days after the later of—

(A) the day the owner or purchaser receives
notification under section 30119 of this title; or

(B) if the manufacturer decides to replace
the tire, the day the owner or purchaser re-
ceives notification that a replacement is
available.

(2) If the manufacturer decides to replace the
tire and the replacement is not available during
the 60-day period, the owner or purchaser must
present the tire for remedy during a subsequent
60-day period that begins only after the owner or
purchaser receives notification that a replace-
ment will be available during the subsequent pe-
riod. If tires are available during the subsequent
period, only a tire presented for remedy during
that period must be remedied.

(c) ADEQUACY OF REPAIRS.—(1) If a manufac-
turer decides to repair a defective or noncomply-
ing motor vehicle or replacement equipment and
the repair is not done adequately within a rea-
sonable time, the manufacturer shall—
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(A) replace the vehicle or equipment without
charge with an identical or reasonably equiva-
lent vehicle or equipment; or

(B) for a vehicle, refund the purchase price,
less a reasonable allowance for depreciation.

(2) Failure to repair a motor vehicle or re-
placement equipment adequately not later than
60 days after its presentation is prima facie evi-
dence of failure to repair within a reasonable
time. However, the Secretary may extend, by
order, the 60-day period if good cause for an ex-
tension is shown and the reason is published in
the Federal Register before the period ends.
Presentation of a vehicle or equipment for re-
pair before the date specified by a manufacturer
in a notice under section 30119(a)(5) or 30121(c)(2)
of this title is not a presentation under this sub-
section.

(38) If the Secretary determines that a manu-
facturer’s remedy program is not likely to be ca-
pable of completion within a reasonable time,
the Secretary may require the manufacturer to
accelerate the remedy program if the Secretary
finds—

(A) that there is a risk of serious injury or
death if the remedy program is not acceler-
ated; and

(B) that acceleration of the remedy program
can be reasonably achieved by expanding the
sources of replacement parts, expanding the
number of authorized repair facilities, or both.

The Secretary may prescribe regulations to
carry out this paragraph.

(d) FILING MANUFACTURER’S REMEDY PRO-
GRAM.—A manufacturer shall file with the Sec-
retary a copy of the manufacturer’s program
under this section for remedying a defect or
noncompliance. The Secretary shall make the
program available to the public and publish a
notice of availability in the Federal Register. A
manufacturer’s remedy program shall include a
plan for reimbursing an owner or purchaser who
incurred the cost of the remedy within a reason-
able time in advance of the manufacturer’s noti-
fication under subsection (b) or (c) of section
30118. The Secretary may prescribe regulations
establishing what constitutes a reasonable time
for purposes of the preceding sentence and other
reasonable conditions for the reimbursement
plan. In the case of a remedy program involving
the replacement of tires, the manufacturer shall
include a plan addressing how to prevent, to the
extent reasonably within the control of the
manufacturer, replaced tires from being resold
for installation on a motor vehicle, and how to
limit, to the extent reasonably within the con-
trol of the manufacturer, the disposal of re-
placed tires in landfills, particularly through
shredding, crumbling, recycling, recovery, and
other alternative beneficial non-vehicular uses.
The manufacturer shall include information
about the implementation of such plan with
each quarterly report to the Secretary regarding
the progress of any notification or remedy cam-
paigns.

(e) HEARINGS ABOUT MEETING REMEDY RE-
QUIREMENTS.—On the motion of the Secretary or
on application by any interested person, the
Secretary may conduct a hearing to decide
whether the manufacturer has reasonably met
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the remedy requirements under this section.
Any interested person may make written and
oral presentations of information, views, and ar-
guments on whether the manufacturer has rea-
sonably met the remedy requirements. If the
Secretary decides a manufacturer has not rea-
sonably met the remedy requirements, the Sec-
retary shall order the manufacturer to take
specified action to meet those requirements and
may take any other action authorized under this
chapter.

(f) FAIR REIMBURSEMENT TO DEALERS.—A man-
ufacturer shall pay fair reimbursement to a
dealer providing a remedy without charge under
this section.

(g) NONAPPLICATION.—(1) The requirement that
a remedy be provided without charge does not
apply if the motor vehicle or replacement equip-
ment was bought by the first purchaser more
than 10 calendar years, or the tire, including an
original equipment tire, was bought by the first
purchaser more than 5 calendar years, before no-
tice is given under section 30118(c) of this title
or an order is issued under section 30118(b) of
this title, whichever is earlier.

(2) This section does not apply during any pe-
riod in which enforcement of an order under sec-
tion 30118(b) of this title is restrained or the
order is set aside in a civil action to which sec-
tion 30121(d) of this title applies.

(h) EXEMPTIONS.—On application of a manufac-
turer, the Secretary shall exempt the manufac-
turer from this section if the Secretary decides
a defect or noncompliance is inconsequential to
motor vehicle safety. The Secretary may take
action under this subsection only after notice in
the Federal Register and an opportunity for any
interested person to present information, views,
and arguments.

(i) LIMITATION ON SALE OR LEASE.—(1) If notifi-
cation is required by an order under section
30118(b) of this title or is required under section
30118(c) of this title and the manufacturer has
provided to a dealer (including retailers of
motor vehicle equipment) notification about a
new motor vehicle or new item of replacement
equipment in the dealer’s possession at the time
of notification that contains a defect related to
motor vehicle safety or does not comply with an
applicable motor vehicle safety standard pre-
scribed under this chapter, the dealer may sell
or lease the motor vehicle or item of replace-
ment equipment only if—

(A) the defect or noncompliance is remedied
as required by this section before delivery
under the sale or lease; or

(B) when the notification is required by an
order under section 30118(b) of this title, en-
forcement of the order is restrained or the
order is set aside in a civil action to which
section 30121(d) of this title applies.

(2) This subsection does not prohibit a dealer
from offering for sale or lease the vehicle or
equipment.

(j) PROHIBITION ON SALES OF REPLACED EQUIP-
MENT.—No person may sell or lease any motor
vehicle equipment (including a tire), for instal-
lation on a motor vehicle, that is the subject of
a decision under section 30118(b) or a notice re-
quired under section 30118(c) in a condition that
it may be reasonably used for its original pur-
pose unless—
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(1) the defect or noncompliance is remedied
as required by this section before delivery
under the sale or lease; or

(2) notification of the defect or noncompli-
ance is required under section 30118(b) but en-
forcement of the order is set aside in a civil
action to which section 30121(d) applies.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 952;
Pub. L. 105-178, title VII, §7106(a), June 9, 1998,
112 Stat. 467; Pub. L. 106-414, §§4, 6-8, Nov. 1,
2000, 114 Stat. 1803-1805.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggfgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30120(a) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re- Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
lated to §108(a)(1)(D) (related to
15:1414(a)(1) (1st §§154(a), (b)(1), (2) (1st sen-
sentence), (2)). tence), (c), 156, 157), 80
Stat. 722; restated Oct. 27,
1974,  Pub. . 93-492,
§103(a)(1)(A), (3), 88 Stat.
14717, 1478.
15:1414(a)(1) (1st sen- | Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
tence), (2). 80 Stat. 1718, §§154(a),
(b)), (2) (1st sentence),
(c), 156 (related to rem-
edy), 1567 (related to rem-
edy); added Oct. 27, 1974,
Pub. L. 93-492, §102(a), 88
Stat. 1472, 1474, 1475.
30120(b) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1414(a)(5)).
15:1414(a)(5).
30120(c) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1414(b)(1), (2)
(1st sentence)).
15:1414(b)(1), (2) (1st
sentence).
30120(d) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1414(c)).
15:1414(c).
30120(e) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to 15:1416).
15:1416 (related to
remedy).
30120(%) ....... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1414(a)(3)).
15:1414(a)(3).
30120(g)(1) .. | 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1414(a)(4)).
15:1414(a)(4).
30120(g)(2) .. | 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1414(a)(1) (last
sentence)).
15:1414(a)(1) (last
sentence).
30120(h) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to 15:1417).
15:1417 (related to
remedy).
30120(1) ....... 15:1414(d). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §154(d); added
Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L.
102-240, §2504(b), 105 Stat.
2083.

In this section, the text of 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (related to
15:1414(a), (b)(1), (2) (1st sentence), and (c), and 1416) is
omitted as surplus.

In subsection (a)(1), before clause (A), the words
‘““‘Subject to subsections (f) and (g) of this section” are
added for clarity. The words ‘‘with an applicable Fed-
eral motor vehicle safety standard . . . which relates to
motor vehicle safety’” and ‘‘pursuant to such notifica-
tion’’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘shall remedy’’
are substituted for ‘‘shall cause such defect or failure
to comply in such motor vehicle or such item of re-
placement equipment to be remedied” to eliminate un-
necessary words. The words ‘‘the defect or noncompli-
ance’’ are added for clarity. In clauses (A) and (B), the
words ‘“‘without charge’ are omitted as unnecessary be-
cause of the words ‘‘without charge’ in this subsection
before this clause (A). In clause (A), the words ‘‘pre-
sented for remedy pursuant to such notification’ and
“‘of such motor vehicle in full”’ are omitted as surplus.
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Subsection (a)(2) is substituted for 15:1414(a)(2)(A)
(last sentence) for clarity.

In subsection (b)(1), before clause (A), the words
‘‘shall remedy a defective or noncomplying tire if’’ are
substituted for ‘‘shall not be obligated to remedy such
tire if such tire is not” to eliminate unnecessary words
and for consistency. The words ‘‘pursuant to notifica-
tion” are omitted as surplus. In clause (B), the words
‘“‘decides to replace the tire’’ are substituted for ‘‘elects
replacement’’ for clarity.

Subsection (b)(2) is substituted for 15:1414(a)(5)(B) to
eliminate unnecessary words.

In subsection (c)(1), the words before clause (A) are
substituted for ‘“Whenever a manufacturer has elected
under subsection (a) of this section to cause the repair
of a defect in a motor vehicle or item of replacement
equipment or of a failure of such vehicle or item of re-
placement equipment to comply with a motor vehicle
safety standard, and he has failed to cause such defect
or failure to comply to be adequately repaired within a
reasonable time, then (A) he shall” to eliminate unnec-
essary words. In clause (A), the word ‘‘replace” is sub-
stituted for ‘‘cause . . . to be replaced” for consistency.
In clause (B), the word ‘‘refund” is substituted for
“shall cause . . . to be refunded” for consistency. The
words ‘‘in full” and ‘“‘and if the manufacturer so
elects)”” are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (c¢)(2), the word ‘‘presentation’ is sub-
stituted for ‘‘tender’ for clarity. The words ‘‘for re-
pair”’ are omitted as surplus. The last sentence is sub-
stituted for 15:1414(b)(2) (1st sentence) because of the re-
statement.

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘(including a manufac-
turer)”’ are omitted as surplus. The word ‘‘information”
is substituted for ‘‘data’ for consistency in the revised
title.

In subsection (f), the word ‘‘fair’ is substituted for
“fair and equitable” to eliminate unnecessary words.
The words ‘‘for such remedy’ are omitted as surplus.
The words ‘“‘providing a’ are substituted for ‘“who ef-
fects” for consistency.

In subsection (g)(2), the words ‘‘In the case of notifi-
cation required by an order’” are omitted as unneces-
sary. The word ‘‘civil”’ is added because of rule 2 of the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure (28 App. U.S.C.).

In subsection (h), the words ‘‘any requirement
under’’, ‘“‘or to remedy”’, and ‘‘as it relates’ are omitted
as surplus. The words ‘“The Secretary may take action
under this subsection only’ are added because of the
restatement.

AMENDMENTS
2000—Subsec. (¢)(3). Pub. L. 106-414, §6(a), added par.

3).

Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 106-414, §7, inserted at end ‘‘In the
case of a remedy program involving the replacement of
tires, the manufacturer shall include a plan addressing
how to prevent, to the extent reasonably within the
control of the manufacturer, replaced tires from being
resold for installation on a motor vehicle, and how to
limit, to the extent reasonably within the control of
the manufacturer, the disposal of replaced tires in
landfills, particularly through shredding, crumbling,
recycling, recovery, and other alternative beneficial
non-vehicular uses. The manufacturer shall include in-
formation about the implementation of such plan with
each quarterly report to the Secretary regarding the
progress of any notification or remedy campaigns.”

Pub. L. 106-414, §6(b), inserted at end ‘A manufactur-
er’s remedy program shall include a plan for reimburs-
ing an owner or purchaser who incurred the cost of the
remedy within a reasonable time in advance of the
manufacturer’s notification under subsection (b) or (c)
of section 30118. The Secretary may prescribe regula-
tions establishing what constitutes a reasonable time
for purposes of the preceding sentence and other rea-
sonable conditions for the reimbursement plan.”

Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 106-414, §4, substituted ‘10 cal-
endar years’” for ‘8 calendar years’” and ‘5 calendar
years’ for ‘3 calendar years’’.
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Subsec. (j). Pub. L. 106-414, §8, added subsec. (j).

1998—Subsec. (i)(1). Pub. L. 105-178 inserted ‘‘(includ-
ing retailers of motor vehicle equipment)’”’ after ‘‘pro-
vided to a dealer’ in introductory provisions.

§ 30121. Provisional notification and civil actions
to enforce

(a) PROVISIONAL NOTIFICATION.—(1) The Sec-
retary of Transportation may order a manufac-
turer to issue a provisional notification if a civil
action about an order issued under section
30118(b) of this title has been brought under sec-
tion 30163 of this title. The provisional notifica-
tion shall contain—

(A) a statement that the Secretary has de-
cided that a defect related to motor vehicle
safety or noncompliance with a motor vehicle
safety standard prescribed under this chapter
exists and that the manufacturer is contesting
the decision in a civil action in a United
States district court;

(B) a clear description of the Secretary’s
stated basis for the decision;

(C) the Secretary’s evaluation of the risk to
motor vehicle safety reasonably related to the
defect or noncompliance;

(D) measures the Secretary considers nec-
essary to avoid an unreasonable risk to motor
vehicle safety resulting from the defect or
noncompliance;

(E) a statement that the manufacturer will
remedy the defect or noncompliance without
charge under section 30120 of this title, but
that the requirement to remedy without
charge is conditioned on the outcome of the
civil action; and

(F) other information the Secretary pre-
scribes by regulation or includes in the order
requiring the notice.

(2) A notification under this subsection does
not relieve a manufacturer of liability for not
giving notification required by an order under
section 30118(b) of this title.

(b) C1viL ACTIONS FOR NOT NOTIFYING.—(1) A
manufacturer that does not notify owners and
purchasers under section 30119(c) and (d) of this
title is liable to the United States Government
for a civil penalty, unless the manufacturer pre-
vails in a civil action referred to in subsection
(a) of this section or the court in that action en-
joins enforcement of the order. Enforcement
may be enjoined only if the court decides that
the failure to notify is reasonable and that the
manufacturer has demonstrated the likelihood
of prevailing on the merits. If enforcement is en-
joined, the manufacturer is not liable during the
time the order is stayed.

(2) A manufacturer that does not notify own-
ers and purchasers as required under subsection
(a) of this section is liable for a civil penalty re-
gardless of whether the manufacturer prevails in
an action on the validity of the order issued
under section 30118(b) of this title.

(c) ORDERS TO MANUFACTURERS.—If the Sec-
retary prevails in a civil action referred to in
subsection (a) of this section, the Secretary
shall order the manufacturer—

(1) to notify each owner, purchaser, and deal-
er described in section 30119(d) of this title of
the outcome of the action and other informa-
tion the Secretary requires, and notification
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under this clause may be combined with noti-
fication required under section 30118(b) of this
title;

(2) to specify the earliest date under section
30119(b) of this title on which the defect or
noncompliance will be remedied without
charge under section 30120 of this title; and

(3) if notification was required under sub-
section (a) of this section, to reimburse an
owner or purchaser for reasonable and nec-
essary expenses (in an amount that is not
more than the amount specified in the order of
the Secretary under subsection (a)) incurred
for repairing the defect or noncompliance dur-
ing the period beginning on the date that noti-
fication was required to be issued and ending
on the date the owner or purchaser receives
the notification under this subsection.

(d) VENUE.—Notwithstanding section 30163(c)
of this title, a civil action about an order issued
under section 30118(b) of this title must be
brought in the United States district court for a
judicial district in the State in which the manu-
facturer is incorporated or the District of Co-
lumbia. On motion of a party, the court may
transfer the action to another district court if
good cause is shown. All actions related to the
same order under section 30118(b) shall be con-
solidated in an action in one judicial district
under an order of the court in which the first ac-
tion was brought. If the first action is trans-
ferred to another court, that court shall issue
the consolidation order.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 954.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gggt%ez Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30121(a) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re- Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
lated to §108(a)(1)(D) (related to
15:1415(b)). §155), 80 Stat. 722; restated
Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §103(a)(1)(A), (3), 88
Stat. 1477, 1478.
15:1415(b). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §155(b)—(d);
added Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §102(a), 88 Stat.
1474.
30121(b) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1415(¢)).
15:1415(c).
30121(¢c) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1415(d)).
15:1415(d).
30121(d) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1415(a)).
15:1415(a). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §155(a); added
Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §102(a), 88 Stat.
1474; Nov. 8, 1984, Pub. L.
98-620, §402(17), 98 Stat.
3358.

In this section, the text of 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (related to
15:1415) is omitted as surplus.

In subsection (a)(1), before clause (A), the words ‘‘and
to which subsection (a) of this section applies’ are
omitted because of the restatement. In clause (A), the
words ‘‘prescribed under this chapter’ are substituted
for ‘“‘Federal”, and the words ‘‘civil action’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘proceeding’’, for consistency. In clause
(B), the words ‘‘that there is such a defect or failure”
are omitted as surplus. In clause (D), the word ‘‘consid-
ers’’ is substituted for ‘“which in the judgment of . . .
are’’ to eliminate unnecessary words. In clause (E), the
word ‘‘remedy’’ is substituted for ‘‘cause . . . to be rem-
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edied” to eliminate unnecessary words. The words
‘‘civil action’ are substituted for ‘‘court proceeding”
for consistency.

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘with respect to such
failure to notify’’ are omitted as surplus. The word ‘‘en-
joins” is substituted for ‘‘restrains’ for consistency.
The words ‘“‘of such an order’” and ‘‘for which the effec-
tiveness of’’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘“by an order’”, ‘‘or
not”’, and ‘‘(to which subsection (a) of the section ap-
plies)’”’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (c), before clause (1), the words ‘“‘a civil
action referred to in subsection (a) of this section” are
substituted for ‘(i) a manufacturer fails within the pe-
riod specified in section 1413(b) of this title to comply
with an order under section 1412(b) of this title to af-
ford notification to owners and purchasers, (ii) a civil
action to which subsection (a) of this section applies is
commenced with respect to such order, and (iii) . . . in
such action” to eliminate unnecessary words. In clause
(1), the word ‘‘action” is substituted for ‘‘proceeding”
for consistency. The words ‘‘containing” and ‘‘by an
order” are omitted as surplus. In clause (2), the words
“‘under section 30119(b) of this title’’ are substituted for
‘‘(in accordance with the second and third sentences of
section 1414(b) of this title)”’ for clarity. The words
‘““‘under section 30120 of this title’’ are added for clarity.
In clause (3), the words ‘‘which are . . . by such owner
or purchaser’”’, ‘‘the purpose of’, and ‘‘to which the
order relates’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘Notwithstanding sec-
tion 30163(c) of this title” are added for clarity. The
words ‘“‘An action under section 1399(a) of this title to
restrain a violation of an order . . . or under section
1398 of this title to collect a civil penalty with respect
to a violation of such an order” and ‘‘to which the
order applies” are omitted as surplus. The words ‘“‘may
transfer the action’ are substituted for ‘‘orders a
change of venue’” for consistency with 28:1404. The
words ‘‘(including enforcement actions)’’ are omitted
as surplus. The words ‘‘that court shall issue the con-
solidation order” are substituted for ‘‘by order of such
other court’ for clarity.

§30122. Making safety devices and elements in-
operative

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, ‘“‘motor vehi-
cle repair business’” means a person holding it-
self out to the public to repair for compensation
a motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment.

(b) PROHIBITION.—A manufacturer, distributor,
dealer, or motor vehicle repair business may not
knowingly make inoperative any part of a de-
vice or element of design installed on or in a
motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment in
compliance with an applicable motor vehicle
safety standard prescribed under this chapter
unless the manufacturer, distributor, dealer, or
repair business reasonably believes the vehicle
or equipment will not be used (except for testing
or a similar purpose during maintenance or re-
pair) when the device or element is inoperative.

(¢c) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation may prescribe regulations—

(1) to exempt a person from this section if
the Secretary decides the exemption is con-
sistent with motor vehicle safety and section
30101 of this title; and

(2) to define ‘‘make inoperative’’.

(d) NONAPPLICATION.—This section does not
apply to a safety belt interlock or buzzer de-
signed to indicate a safety belt is not in use as
described in section 30124 of this title.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 956.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
ggg;fgz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large) I;gggfgz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30122(a) ...... 15:1397(a)(2)(A) (last | Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563, 30123(a) ...... 15:1421 (1st sen- Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
sentence). 80 Stat. 718, §108(a)(2)(A)- tence). §§201-203, 204(c), 205, 80
(C); added Oct. 27, 74, Stat. 728, 729.
Pub. L. 93492, §103(a) 30123(b) ...... 15:1421 (2d sen-
(1)(A), 88 Stat. 1477. tence).
30122(b) ...... 15:1397(a)(2)(A) (1st 30123(c) ...... 15:1421 (last sen-
sentence). tence).
30122(c) ...... 15:1397(a)(2)(B). 30123(d) ...... 15:1424(a). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
30122(d) ...... 15:1397(a)(2)(C). §204(a), 80 Stat. 729; re-
sta'gedélg(gct‘ 27, 19’273% SPub.
. . L. 93-492, §110(c), tat.
In subsections (a) and (c), the words ‘‘the term’ are 1484. S0 &
omitted as surplus. ) 1531334(0)‘
In subsection (a), the words ‘‘in the business of’’ are 30123(8) -.--. %2514222
omitted as surplus. 30123(D) ....... 15:1422.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘an applicable motor ve-
hicle safety standard prescribed under this chapter’
are substituted for ‘‘an applicable Federal motor vehi-
cle safety standard’ for consistency. The words ‘‘of de-
sign” the 2d time they appear and ‘‘rendered’ are omit-
ted as surplus.

In subsection (c)(1), the words ‘‘section 30101 of this
title”” are substituted for ‘‘the purposes of this chap-
ter”’ as being more precise.

In subsection (d), the words ‘“with respect . . . the
rendering inoperative of”’ are omitted as surplus.

§30123. Tires

(a) REGROOVED TIRE LIMITATIONS.—(1) In this
subsection, ‘‘regrooved tire’” means a tire with a
new tread produced by cutting into the tread of
a worn tire.

(2) The Secretary may authorize the sale, offer
for sale, introduction for sale, or delivery for in-
troduction in interstate commerce, of a re-
grooved tire or a motor vehicle equipped with
regrooved tires if the Secretary decides the tires
are designed and made in a way consistent with
section 30101 of this title. A person may not sell,
offer for sale, introduce for sale, or deliver for
introduction in interstate commerce, a re-
grooved tire or a vehicle equipped with re-
grooved tires unless authorized by the Sec-
retary.

(b) UNIFORM QUALITY GRADING SYSTEM, NOMEN-
CLATURE, AND MARKETING PRACTICES.—The Sec-
retary shall prescribe through standards a uni-
form quality grading system for motor vehicle
tires to help consumers make an informed
choice when purchasing tires. The Secretary
also shall cooperate with industry and the Fed-
eral Trade Commission to the greatest extent
practicable to eliminate deceptive and confusing
tire nomenclature and marketing practices. A
tire standard or regulation prescribed under this
chapter supersedes an order or administrative
interpretation of the Commission.

(c) MAXIMUM LOAD STANDARDS.—The Secretary
shall require a motor vehicle to be equipped
with tires that meet maximum load standards
when the vehicle is loaded with a reasonable
amount of luggage and the total number of pas-
sengers the vehicle is designed to carry. The ve-
hicle shall be equipped with those tires by the
manufacturer or by the first purchaser when the
vehicle is first bought in good faith other than
for resale.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 956;
Pub. L. 105-178, title VII, §7106(b), June 9, 1998,
112 Stat. 467.)

In subsections (a) and (d)(2), the words ‘‘section 30101
of this title” are substituted for ‘‘the purposes of this
chapter’ as being more precise.

In subsection (a), the words ‘“‘to a motor vehicle safe-
ty standard prescribed under this chapter’” are sub-
stituted for ‘‘In all standards for . . . established under
subchapter I of this chapter . . . thereto” for consist-
ency and because of the restatement.

In subsection (b)(1)(A) and (B), the word ‘‘suitable” is
omitted as surplus.

In subsection (b)(1)(C), the words ‘‘for a tire contain-
ing” are substituted for ‘‘unless the tire contains . . .
in which case it shall also contain’ to eliminate unnec-
essary words. The word ‘‘allowing” is substituted for
“‘which would permit’’ for consistency.

In subsection (b)(3), the word ‘‘actual’” is omitted as
surplus.

In subsection (b)(5)(A), the word ‘‘statement” is sub-
stituted for ‘‘recital’ for clarity. The words ‘‘complies
with” are substituted for ‘‘conforms to’’, the words
“‘prescribed under this chapter” are substituted for
‘““Federal’”’, and the word ‘‘or’’ is substituted for ‘‘except
that in lieu of such recital’’, for consistency.

In subsection (b)(5)(B), the word ‘‘appropriate’ is
omitted as surplus.

In subsection (d)(2), the words ‘‘by order’’ are omitted
as surplus. The words ‘‘a regrooved tire or a motor ve-
hicle equipped with regrooved tires’ are substituted for
‘“‘any tire or motor vehicle equipped with any tire
which has been regrooved’ for consistency. The words
‘A person may not . . . unless authorized by the Sec-
retary’’ are substituted for ‘“No person shall” for clar-
ity and consistency in the revised title. The word ‘‘in-
troduce” is substituted for ‘“‘introduction’ after ‘‘or”
to correct a mistake.

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘The Secretary shall pre-
scribe through standards’ are substituted for ‘“‘within
two years after September 9, 1966, the Secretary shall,
through standards established under subchapter I of
this chapter, prescribe by order, and publish in the Fed-
eral Register’” in 15:1423 to eliminate unnecessary and
executed words. The text of 15:1423 (2d sentence) is
omitted as executed. The last sentence is substituted
for 15:1425 to eliminate unnecessary words.

In subsection (f), the words ‘‘In standards established
under subchapter I of this chapter” and ‘‘fully’ are
omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘The vehicle shall be
equipped” are added for clarity.

AMENDMENTS

1998—Pub. L. 105-178 redesignated subsecs. (d) to (f) as
(a) to (c), respectively, and struck out former subsecs.
(a) to (c), which related to labeling requirements, con-
tents of label, and additional information that may be
required, respectively.

IMPROVED TIRE INFORMATION

Pub. L. 106-414, §11, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1806, pro-
vided that:

‘‘(a) TIRE LABELING.—Within 30 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act [Nov. 1, 2000], the Secretary
of Transportation shall initiate a rulemaking proceed-
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ing to improve the labeling of tires required by section
30123 of title 49, United States Code[,] to assist consum-
ers in identifying tires that may be the subject of a de-
cision under section 30118(b) [of title 49] or a notice re-
quired under section 30118(c). The Secretary shall com-
plete the rulemaking not later than June 1, 2002.

*“(b) INFLATION LEVELS AND LOAD LIMITS.—In the rule-
making initiated under subsection (a), the Secretary
may take whatever additional action is appropriate to
ensure that the public is aware of the importance of ob-
serving motor vehicle tire load limits and maintaining
proper tire inflation levels for the safe operation of a
motor vehicle. Such additional action may include a
requirement that the manufacturer of motor vehicles
provide the purchasers of the motor vehicles informa-
tion on appropriate tire inflation levels and load limits
if the Secretary determines that requiring such manu-
facturers to provide such information is the most ap-
propriate way such information can be provided.”

TIRE PRESSURE WARNING

Pub. L. 106414, §13, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1806, pro-
vided that: ‘““Not later than 1 year after the date of the
enactment of this Act [Nov. 1, 2000], the Secretary of
Transportation shall complete a rulemaking for a regu-
lation to require a warning system in new motor vehi-
cles to indicate to the operator when a tire is signifi-
cantly under inflated. Such requirement shall become
effective not later than 2 years after the date of the
completion of such rulemaking.”

§30124. Buzzers indicating nonuse of safety belts

A motor vehicle safety standard prescribed
under this chapter may not require or allow a
manufacturer to comply with the standard by
using a safety belt interlock designed to prevent
starting or operating a motor vehicle if an occu-
pant is not using a safety belt or a buzzer de-
signed to indicate a safety belt is not in use, ex-
cept a buzzer that operates only during the 8-
second period after the ignition is turned to the
““start’ or ‘‘on’’ position.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 957.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30124 .......... 15:1410Db. Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,

80 Stat. 718, §125; added
Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §109, 88 Stat. 1482.

The text of 15:1410b(a) and (c)—(e) is omitted as obso-
lete. The text of 15:1410b(b)(2) and (3) and (f)(2) and (3)
is omitted as unnecessary because of the restatement.
The words ‘“After the effective date of the amendment
prescribed under subsection (a) of this section” are
omitted as executed. The words ‘‘prescribed under this
chapter’” are substituted for ‘‘Federal’’ for consistency
in this chapter.

§30125. Schoolbuses and schoolbus equipment

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) ““schoolbus” means a passenger motor ve-
hicle designed to carry a driver and more than
10 passengers, that the Secretary of Transpor-
tation decides is likely to be used significantly
to transport preprimary, primary, and second-
ary school students to or from school or an
event related to school.

(2) ““schoolbus equipment’ means equipment
designed primarily for a schoolbus or manu-
factured or sold to replace or improve a sys-
tem, part, or component of a schoolbus or as
an accessory or addition to a schoolbus.
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(b) STANDARDS.—The Secretary shall prescribe
motor vehicle safety standards for schoolbuses
and schoolbus equipment manufactured in, or
imported into, the United States. Standards
shall include minimum performance require-
ments for—

(1) emergency exits;

(2) interior protection for occupants;

(3) floor strength;

(4) seating systems;

(5) crashworthiness of body and frame (in-
cluding protection against rollover hazards);

(6) vehicle operating systems;

(7) windows and windshields; and

(8) fuel systems.

(c) TEST DRIVING BY MANUFACTURERS.—The
Secretary may require by regulation a schoolbus
to be test-driven by a manufacturer before in-
troduction in commerce.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 957.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

30125(a) ...... 15:1391(14), (15). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §102(14), (15);
added Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §201, 88 Stat. 1484.

Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §103(1)(1), (2);
added Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §202, 88 Stat. 1484;
July 8, 1976, Pub. L. 94-346,
§2, 90 Stat. 815.

30125(b) ...... 15:1392(1)(1).

30125(c) ...... 15:1392(1)(2).

15:1397(a)(1)(F). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §108(a)(1)(F);
added Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §203, 88 Stat. 1485.

In subsection (a)(1), the words ‘‘the purpose of”’ are
omitted as surplus.

In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘any similar part or
component’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (b), before clause (1), the text of
15:1392(1)(1)(A) (1st sentence) and (B) (words before 2d
comma) is omitted as executed. The word ‘‘prescribe”
is substituted for ‘‘promulgate’, and the word ‘‘Fed-
eral’” is omitted, for consistency. The words ‘“Such pro-
posed standards’ and ‘‘those aspects of performance set
out in clauses (i) through (viii) of subparagraph (A) of
this paragraph’ are omitted because of the restate-
ment. The word ‘‘requirements’ is substituted for
‘“‘standards’ to avoid using ‘‘standards’ in 2 different
ways. The text of 15:1392(1)(1)(B) (last 6 words) is omit-
ted as executed.

In subsection (c), the text of 15:1397(a)(1)(F) is omit-
ted as unnecessary because of the restatement.

§30126. Used motor vehicles

To ensure a continuing and effective national
safety program, it is the policy of the United
States Government to encourage and strengthen
State inspection of used motor vehicles. There-
fore, the Secretary of Transportation shall pre-
scribe uniform motor vehicle safety standards
applicable to all used motor vehicles. The stand-
ards shall be stated in terms of motor vehicle
safety performance.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 958.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30126 .......... 15:1397(b)(1) (2d-last | Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,

sentences). §108(b)(1) (2d-last sen-

tences), 80 Stat. 722.
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The words ‘“‘In order’” are omitted as surplus. The
words ‘‘United States Government’’ are substituted for
“Congress’ for clarity and consistency in the revised
title. The words ‘‘Therefore, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall prescribe uniform motor vehicle safety
standards applicable to all used motor vehicles” are
substituted for 15:1397(b)(1) (4th sentence) to eliminate
unnecessary and executed words. The text of
15:1397(b)(1) (last sentence) is omitted as unnecessary
because of 5:ch. 5, subch. II. The text of 15:1397(b)(1) (3d
sentence) is omitted as executed.

§30127. Automatic occupant crash protection
and seat belt use

(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) “bus” means a motor vehicle with motive
power (except a trailer) designed to carry
more than 10 individuals.

(2) “multipurpose passenger vehicle’”’ means
a motor vehicle with motive power (except a
trailer), designed to carry not more than 10 in-
dividuals, that is constructed either on a
truck chassis or with special features for occa-
sional off-road operation.

(3) ‘“‘passenger car’”’ means a motor vehicle
with motive power (except a multipurpose pas-
senger vehicle, motorcycle, or trailer) de-
signed to carry not more than 10 individuals.

(4) ““truck” means a motor vehicle with mo-
tive power (except a trailer) designed pri-
marily to transport property or special pur-
pose equipment.

(b) INFLATABLE RESTRAINT REQUIREMENTS.—(1)
Not later than September 1, 1993, the Secretary
of Transportation shall prescribe under this
chapter an amendment to Federal Motor Vehicle
Safety Standard 208 issued under the National
Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966.
The amendment shall require that the auto-
matic occupant crash protection system for
both of the front outboard seating positions for
each of the following vehicles be an inflatable
restraint (with lap and shoulder belts) comply-
ing with the occupant protection requirements
under section 4.1.2.1 of Standard 208:

(A) 95 percent of each manufacturer’s annual
production of passenger cars manufactured
after August 31, 1996, and before September 1,
1997.

(B) 80 percent of each manufacturer’s annual
production of buses, multipurpose passenger
vehicles, and trucks (except walk-in van-type
trucks and vehicles designed to be sold only to
the United States Postal Service) with a gross
vehicle weight rating of not more than 8,500
pounds and an unloaded vehicle weight of not
more than 5,500 pounds manufactured after
August 31, 1997, and before September 1, 1998.

(C) 100 percent of each manufacturer’s an-
nual production of passenger cars manufac-
tured after August 31, 1997.

(D) 100 percent of each manufacturer’s an-
nual production of vehicles described in clause
(B) of this paragraph manufactured after Au-
gust 31, 1998.

(2) Manufacturers may not use credits and in-
centives available before September 1, 1998,
under the provisions of Standard 208 (as amend-
ed by this section) to comply with the require-
ments of paragraph (1)(D) of this subsection
after August 31, 1998.

TITLE 499—TRANSPORTATION

§30127

(c) OWNER MANUAL REQUIREMENTS.—In amend-
ing Standard 208, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall require, to be effective as soon as
possible after the amendment is prescribed, that
owner manuals for passenger cars, buses, multi-
purpose passenger vehicles, and trucks equipped
with an inflatable restraint include a statement
in an easily understandable format stating
that—

(1) either or both of the front outboard seat-
ing positions of the vehicle are equipped with
an inflatable restraint referred to as an ‘‘air-
bag’ and a lap and shoulder belt;

(2) the ‘‘airbag’ is a supplemental restraint
and is not a substitute for lap and shoulder
belts;

(3) lap and shoulder belts also must be used
correctly by an occupant in a front outboard
seating position to provide restraint or protec-
tion from frontal crashes as well as other
types of crashes or accidents; and

(4) occupants should always wear their lap
and shoulder belts, if available, or other safety
belts, whether or not there is an inflatable re-
straint.

(d) SEAT BELT USE LAWS.—Congress finds that
it is in the public interest for each State to
adopt and enforce mandatory seat belt use laws
and for the United States Government to adopt
and enforce mandatory seat belt use regula-
tions.

(e) TEMPORARY EXEMPTIONS.—(1) On applica-
tion of a manufacturer, the Secretary of Trans-
portation may exempt, on a temporary basis,
motor vehicles of that manufacturer from any
requirement under subsections (b) and (c) of this
section on terms the Secretary considers appro-
priate. An exemption may be renewed.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation may grant
an exemption under paragraph (1) of this sub-
section if the Secretary finds that there has
been a disruption in the supply of any compo-
nent of an inflatable restraint or in the use and
installation of that component by the manufac-
turer because of an unavoidable event not under
the control of the manufacturer that will pre-
vent the manufacturer from meeting its antici-
pated production volume of vehicles with those
restraints.

(3) Only an affected manufacturer may apply
for an exemption. The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall prescribe in the amendment to
Standard 208 required under this section the in-
formation an affected manufacturer must in-
clude in its application under this subsection.
The manufacturer shall specify in the applica-
tion the models, lines, and types of vehicles af-
fected. The Secretary may consolidate similar
applications from different manufacturers.

(4) An exemption or renewal of an exemption
is conditioned on the commitment of the manu-
facturer to recall the exempted vehicles for in-
stallation of the omitted inflatable restraints
within a reasonable time that the manufacturer
proposes and the Secretary of Transportation
approves after the components become available
in sufficient quantities to satisfy both antici-
pated production and recall volume require-
ments.

(5) The Secretary of Transportation shall pub-
lish in the Federal Register a notice of each ap-
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plication under this subsection and each deci-
sion to grant or deny a temporary exemption
and the reasons for the decision.

(6) The Secretary of Transportation shall re-
quire a label for each exempted vehicle that can
be removed only after recall and installation of
the required inflatable restraint. The Secretary
shall require that written notice of the exemp-
tion be provided to the dealer and the first pur-
chaser of each exempted vehicle other than for
resale, with the notice being provided in a way,
and containing the information, the Secretary
considers appropriate.

(f) APPLICATION.—(1) This section revises, but
does not replace, Standard 208 as in effect on De-
cember 18, 1991, including the amendment of
March 26, 1991 (56 Fed. Reg. 12472), to Standard
208, extending the requirements for automatic
crash protection, with incentives for more inno-
vative automatic crash protection, to trucks,
buses, and multipurpose passenger vehicles. This
section may not be construed as—

(A) affecting another provision of law car-
ried out by the Secretary of Transportation
applicable to passenger cars, buses, multi-
purpose passenger vehicles, or trucks; or

(B) establishing a precedent related to devel-
oping or prescribing a Government motor ve-
hicle safety standard.

(2) This section and amendments to Standard
208 made under this section may not be con-
strued as indicating an intention by Congress to
affect any liability of a motor vehicle manufac-
turer under applicable law related to vehicles
with or without inflatable restraints.

(g) REPORT.—(1) On October 1, 1992, and annu-
ally after that date through October 1, 2000, the
Secretary of Transportation shall submit re-
ports on the effectiveness of occupant restraint
systems expressed as a percentage reduction in
fatalities or injuries of restrained occupants
compared to unrestrained occupants for—

(A) a combination of inflated restraints and
lap and shoulder belts;

(B) inflated restraints only; and

(C) lap and shoulder belts only.

(2) In consultation with the Secretaries of
Labor and Defense, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation also shall provide information and analy-
sis on lap and shoulder belt use, nationally and
in each State by—

(A) military personnel;

(B) Government, State, and local law en-
forcement officers;

(C) other Government and State employees;
and

(D) the public.

(h) AIRBAGS FOR GOVERNMENT CARS.—In co-
operation with the Administrator of General
Services and the heads of appropriate depart-
ments, agencies, and instrumentalities of the
Government, the Secretary of Transportation
shall establish a program, consistent with appli-
cable procurement laws of the Government and
available appropriations, requiring that all pas-
senger cars acquired—

(1) after September 30, 1994, for use by the
Government be equipped, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, with driver-side inflatable re-
straints; and
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(2) after September 30, 1996, for use by the
Government be equipped, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, with inflatable restraints for
both front outboard seating positions.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 958;
Pub. L. 105-178, title VII, §7106(c), June 9, 1998,
112 Stat. 467.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

I;:gtlfgz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30127(a) ...... 15:1392 (note). Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 102-240,
§2502(a), 105 Stat. 2081.
30127(b) ...... 15:1392 (note). Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 102-240,
§2508(a)(1) (1st sentence),
(b), 105 Stat. 2084, 2085.
30127(c) ...... 15:1392 (note). Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 102-240,
§2508(a)(2), 105 Stat. 2085.
30127(d) ...... 15:1392 (note). Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 102-240,
§2508(a)(3), 105 Stat. 2085.
30127(e) ...... 15:1392 (note). Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 102-240,
§2508(c), 105 Stat. 2086.
30127(f) ....... 15:1392 (note). Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 102-240,
§2508(a)(1) (last sentence),
(d), 105 Stat. 2085, 2086.
30127(g) ...... 15:1392 (note). Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 102-240,
§2508(e), 105 Stat. 2086.
30127(h) ...... 15:1392 (note). Dec. 18, 1991, Pub. L. 102-240,
§2508(f), 105 Stat. 2087.

In subsection (a), the definitions are derived from
section 2502(a) of the Intermodal Surface Transpor-
tation Efficiency Act of 1991 (Public Law 102-240, 105
Stat. 2081) and are restated because those definitions
apply to the source provisions being restated in this
section.

In subsection (b)(1), before clause (A), the words
‘“Notwithstanding any other provision of law or rule”
and ‘‘(to the extent such Act is not in conflict with the
provisions of this section)’ are omitted as unnecessary
because of the restatement. The words ‘“The amend-
ment shall require’” are substituted for ‘“The amend-
ment promulgated under subsection (a) shall establish
the following schedule” for clarity. The words ‘‘manu-
factured on or after the dates specified in the applica-
ble schedule established by subsection (b)”’, ‘“The
amendment shall take effect’’, and ‘“‘Subject to the pro-
visions of subsection (c)’’ are omitted as unnecessary
because of the restatement. The words ‘‘for both of the
front outboard seating positions for each’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘for the front outboard designated seating
positions of each’ for clarity. In clause (B), the word
‘“‘new’ is omitted as unnecessary because of the re-
statement. The word ‘“‘only’’ is substituted for ‘‘exclu-
sively” for consistency in the revised title.

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘‘after August 31, 1998’
are substituted for “‘on and after such date’’ for clarity.

In subsection (c), before clause (1), the words “In
amending Standard 208, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall require’ are substituted for ‘“The amend-
ment to such Standard 208 shall also require” for clar-
ity and to eliminate unnecessary words.

In subsection (e)(3), the words ‘‘Only an affected man-
ufacturer may apply for an exemption’ are added for
clarity. The words ‘‘consolidate similar applications
from different manufacturers’” are substituted for
‘‘consolidate applications of a similar nature of 1 or
more manufacturers’’ for clarity.

In subsection (f)(1), before clause (A), the words ‘“‘by
the Secretary or any other person, including any
court” are omitted as surplus. In clause (A), the word
“‘affecting”’ is substituted for ‘‘altering or affecting”’ to
eliminate an unnecessary word.

In subsection (f)(2), the words ‘‘by any person or
court” are omitted as unnecessary. The word ‘‘affect”
is substituted for ‘‘affect, change, or modify’’ to elimi-
nate unnecessary words.

In subsection (g)(1), before clause (A), the words ‘‘and
every 6 months after that date through” are sub-
stituted for ‘‘biannually ... and continuing to” for
clarity. The word ‘‘actual’” is omitted as unnecessary.
The word ‘‘expressed’ is substituted for ‘‘defined’ for
clarity.
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In subsection (g)(2)(C), the words ‘‘other Government
and State employees’ are substituted for ‘‘Federal and
State employees other than law enforcement officers”
for clarity and because of the restatement.

In subsection (h)(2), the words ‘“‘for both front out-
board seating positions’ are substituted for ‘‘for both
the driver and front seat outboard seating positions”
for clarity and consistency in this section.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of
1966, referred to in subsec. (b)(1), is Pub. L. 89-563, Sept.
9, 1966, 80 Stat. 718, as amended, which was classified
generally to chapter 38 (§1381 et seq.) of Title 15, Com-
merce and Trade, and was substantially repealed by
Pub. L. 103-272, §7(b), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 1379, and re-
enacted by the first section thereof as this chapter.

AMENDMENTS

1998—Subsec. (g)(1). Pub. L. 105-178 substituted ‘‘an-
nually” for ‘“‘every 6 months’ in introductory provi-
sions.

IMPROVING THE SAFETY OF CHILD RESTRAINTS

Pub. L. 107-318, Dec. 4, 2002, 116 Stat. 2772, provided
that:
“SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

“This Act may be cited as ‘Anton’s Law’.
“SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

‘‘Congress finds the following:

‘(1) It is the policy of the Department of Transpor-
tation that all child occupants of motor vehicles, re-
gardless of seating position, be appropriately re-
strained in order to reduce the incidence of injuries
and fatalities resulting from motor vehicle crashes
on the streets, roads, and highways.

‘“(2) Research has shown that very few children be-
tween the ages of 4 to 8 years old are in the appro-
priate restraint for their age when riding in pas-
senger motor vehicles.

‘/(3) Children who have outgrown their child safety
seats should ride in a belt-positioning booster seat
until an adult seat belt fits properly.

‘“(4) Children who were properly restrained when
riding in passenger motor vehicles suffered less se-
vere injuries from accidents than children not prop-
erly restrained.

“SEC. 3. IMPROVEMENT OF SAFETY OF CHILD RE-

STRAINTS IN PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLES.
‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transportation

(hereafter referred to as the ‘Secretary’) shall initiate
a rulemaking proceeding to establish performance re-
quirements for child restraints, including booster seats,
for the restraint of children weighing more than 50
pounds.

‘“(b) ELEMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION.—In the rule-
making proceeding required by subsection (a), the Sec-
retary shall—

‘(1) consider whether to include injury performance
criteria for child restraints, including booster seats
and other products for use in passenger motor vehi-
cles for the restraint of children weighing more than
50 pounds, under the requirements established in the
rulemaking proceeding;

‘(2) consider whether to establish performance re-
quirements for seat belt fit when used with booster
seats and other belt guidance devices;

‘“(3) consider whether to address situations where
children weighing more than 50 pounds only have ac-
cess to seating positions with lap belts, such as allow-
ing tethered child restraints for such children; and

‘“(4) review the definition of the term ‘booster seat’
in Federal motor vehicle safety standard No. 213
under section 571.213 of title 49, Code of Federal Regu-
lations, to determine if it is sufficiently comprehen-
sive.

‘‘(¢c) COMPLETION.—The Secretary shall complete the
rulemaking proceeding required by subsection (a) not
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later than 30 months after the date of the enactment of
this Act [Dec. 4, 2002].

“SEC. 4. DEVELOPMENT OF ANTHROPOMORPHIC
TEST DEVICE SIMULATING A 10-YEAR OLD
CHILD.

‘‘(a) DEVELOPMENT AND EVALUATION.—Not later than
24 months after the date of the enactment of this Act
[Dec. 4, 2002], the Secretary shall develop and evaluate
an anthropomorphic test device that simulates a 10-
year old child for use in testing child restraints used in
passenger motor vehicles.

“(b) ADOPTION BY RULEMAKING.—Within 1 year follow-
ing the development and evaluation carried out under
subsection (a), the Secretary shall initiate a rule-
making proceeding for the adoption of an
anthropomorphic test device as developed under sub-
section (a).

“SEC. 5. REQUIREMENTS FOR INSTALLATION OF

LAP AND SHOULDER BELTS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 24 months after the
date of the enactment of this Act [Dec. 4, 2002], the Sec-
retary shall complete a rulemaking proceeding to
amend Federal motor vehicle safety standard No. 208
under section 571.208 of title 49, Code of Federal Regula-
tions, relating to occupant crash protection, in order
to—

‘(1) require a lap and shoulder belt assembly for
each rear designated seating position in a passenger
motor vehicle with a gross vehicle weight rating of
10,000 pounds or less, except that if the Secretary de-
termines that installation of a lap and shoulder belt
assembly is not practicable for a particular des-
ignated seating position in a particular type of pas-
senger motor vehicle, the Secretary may exclude the
designated seating position from the requirement;
and

‘“(2) apply that requirement to passenger motor ve-
hicles in phases in accordance with subsection (b).
‘“(b) IMPLEMENTATION SCHEDULE.—The requirement

prescribed under subsection (a)(1) shall be implemented
in phases on a production year basis beginning with the
production year that begins not later than 12 months
after the end of the year in which the regulations are
prescribed under subsection (a). The final rule shall
apply to all passenger motor vehicles with a gross vehi-
cle weight rating of 10,000 pounds or less that are manu-
factured in the third production year of the implemen-
tation phase-in under the schedule.

“SEC. 6. EVALUATION OF INTEGRATED CHILD

SAFETY SYSTEMS.

‘‘(a) EVALUATION.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of enactment of this Act [Dec. 4, 2002], the Sec-
retary shall initiate an evaluation of integrated or
built-in child restraints and booster seats. The evalua-
tion should include—

‘(1) the safety of the child restraint and correct-
ness of fit for the child;

‘“(2) the availability of testing data on the system
and vehicle in which the child restraint will be used;

‘(3) the compatibility of the child restraint with
different makes and models;

‘“(4) the cost-effectiveness of mass production of the
child restraint for consumers;

‘“(5) the ease of use and relative availability of the
child restraint to children riding in motor vehicles;
and

‘(6) the benefits of built-in seats for improving
compliance with State child occupant restraint laws.
‘“(b) REPORT.—Not later than 12 months after the date

of enactment of this Act [Dec. 4, 2002], the Secretary
shall transmit to the Committee on Energy and Com-
merce of the House of Representatives and the Commit-
tee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation of the
Senate a report of this evaluation.

“SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS.

‘“‘As used in this Act, the following definitions apply:

‘(1) CHILD RESTRAINT.—The term ‘child restraint’
means any product designed to provide restraint to a
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child (including booster seats and other products used

with a lap and shoulder belt assembly) that meets ap-

plicable Federal motor vehicle safety standards pre-
scribed by the National Highway Traffic Safety Ad-
ministration.

‘“(2) PRODUCTION YEAR.—The term ‘production year’
means the 12-month period between September 1 of a
yvear and August 31 of the following year.

‘“(3) PASSENGER MOTOR VEHICLE.—The term ‘pas-
senger motor vehicle’ has the meaning given that
term in section 405(f)(6) of title 23, United States
Code.

“SEC. 8. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—There are authorized to be appro-
priated $5,000,000 to the Secretary of Transportation
for—

‘(1) the evaluation required by section 6 of this
Act; and

‘“(2) research of the nature and causes of injury to
children involved in motor vehicle crashes.

‘“(b) LIMITATION.—Funds appropriated under sub-
section (a) shall not be available for the general admin-
istrative expenses of the Secretary.”

Pub. L. 106-414, §14, Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1806, pro-
vided that:

‘“‘(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 12 months after the
date of the enactment of this Act [Nov. 1, 2000], the
Secretary of Transportation shall initiate a rule-
making for the purpose of improving the safety of child
restraints, including minimizing head injuries from
side impact collisions.

“(b) ELEMENTS FOR CONSIDERATION.—In the rule-
making required by subsection (a), the Secretary shall
consider—

‘(1) whether to require more comprehensive tests
for child restraints than the current Federal motor
vehicle safety standards requires, including the use of
dynamic tests that—

‘“(A) replicate an array of crash conditions, such
as side-impact crashes and rear-impact crashes; and

‘(B) reflect the designs of passenger motor vehi-
cles as of the date of the enactment of this Act
[Nov. 1, 2000];

‘“(2) whether to require the use of anthropomorphic
test devices that—

““(A) represent a greater range of sizes of children
including the need to require the use of an
anthropomorphic test device that is representative
of a ten-year-old child; and

‘“(B) are Hybrid IIT anthropomorphic test devices;
‘“(3) whether to require improved protection from

head injuries in side-impact and rear-impact crashes;

‘“(4) how to provide consumer information on the
physical compatibility of child restraints and vehicle
seats on a model-by-model basis;

‘“(5) whether to prescribe clearer and simpler labels
and instructions required to be placed on child re-
straints;

‘“(6) whether to amend Federal Motor Vehicle Safe-
ty Standard No. 213 (49 CFR 571.213) to cover re-
straints for children weighing up to 80 pounds;

“(T) whether to establish booster seat performance
and structural integrity requirements to be dynami-
cally tested in 3-point lap and shoulder belts;

‘“(8) whether to apply scaled injury criteria per-
formance levels, including neck injury, developed for
Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 208 to
child restraints and booster seats covered by in Fed-
eral Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 213; and

‘“(9) whether to include child restraint in each vehi-
cle crash tested under the New Car Assessment Pro-
gram.

‘‘(¢) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—If the Secretary does not
incorporate any element described in subsection (b) in
the final rule, the Secretary shall explain, in a report
to the Senate Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation and the House of Representatives Com-
mittee on Commerce [now Committee on Energy and
Commerce] submitted within 30 days after issuing the
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final rule, specifically why the Secretary did not incor-
porate any such element in the final rule.

‘(d) COMPLETION.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary shall complete the rule-
making required by subsection (a) not later than 24
months after the date of the enactment of this Act
[Nov. 1, 2000].

‘“(e) CHILD RESTRAINT DEFINED.—In this section, the
term ‘child restraint’ has the meaning given the term
‘Child restraint system’ in section 571.213 of title 49,
Code of Federal Regulations (as in effect on the date of
the enactment of this Act [Nov. 1, 2000]).

“(f) FUNDING.—For each fiscal year, of the funds made
available to the Secretary for activities relating to
safety, not less than $750,000 shall be made available to
carry out crash testing of child restraints.

‘‘(g) CHILD RESTRAINT SAFETY RATINGS PROGRAM.—No
later than 12 months after the date of the enactment of
this Act [Nov. 1, 2000], the Secretary of Transportation
shall issue a notice of proposed rulemaking to establish
a child restraint safety rating consumer information
program to provide practicable, readily understand-
able, and timely information to consumers for use in
making informed decisions in the purchase of child re-
straints. No later than 24 months after the date of the
enactment of this Act the Secretary shall issue a final
rule establishing a child restraint safety rating pro-
gram and providing other consumer information which
the Secretary determines would be useful [to] consum-
ers who purchase child restraint systems.

‘‘(h) BOOSTER SEAT STUDY.—In addition to consider-
ation of booster seat performance and structural integ-
rity contained in subsection (b)(7), not later than 12
months after the date of the enactment of this Act
[Nov. 1, 2000], the Secretary of Transportation shall ini-
tiate and complete a study, taking into account the
views of the public, on the use and effectiveness of
automobile booster seats for children, compiling infor-
mation on the advantages and disadvantages of using
booster seats and determining the benefits, if any, to
children from use of booster with lap and shoulder belts
compared to children using lap and shoulder belts
alone, and submit a report on the results of that study
to the Congress.

‘(1) BOOSTER SEAT EDUCATION PROGRAM.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation within 1 year after the date of
the enactment of this Act [Nov. 1, 2000] shall develop
[a] b year strategic plan to reduce deaths and injuries
caused by failure to use the appropriate booster seat in
the 4 to 8 year old age group by 25 percent.”

IMPROVING AIR BAG SAFETY

Pub. L. 105-178, title VII, § 7103, June 9, 1998, 112 Stat.
465, provided that:
‘“‘(a) RULEMAKING T0 IMPROVE AIR BAGS.—

‘(1) NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING.—Not later
than September 1, 1998, the Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall issue a notice of proposed rulemaking to
improve occupant protection for occupants of dif-
ferent sizes, belted and unbelted, under Federal
Motor Vehicle Safety Standard No. 208, while mini-
mizing the risk to infants, children, and other occu-
pants from injuries and deaths caused by air bags, by
means that include advanced air bags.

‘“(2) FINAL RULE.—Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of law, the Secretary shall complete the rule-
making required by this subsection by issuing, not
later than September 1, 1999, a final rule with any
provision the Secretary deems appropriate, consist-
ent with paragraph (1) and the requirements of sec-
tion 30111, title 49, United States Code. If the Sec-
retary determines that the final rule cannot be com-
pleted by that date to meet the purposes of paragraph
(1), the Secretary may extend the date for issuing the
final rule to not later than March 1, 2000.

‘“(3) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The final rule issued under
this subsection shall become effective in phases as
rapidly as practicable, beginning not earlier than
September 1, 2002, and no sooner than 30 months after
the date of the issuance of the final rule, but not



Page 555

later than September 1, 2003. The final rule shall be-
come fully effective for all vehicles identified in sec-
tion 30127(b), title 49, United States Code, that are
manufactured on and after September 1, 2005. Should
the phase-in of the final rule required by this para-
graph commence on September 1, 2003, then in that
event, and only in that event, the Secretary is au-
thorized to make the final rule fully effective on Sep-
tember 1, 2006, for all vehicles that are manufactured
on and after that date.

‘“(4) COORDINATION OF EFFECTIVE DATES.—The re-
quirements of S13 of Standard No. 208 shall remain in
effect unless and until changed by the rule required
by this subsection.

‘() CREDIT FOR EARLY COMPLIANCE.—To encourage
early compliance, the Secretary is directed to include
in the notice of proposed rulemaking required by
paragraph (1) means by which manufacturers may
earn credits for future compliance. Credits, on a one-
vehicle for one-vehicle basis, may be earned for vehi-
cles certified as being in full compliance under sec-
tion 30115 of title 49, United States Code, with the
rule required by paragraph (2) which are either—

“(A) so certified in advance of the phase-in pe-
riod; or

‘(B) in excess of the percentage requirements
during the phase-in period.

“(b) ADVISORY COMMITTEES.—Any government advi-
sory committee, task force, or other entity involving
air bags shall include representatives of consumer and
safety organizations, insurers, manufacturers, and sup-
pliers.”

§30128. Vehicle rollover prevention and crash
mitigation

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall initiate
rulemaking proceedings, for the purpose of es-
tablishing rules or standards that will reduce
vehicle rollover crashes and mitigate deaths and
injuries associated with such crashes for motor
vehicles with a gross vehicle weight rating of
not more than 10,000 pounds.

(b) ROLLOVER PREVENTION.—One of the rule-
making proceedings initiated under subsection
(a) shall be to establish performance criteria to
reduce the occurrence of rollovers consistent
with stability enhancing technologies. The Sec-
retary shall issue a proposed rule in this pro-
ceeding by rule by October 1, 2006, and a final
rule by April 1, 2009.

(c) OCCUPANT EJECTION PREVENTION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall also
initiate a rulemaking proceeding to establish
performance standards to reduce complete and
partial ejections of vehicle occupants from
outboard seating positions. In formulating the
standards the Secretary shall consider various
ejection mitigation systems. The Secretary
shall issue a final rule under this paragraph no
later than October 1, 2009.

(2) DOOR LOCKS AND DOOR RETENTION.—The
Secretary shall complete the rulemaking pro-
ceeding initiated to upgrade Federal Motor
Vehicle Safety Standard No. 206, relating to
door locks and door retention, no later than 30
months after the date of enactment of this
section.

(d) PROTECTION OF OCCUPANTS.—One of the
rulemaking proceedings initiated under sub-
section (a) shall be to establish performance cri-
teria to upgrade Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standard No. 216 relating to roof strength for
driver and passenger sides. The Secretary may
consider industry and independent dynamic
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tests that realistically duplicate the actual
forces transmitted during a rollover crash. The
Secretary shall issue a proposed rule by Decem-
ber 31, 2005, and a final rule by July 1, 2008.

(e) DEADLINES.—If the Secretary determines
that the deadline for a final rule under this sec-
tion cannot be met, the Secretary shall—

(1) notify the Senate Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation and the
House of Representatives Committee on En-
ergy and Commerce and explain why that
deadline cannot be met; and

(2) establish a new deadline.

(Added Pub. L. 109-59, title X, §10301(a), Aug. 10,
2005, 119 Stat. 1939.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of enactment of this section, referred to in
subsec. (c)(2), is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 109-59,
which was approved Aug. 10, 2005.

CODIFICATION

Section 10301(a) of Pub. L. 109-59, which directed that
this section be added at the end of subchapter II of
chapter 301, without specifying the title to be amended,
was executed by adding this section at the end of sub-
chapter II of this chapter, to reflect the probable intent
of Congress.

SUBCHAPTER III-IMPORTING NONCOMPLY-
ING MOTOR VEHICLES AND EQUIPMENT

§30141. Importing motor vehicles capable of
complying with standards

(a) GENERAL.—Section 30112(a) of this title
does not apply to a motor vehicle if—

(1) on the initiative of the Secretary of
Transportation or on petition of a manufac-
turer or importer registered under subsection
(c) of this section, the Secretary decides—

(A) the vehicle is—

(i) substantially similar to a motor vehi-
cle originally manufactured for import
into and sale in the United States;

(ii) certified under section 30115 of this
title;

(iii) the same model year (as defined
under regulations of the Secretary of
Transportation) as the model of the motor
vehicle it is being compared to; and

(iv) capable of being readily altered to
comply with applicable motor vehicle safe-
ty standards prescribed under this chapter;
or

(B) if there is no substantially similar
United States motor vehicle, the safety fea-
tures of the vehicle comply with or are capa-
ble of being altered to comply with those
standards based on destructive test informa-
tion or other evidence the Secretary of
Transportation decides is adequate;

(2) the vehicle is imported by a registered
importer; and

(3) the registered importer pays the annual
fee the Secretary of Transportation estab-
lishes under subsection (e) of this section to
pay for the costs of carrying out the registra-
tion program for importers under subsection
(c) of this section and any other fees the Sec-
retary of Transportation establishes to pay for
the costs of—
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(A) processing bonds provided to the Sec-
retary of the Treasury under subsection (d)
of this section; and

(B) making the decisions under this sub-
chapter.

(b) PROCEDURES ON DECIDING ON MOTOR VEHI-
CLE CAPABILITY.—(1) The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall establish by regulation procedures
for making a decision under subsection (a)(1) of
this section and the information a petitioner
must provide to show clearly that the motor ve-
hicle is capable of being brought into compli-
ance with applicable motor vehicle safety stand-
ards prescribed under this chapter. In establish-
ing the procedures, the Secretary shall provide
for a minimum period of public notice and writ-
ten comment consistent with ensuring expedi-
tious, but complete, consideration and avoiding
delay by any person. In making a decision under
those procedures, the Secretary shall consider
test information and other information avail-
able to the Secretary, including any information
provided by the manufacturer. If the Secretary
makes a negative decision, the Secretary may
not make another decision for the same model
until at least 3 calendar months have elapsed
after the negative decision.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall pub-
lish each year in the Federal Register a list of
all decisions made under subsection (a)(1) of this
section. Each published decision applies to the
model of the motor vehicle for which the deci-
sion was made. A positive decision permits an-
other importer registered under subsection (c) of
this section to import a vehicle of the same
model under this section if the importer com-
plies with all the terms of the decision.

(¢) REGISTRATION.—(1) The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall establish procedures for register-
ing a person who complies with requirements
prescribed by the Secretary by regulation under
this subsection, including—

(A) recordkeeping requirements;

(B) inspection of records and facilities relat-
ed to motor vehicles the person has imported,
altered, or both; and

(C) requirements that ensure that the im-
porter (or a successor in interest) will be able
technically and financially to carry out re-
sponsibilities under sections 30117(b),
30118-30121, and 30166(f) of this title.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall deny
registration to a person whose registration is re-
voked under paragraph (4) of this subsection.

(3) The Secretary of Transportation may deny
registration to a person that is or was owned or
controlled by, or under common ownership or
control with, a person whose registration was
revoked under paragraph (4) of this subsection.

(4) The Secretary of Transportation shall es-
tablish procedures for—

(A) revoking or suspending a registration is-
sued under paragraph (1) of this subsection for
not complying with a requirement of this sub-
chapter or any of sections 30112, 30115,
30117-30122, 30125(c), 30127, or 30166 of this title
or regulations prescribed under this sub-
chapter or any of those sections;

(B) automatically suspending a registration
for not paying a fee under subsection (a)(3) of
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this section in a timely manner or for know-
ingly filing a false or misleading certification
under section 30146 of this title; and

(C) reinstating suspended registrations.

(d) BoNDS.—(1) A person importing a motor ve-
hicle under this section shall provide a bond to
the Secretary of the Treasury (acting for the
Secretary of Transportation) and comply with
the terms the Secretary of Transportation de-
cides are appropriate to ensure that the vehi-
cle—

(A) will comply with applicable motor vehi-
cle safety standards prescribed under this
chapter within a reasonable time (specified by
the Secretary of Transportation) after the ve-
hicle is imported; or

(B) will be exported (at no cost to the United
States Government) by the Secretary of the
Treasury or abandoned to the Government.

(2) The amount of the bond provided under this
subsection shall be at least equal to the dutiable
value of the motor vehicle (as determined by the
Secretary of the Treasury) but not more than
150 percent of that value.

(e) FEE REVIEW, ADJUSTMENT, AND USE.—The
Secretary of Transportation shall review and
make appropriate adjustments at least every 2
years in the amounts of the fees required to be
paid under subsection (a)(3) of this section. The
Secretary of Transportation shall establish the
fees for each fiscal year before the beginning of
that year. All fees collected remain available
until expended without fiscal year limit to the
extent provided in advance by appropriation
laws. The amounts are only for use by the Sec-
retary of Transportation—

(1) in carrying out this section and sections
30146(a)—(c)(1), (d), and (e) and 30147(b) of this
title; and

(2) in advancing to the Secretary of the
Treasury amounts for costs incurred under
this section and section 30146 of this title to
reimburse the Secretary of the Treasury for
those costs.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 960;

Pub. L. 103-429, §6(23), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat.
4380.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
PUB. L. 103-272

?ggggz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30141(a) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(A), Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
©){d). 80 Stat. 718, §108(c)(2),
(3)(A)—(D); added Oct. 31,
1988, Pub. L. 100-562, §2(b),
102 Stat. 2818.
30141(b) ...... 15:1397(¢)(3)(C)
(11)—(iv).
30141(c) ...... | 15:1397(c)(3)(D).
30141(d) ...... | 15:1397(c)(2).
30141(e) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(B).

In subsection (a)(1)(A)(iv), the words ‘‘prescribed
under this chapter’” are substituted for ‘‘Federal’ for
consistency in this chapter.

In subsection (a)(3), before clause (A), the words ‘“‘any
other fees” are substituted for ‘‘such other annual fee
or fees” to eliminate unnecessary words. In clause (B),
the words ‘‘this subchapter’” are substituted for ‘‘this
section” for clarity. See H. Rept. No. 100-431, 100th
Cong., 1st Sess., p. 19 (1987).

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘‘procedures for mak-
ing a decision under subsection (a)(1) of this section”
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are substituted for ‘‘procedures for considering such pe-
titions” and ‘‘procedures for determinations made on
the Secretary’s initiative’ because of the restatement.
The words ‘‘(whether or not confidential)’’ are omitted
as unnecessary because of the restatement.

In subsection (b)(2), the word ‘‘permits’” is sub-
stituted for ‘‘shall be sufficient authority’ for clarity.
The word ‘‘conditions’ is omitted as being included in
“terms’’.

In subsection (c)(1), before clause (A), the words
‘“‘under this subsection’ are added for clarity. The word
“including” is substituted for ‘‘include, as a minimum”’
to eliminate unnecessary words. In clause (B), the
words ‘‘(relating to discovery, notification, and remedy
of defects)’” are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (c¢)(3), the words ‘‘directly or indi-
rectly’” are omitted as unnecessary because of the re-
statement.

In subsection (d)(1), before clause (A), the word ‘‘con-
ditions’ is omitted as being included in ‘‘terms’’.

PuB. L. 103429

This amends 49:30141(c)(4)(A) and 30165(a) to correct
erroneous cross-references.

AMENDMENTS

1994—Subsec. (c)(4)(A). Pub. L. 103-429 substituted
“any of sections 30112 for ‘‘section 30112’ and inserted
“any of”’ before ‘‘those sections”’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 103-429 effective July 5, 1994,
see section 9 of Pub. L. 103-429, set out as a note under
section 321 of this title.

§30142. Importing motor vehicles for personal
use

(a) GENERAL.—Section 30112(a) of this title
does not apply to an imported motor vehicle if—

(1) the vehicle is imported for personal use,
and not for resale, by an individual (except an
individual described in sections 30143 and 30144
of this title);

(2) the vehicle is imported after January 31,
1990; and

(3) the individual takes the actions required
under subsection (b) of this section to receive
an exemption.

(b) EXEMPTIONS.—(1) To receive an exemption
under subsection (a) of this section, an individ-
ual must—

(A) provide the Secretary of the Treasury
(acting for the Secretary of Transportation)
with—

(i) an appropriate bond in an amount de-
termined under section 30141(d) of this title;

(ii) a copy of an agreement with an im-
porter registered under section 30141(c) of
this title for bringing the motor vehicle into
compliance with applicable motor vehicle
safety standards prescribed under this chap-
ter; and

(iii) a certification that the vehicle meets
the requirement of section 30141(a)(1)(A) or

(B) of this title; and

(B) comply with appropriate terms the Sec-
retary of Transportation imposes to ensure
that the vehicle—

(i) will be brought into compliance with
those standards within a reasonable time
(specified by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation) after the vehicle is imported; or

(ii) will be exported (at no cost to the
United States Government) by the Secretary
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of the Treasury or abandoned to the Govern-
ment.

(2) For good cause shown, the Secretary of
Transportation may allow an individual addi-
tional time, but not more than 30 days after the
day on which the motor vehicle is offered for im-
port, to comply with paragraph (1)(A)(ii) of this
subsection.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 962.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

I;ggtlisgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30142(a) ...... 15:1397(£)(1). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §108(f); added
Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L.
100-562, §2(b), 102 Stat.
2822.
30142(b) ...... 15:1397(£)(2).

In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘after January 31,
1990"" are substituted for “‘after the effective date of the
regulations initially issued to implement the amend-
ments made to this section by the Imported Vehicle
Safety Compliance Act of 1988 for clarity. See 49
C.F.R. part 591.

In subsection (a)(3), the words ‘‘the individual takes
the actions required under subsection (b) of this sec-
tion’ are substituted for ‘‘if that individual takes the
actions required by paragraph (2)” for clarity and be-
cause of the restatement.

In subsection (b)(1), the word ‘‘compliance’ is sub-
stituted for ‘“‘conformity’ for consistency in this chap-
ter.

In subsection (b)(1)(B), before subclause (i), the word
“‘conditions” is omitted as being included in ‘‘terms”.

§30143. Motor vehicles imported by individuals
employed outside the United States

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section,
place of employment’ means—

(1) the principal location at which an indi-
vidual is permanently or indefinitely assigned
to work; and

(2) for a member of the uniformed services,
the individual’s permanent duty station.

(b) GENERAL.—Section 30112(a) of this title
does not apply to a motor vehicle imported for
personal use, and not for resale, by an individ-
ual—

(1) whose assigned place of employment was
outside the United States as of October 31,
1988, and who has not had an assigned place of
employment in the United States from that
date through the date the vehicle is imported
into the United States;

(2) who previously had not imported a motor
vehicle into the United States under this sec-
tion or section 108(g) of the National Traffic
and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966 or, before
October 31, 1988, under section 108(b)(3) of that
Act;

(3) who acquired, or made a binding contract
to acquire, the vehicle before October 31, 1988;

(4) who imported the vehicle into the United
States not later than October 31, 1992; and

(5) who satisfies section 108(b)(3) of that Act
as in effect on October 30, 1988.

(c) CERTIFICATION.—Subsection (b) of this sec-
tion is carried out by certification in the form
the Secretary of Transportation or the Sec-
retary of the Treasury may prescribe.

“‘assigned
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(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 963.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gggtiffz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30143(a) ...... 15:1397(g) (3d, last Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,

sentences). 80 Stat. 718, §108(g); added
Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L.
100-562, §2(b), 102 Stat.
2823.

30143(b), (¢) | 15:1397(g) (1st, 2d

sentences).

In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘(in-
cluding a member of the uniformed services)’’ are omit-
ted as unnecessary because of the restatement. In
clause (1), the words ‘‘from that date through the date
the vehicle is imported into the United States’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘that date and the date of entry of such
motor vehicle” for clarity and consistency in this chap-
ter. In clause (2), the words ‘‘under this section or sec-
tion 108(g) of the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle
Safety Act of 1966 are substituted for ‘‘this sub-
section’ to preserve the exemption for motor vehicles
imported under the source provisions between October
30, 1988, and the effective date of this restatement. In
clause (4), the word ‘“‘imports’ is substituted for ‘‘en-
ters” for clarity and consistency in this chapter. In
clause (b) the word ‘‘satisfies’ is substituted for ‘‘meets
the terms, conditions, and other requirements
under” to eliminate unnecessary words.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Subsections (b)(3) and (g) of section 108 of the Na-
tional Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1966, re-
ferred to in subsec. (b)(2), (b), are subsecs. (b)(3) and (g)
of section 108 of Pub. L. 89-563, which were classified to
subsecs. (b)(3) and (g), respectively, of section 1397 of
Title 15, Commerce and Trade, were repealed and reen-
acted in sections 30112(b)(1)-(3) and 30143, respectively,
of this title by Pub. L. 103-272, §§1(e), 7(b), July 5, 1994,
108 Stat. 945, 963, 1379.

§30144. Importing motor vehicles on a temporary
basis

(a) GENERAL.—Section 30112(a) of this title
does not apply to a motor vehicle imported on a
temporary basis for personal use by an individ-
ual who is a member of—

(1)(A) the personnel of the government of a
foreign country on assignment in the United
States or a member of the Secretariat of a
public international organization designated
under the International Organizations Immu-
nities Act (22 U.S.C. 288 et seq.); and

(B) the class of individuals for whom the
Secretary of State has authorized free impor-
tation of motor vehicles; or

(2) the armed forces of a foreign country on
assignment in the United States.

(b) VERIFICATION.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation or the Secretary of the Treasury may re-
quire verification, that the Secretary of Trans-
portation considers appropriate, that an individ-
ual is a member described under subsection (a)
of this section. The Secretary of Transportation
shall ensure that a motor vehicle imported
under this section will be exported (at no cost to
the United States Government) or abandoned to
the Government when the individual no longer—

(1) resides in the United States; and
(2) is a member described under subsection
(a) of this section.

(c) SALE IN THE UNITED STATES.—A motor ve-
hicle imported under this section may not be
sold when in the United States.
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(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 964;
Pub. L. 104-287, §5(57), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat.
3394.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
PUB. L. 103-272

I;ggg;gz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30144(a) ...... 15:1397(h) (1st sen- Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
tence). 80 Stat. 718, §108(h); added
Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L.
100-562, §2(b), 102 Stat.
2823.
30144(b) ...... 15:1397(h) (2d, 3d
sentences).
30144(c) ...... 15:1397(h) (last sen-
tence).

In subsection (a)(1)(B), the word ‘‘importation” is
substituted for ‘‘entry’ for clarity and consistency in
this chapter.

In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘that
an individual is a member described under subsection
(a) of this section” are substituted for ‘‘such status”
for clarity. The word ‘‘imported” is substituted for ‘‘en-
tered” for clarity and consistency in this chapter. In
clause (2), the words ‘‘a member described under sub-
section (a) of this section” are substituted for ‘‘hold
such status’ for clarity.

PuUB. L. 104-287

This amends 49:30144(a)(1)(A) to correct an erroneous
cross-reference.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The International Organizations Immunities Act, re-
ferred to in subsec. (a)(1)(A), is title I of act Dec. 29,
1945, ch. 652, 59 Stat. 669, as amended, which is classified
principally to subchapter XVIII (§288 et seq.) of chapter
7 of Title 22, Foreign Relations and Intercourse. For
complete classification of this Act to the Code, see
Short Title note set out under section 288 of Title 22
and Tables.

AMENDMENTS

1996—Subsec. (a)(1)(A). Pub. L. 104-287 substituted
“International Organizations’ for ‘‘International Orga-
nization”.

§30145. Importing motor vehicles or equipment
requiring further manufacturing

Section 30112(a) of this title does not apply to
a motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment if
the vehicle or equipment—

(1) requires further manufacturing to per-
form its intended function as decided under
regulations prescribed by the Secretary of
Transportation; and

(2) is accompanied at the time of importa-
tion by a written statement issued by the
manufacturer indicating the applicable motor
vehicle safety standard prescribed under this
chapter with which it does not comply.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 964.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gsgfffg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30145 .......... 15:1397(e). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,

80 Stat. 718, §108(e); added
Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L.
100-562, §2(b), 102 Stat.
2822.

In clause (2), the word ‘‘importation’ is substituted
for ‘““entry”’ for clarity and consistency in this chapter.
The words ‘‘of the incomplete motor vehicle or item of
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equipment’ are omitted as unnecessary because of the
restatement. The words ‘‘prescribed under this chap-
ter” are substituted for ‘‘Federal” for consistency in
this chapter.

§30146. Release of motor vehicles and bonds

(a) COMPLIANCE CERTIFICATION AND BOND.—(1)
Except as provided in subsections (c¢) and (d) of
this section, an importer registered under sec-
tion 30141(c) of this title may license or register
an imported motor vehicle for use on public
streets, roads, or highways, or release custody of
a motor vehicle imported by the registered im-
porter or imported by an individual under sec-
tion 30142 of this title and altered by the reg-
istered importer to meet applicable motor vehi-
cle safety standards prescribed under this chap-
ter to a person for license or registration for use
on public streets, roads, or highways, only after
30 days after the registered importer certifies to
the Secretary of Transportation, in the way the
Secretary prescribes, that the motor vehicle
complies with each standard prescribed in the
year the vehicle was manufactured and that ap-
plies in that year to that vehicle. A vehicle may
not be released if the Secretary gives written
notice before the end of the 30-day period that
the Secretary will inspect the vehicle under sub-
section (c¢) of this section.

(2) The Secretaries of Transportation and the
Treasury shall prescribe regulations—

(A) ensuring the release of a motor vehicle
and bond required under section 30141(d) of
this title at the end of the 30-day period, un-
less the Secretary of Transportation issues a
notice of an inspection under subsection (c) of
this section; and

(B) providing that the Secretary of Trans-
portation shall release the vehicle and bond
promptly after an inspection under subsection
(c) of this section showing compliance with
the standards applicable to the vehicle.

(3) Each registered importer shall include on
each motor vehicle released under this sub-
section a label prescribed by the Secretary of
Transportation identifying the importer and
stating that the vehicle has been altered by the
importer to comply with the standards applica-
ble to the vehicle.

(b) RELIANCE ON MANUFACTURER’S CERTIFI-
CATION.—In making a certification under sub-
section (a)(1) of this section, the registered im-
porter may rely on the manufacturer’s certifi-
cation for the model to which the motor vehicle
involved is substantially similar if the importer
certifies that any alteration made by the im-
porter did not affect the compliance of the safe-
ty features of the vehicle and the importer
keeps records verifying the certification for the
period the Secretary of Transportation pre-
scribes.

(c) EVIDENCE OF COMPLIANCE.—(1) The Sec-
retary of Transportation may require that the
certification under subsection (a)(1) of this sec-
tion be accompanied by evidence of compliance
the Secretary considers appropriate or may in-
spect the certified motor vehicle, or both. If the
Secretary gives notice of an inspection, an im-
porter may release the vehicle only after—

(A) an inspection showing the motor vehicle
complies with applicable motor vehicle safety
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standards prescribed under this chapter for
which the inspection was made; and
(B) release of the vehicle by the Secretary.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall in-
spect periodically a representative number of
motor vehicles for which certifications have
been filed under subsection (a)(1) of this section.
In carrying out a motor vehicle testing program
under this chapter, the Secretary shall include a
representative number of motor vehicles for
which certifications have been filed under sub-
section (a)(1).

(d) CHALLENGING THE CERTIFICATION.—A motor
vehicle or bond may not be released under sub-
section (a) of this section if the Secretary of
Transportation, not later than 30 days after re-
ceiving a certification under subsection (a)(1) of
this section, gives written notice that the Sec-
retary believes or has reason to believe that the
certification 1is false or contains a mis-
presentation.! The vehicle and bond may be re-
leased only after the Secretary is satisfied with
the certification and any modification of the
certification.

(e) BOND RELEASE.—A release of a bond re-
quired under section 30141(d) of this title is
deemed an acceptance of a certification or com-
pletion of an inspection under this section but is
not a decision by the Secretary of Transpor-
tation under section 30118(a) or (b) of this title
of compliance with applicable motor vehicle
safety standards prescribed under this chapter.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 964.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised Source (U.S. Code) | Source (Statutes at Large)
30146(a) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(E)(1) Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
(1st, 3d, last sen- 80 Stat. 718, §108(c)(3)(E);
tences), (vii). added Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L.
100-562, §2(b), 102 Stat.
2820.
30146(b) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(E) ().
30146(c) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(E)(d) (2d
sentence), (iii),
(iv).
30146(d) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(E)(vi).
30146(e) ...... 15:1397(c)(3)(E)(V).

In subsection (a)(1), the words ‘‘Except as provided in
subsections (c¢) and (d) of this section’ are added be-
cause of the restatement.

In subsection (a)(2)(B), the words ‘‘showing compli-
ance with the standards’ are substituted for ‘“‘showing
no such failure to comply’’ for clarity.

§30147. Responsibility for defects and non-
compliance

(a) DEEMING DEFECT OR NONCOMPLIANCE TO
CERTAIN VEHICLES AND IMPORTER AS MANUFAC-
TURER.—(1) In carrying out sections 30117(b),
30118-30121, and 30166(f) of this title—

(A) for a defect or noncompliance with an
applicable motor vehicle safety standard pre-
scribed under this chapter for a motor vehicle
originally manufactured for import into the
United States, an imported motor vehicle hav-
ing a valid certification under section
30146(a)(1) of this title and decided to be sub-
stantially similar to that motor vehicle shall
be deemed as having the same defect or as not
complying with the same standard unless the

180 in original. Probably should be ‘‘misrepresentation.”



§30161

manufacturer or importer registered under
section 30141(c) of this title demonstrates
otherwise to the Secretary of Transportation;
and

(B) the registered importer shall be deemed
to be the manufacturer of any motor vehicle
that the importer imports or brings into com-
pliance with the standards for an individual
under section 30142 of this title.

(2) The Secretary shall publish in the Federal
Register notice of any defect or noncompliance
under paragraph (1)(A) of this subsection.

(b) FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY REQUIREMENT.—
The Secretary shall require by regulation each
registered importer (including any successor in
interest) to provide and maintain evidence, sat-
isfactory to the Secretary, of sufficient financial
responsibility to meet its obligations under sec-
tions 30117(b), 30118-30121, and 30166(f) of this
title.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 966.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gggtlfoeg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30147(a) ...... 15:1397(d)(1). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §108(d); added
Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L.
100-562, §2(b), 102 Stat.
2821.
30147(b) ...... 15:1397(d)(2).

In this section, the words ‘‘(relating to discovery, no-
tification, and remedy of motor vehicle defects)’” are
omitted as surplus.

In subsection (a)(1)(A), the words ‘‘for a motor vehi-
cle” are substituted for ‘‘in, or regarding, any motor
vehicle’ to eliminate unnecessary words.

In subsection (a)(1)(B), the word ‘‘compliance’ is sub-
stituted for ‘‘conformity’’ for consistency in this chap-
ter.

SUBCHAPTER IV—ENFORCEMENT AND
ADMINISTRATIVE

§30161. Judicial review of standards

(a) FILING AND VENUE.—A person adversely af-
fected by an order prescribing a motor vehicle
safety standard under this chapter may apply
for review of the order by filing a petition for re-
view in the court of appeals of the United States
for the circuit in which the person resides or has
its principal place of business. The petition
must be filed not later than 59 days after the
order is issued.

(b) NOTIFYING SECRETARY.—The clerk of the
court shall send immediately a copy of the peti-
tion to the Secretary of Transportation. The
Secretary shall file with the court a record of
the proceeding in which the order was pre-
scribed.

(c) ADDITIONAL PROCEEDINGS.—(1) On request
of the petitioner, the court may order the Sec-
retary to receive additional evidence and evi-
dence in rebuttal if the court is satisfied that
the additional evidence is material and there
were reasonable grounds for not presenting the
evidence in the proceeding before the Secretary.

(2) The Secretary may modify findings of fact
or make new findings because of the additional
evidence presented. The Secretary shall file a
modified or new finding, a recommendation to
modify or set aside the order, and the additional
evidence with the court.
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(d) CERTIFIED COPIES OF RECORDS OF PROCEED-
INGS.—The Secretary shall give any interested
person a certified copy of the transcript of the
record in a proceeding under this section on re-
quest and payment of costs. A certified copy of
the record of the proceeding is admissible in a
proceeding arising out of a matter under this
chapter, regardless of whether the proceeding
under this section has begun or becomes final.

(e) FINALITY OF JUDGMENT AND SUPREME COURT
REVIEW.—A judgment of a court under this sec-
tion is final and may be reviewed only by the
Supreme Court under section 1254 of title 28.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 966.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggfgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

30161(a) ...... 15:1394(a)(1) (1st sen- | Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,

tence), (3). §105(a)(1)-(5), (b), 80 Stat.
720, 721.

30161(b) ...... 15:1394(a)(1) (2d, last
sentences).

30161(c) ...... 15:1394(a)(2).

30161(d) ...... | 15:1394(Db).

30161(e) ...... 15:1394(a)(4), (5).

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘In a case of actual con-
troversy as to the validity of” and ‘“‘who will be . . .
when it is effective’” are omitted as surplus. The words
‘“‘an order prescribing a motor vehicle safety standard
under this chapter” are substituted for ‘‘any order
under section 1392 of this title” for consistency. The
words ‘‘apply for review’” are added for clarity. The
words ‘“The petition must be filed”’ are substituted for
““‘at any time”’ for clarity. The text of 15:1394(a)(3) is
omitted as surplus because 5:ch. 7 applies unless other-
wise stated.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘or other officer des-
ignated by him for that purpose’ are omitted as sur-
plus because of 49:322(b). The words ‘‘in which the order
was prescribed’ are substituted for ‘‘on which the Sec-
retary based his order’ for consistency. The words ‘‘as
provided in section 2112 of title 28"’ are omitted as sur-
plus.

In subsection (c)(1), the words ‘‘in such manner and
upon such terms and conditions as to the court may
seem proper’’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘is sat-
isfied” are substituted for ‘‘shows to the satisfaction
of”’ to eliminate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘and to
be adduced upon the hearing”’ are omitted as unneces-
sary.

In subsection (c)(2), the words ‘‘with the court’ are
substituted for ‘‘the return of”’ for clarity.

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘thereof’” and ‘‘criminal,
exclusion of imports, or other’ are omitted as surplus.
The words ‘“‘under this section’ are substituted for
“with respect to the order’ for clarity. The word ‘‘pre-
viously’ is omitted as surplus.

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘under this section is
final and may be reviewed only’ are substituted for
“affirming or setting aside, in whole or in part, any
such order of the Secretary shall be final, subject to re-
view” to eliminate unnecessary words. The text of
15:1394(a)(b) is omitted because of rule 43 of the Federal
Rules of Appellate Procedure (28 App. U.S.C.).

§30162. Petitions by interested persons for
standards and enforcement

(a) FILING.—Any interested person may file a
petition with the Secretary of Transportation
requesting the Secretary to begin a proceeding—

(1) to prescribe a motor vehicle safety stand-
ard under this chapter; or

(2) to decide whether to issue an order under
section 30118(b) of this title.

(b) STATEMENT OF FACTS.—The petition must
state facts that the person claims establish that
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a motor vehicle safety standard or order re-
ferred to in subsection (a) of this section is nec-
essary and briefly describe the order the Sec-
retary should issue.

(c) PROCEEDINGS.—The Secretary may hold a
public hearing or conduct an investigation or
proceeding to decide whether to grant the peti-
tion.

(d) ACTIONS OF SECRETARY.—The Secretary
shall grant or deny a petition not later than 120
days after the petition is filed. If a petition is
granted, the Secretary shall begin the proceed-
ing promptly. If a petition is denied, the Sec-
retary shall publish the reasons for the denial in
the Federal Register.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 967.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

};sgg;ff Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30162(a) ...... 15:1410a(a). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §124(a)(d);
added Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §106, 88 Stat. 1481.
30162(b) ...... 15:1410a(b).
30162(C) ...... | 15:1410a(c).
30162(d) ...... 15:1410a(d).

Subsection (a)(1) is substituted for ‘‘the issuance of
an order pursuant to section 1392 of this title” for clar-
ity and because of the restatement.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘a motor vehicle safety
standard” are added because of the restatement. The
words ‘‘referred to in subsection (a) of this section” are
added for clarity. The words ‘‘of the substance’ are
omitted as surplus.

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘as he deems appropriate
in order’ and ‘‘or not’’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘described in subsection
(b) of this section”, ‘‘either’’, and ‘‘requested in the pe-
tition” are omitted as surplus.

§30163. Actions by the Attorney General

(a) CIVIL ACTIONS TO ENFORCE.—The Attorney
General may bring a civil action in a United
States district court to enjoin—

(1) a violation of this chapter or a regulation
prescribed or order issued under this chapter;
and

(2) the sale, offer for sale, or introduction or
delivery for introduction, in interstate com-
merce, or the importation into the United
States, of a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment for which it is decided, before the
first purchase in good faith other than for re-
sale, that the vehicle or equipment—

(A) contains a defect related to motor ve-
hicle safety about which notice was given
under section 30118(c) of this title or an
order was issued under section 30118(b) of
this title; or

(B) does not comply with an applicable
motor vehicle safety standard prescribed
under this chapter.

(b) PRIOR NOTICE.—When practicable, the Sec-
retary of Transportation shall notify a person
against whom a civil action under subsection (a)
of this section is planned, give the person an op-
portunity to present that person’s views, and,
except for a knowing and willful violation of
this chapter, give the person a reasonable oppor-
tunity to remedy the defect or comply with the
applicable motor vehicle safety standard pre-
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scribed under this chapter. Failure to give no-
tice and an opportunity to remedy the defect or
comply with the applicable motor vehicle safety
standard prescribed under this chapter does not
prevent a court from granting appropriate relief.

(c) VENUE.—Except as provided in section
30121(d) of this title, a civil action under this
section or section 30165(a) of this title may be
brought in the judicial district in which the vio-
lation occurred or the defendant is found, re-
sides, or does business. Process in the action
may be served in any other judicial district in
which the defendant resides or is found.

(d) JURY TRIAL DEMAND.—In a trial for crimi-
nal contempt for violating an injunction or re-
straining order issued under subsection (a) of
this section, the violation of which is also a vio-
lation of this chapter, the defendant may de-
mand a jury trial. The defendant shall be tried
as provided in rule 42(b) of the Federal Rules of
Criminal Procedure (18 App. U.S.C.).

(e) SUBPENAS FOR WITNESSES.—In a civil action
brought under this section, a subpena for a wit-
ness may be served in any judicial district.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 967.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggfgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30163(a) ...... 15:1399(a) (1st sen- Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
tence). §110(a), (c), 80 Stat. 723,
724; Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §§102(b)(2), 103(c),
88 Stat. 14717, 1478.
15:1424(b) (related to | Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
injunctions). §204(b) (related to injunc-
tions), 80 Stat. 729.
30163(b) ...... 15:1399(a) (2d, last
sentences).
30163(c) ...... 15:1399(c).
30163(d) ...... 15:1399(b). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§110(b), (d) (related to
§110), 80 Stat. 723, 724.
30163(e) ...... 15:1399(d) (related to
15:1399).

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the text of
15:1424(b) (related to injunctions) is omitted because of
the restatement. The words ‘‘The Attorney General
may bring a civil action’ are substituted for ‘‘upon pe-
tition by . . . the Attorney General’ for consistency.
The words ‘‘the appropriate United States attorney or

. . on behalf of the United States’ are omitted as sur-
plus. The words ‘‘for cause shown and subject to the
provisions of rule 65(a) and (b) of the Federal Rules of
Civil Procedure’” are omitted as surplus. In clause (1),
the words ‘‘a regulation prescribed or order issued
under this chapter’ are substituted for ‘‘(or rules, regu-
lations or orders thereunder)’’ for clarity and consist-
ency and because ‘‘rule’” and ‘‘regulation’ are synony-
mous. In clause (2), before subclause (A), the words
‘‘that the vehicle or equipment’ are added for clarity.
The words ‘‘of such vehicle’” and ‘‘purposes’ are omit-
ted as surplus. In subclause (B), the words ‘‘does not
comply with” are substituted for ‘‘is determined . . .
not to conform to’ for clarity and consistency.

In subsections (b), (¢), and (e), the word ‘‘civil” is
added because of rule 2 of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure (28 App. U.S.C.).

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘comply with the appli-
cable motor vehicle safety standard prescribed under
this chapter” are substituted for ‘‘achieve compli-
ance’’, and the words ‘‘a court’” are added, for clarity.

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘any act or transaction
constituting the’’ are omitted as surplus. The word ‘‘re-
sides’ is substituted for ‘‘is an inhabitant’ for consist-
ency in the revised title. The words ‘‘the action’ are
substituted for ‘‘such cases’ for consistency.

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘the defendant may de-
mand a jury trial”’ are substituted for ‘‘trial shall be by
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the court, or, upon demand of the accused, by a jury”
to eliminate unnecessary words and for consistency in
the revised title.

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘who are required to at-
tend a United States district court’” are omitted as sur-
plus. The words ‘‘be served in’’ are substituted for ‘“‘run
into” for clarity.

§30164. Service of process

(a) DESIGNATING AGENTS.—A manufacturer of-
fering a motor vehicle or motor vehicle equip-
ment for import shall designate an agent on
whom service of notices and process in adminis-
trative and judicial proceedings may be made.
The designation shall be in writing and filed
with the Secretary of Transportation. The des-
ignation may be changed in the same way as
originally made.

(b) SERVICE.—An agent may be served at the
agent’s office or usual place of residence. Serv-
ice on the agent is deemed to be service on the
manufacturer. If a manufacturer does not des-
ignate an agent, service may be made by posting
the notice or process in the office of the Sec-
retary.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 968.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30164(a) ...... 15:1399(e) (1st sen- Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
tence). §110(e), 80 Stat. 724.
30164(b) ...... 15:1399(e) (last sen-
tence).

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘A manufacturer offering
. shall” are substituted for ‘It shall be the duty of
every manufacturer offering . . . to” to eliminate un-
necessary words. The words ‘‘into the United States’,
“all . . . orders, decisions and requirements’’, and ‘‘for
and on behalf of said manufacturer” are omitted as sur-
plus. The words ‘‘The designation may be changed in
the same way as originally made’ are substituted for
“which designation may from time to time be changed
by like writing, similarly filed”’ for clarity.

In subsection (b), the words ‘“‘An agent may be
served’ are substituted for ‘“‘Service of all administra-
tive and judicial processes, notices, orders, decisions
and requirements may be made upon said manufacturer
by service upon such designated agent’’ to eliminate
unnecessary words. The words ‘‘Service on the agent is
deemed to be service on the manufacturer’” are sub-
stituted for ‘“‘with like effects as if made personally
upon said manufacturer’’, and the words ‘‘If a manufac-
turer does not designate an agent’ are substituted for
“and in default of such designation of such agent’’, for
clarity. The words ‘‘of process, notice, order, require-
ment or decision in any proceeding before the Sec-
retary or in any judicial proceeding for enforcement of
this subchapter or any standards prescribed pursuant
to this subchapter’” and ‘‘order, requirement or deci-
sion” are omitted as surplus.

§30165. Civil penalty

(a) CIVIL PENALTIES.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—A person that violates any
of section 30112, 30115, 30117 through 30122,
30123(d),t 30125(c), 30127, or 30141 through 30147,
or a regulation prescribed thereunder, is liable
to the United States Government for a civil
penalty of not more than $5,000 for each viola-
tion. A separate violation occurs for each
motor vehicle or item of motor vehicle equip-

1See References in Text note below.
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ment and for each failure or refusal to allow
or perform an act required by any of those sec-
tions. The maximum penalty under this sub-
section for a related series of violations is
$15,000,000.

(2) SCHOOL BUSES.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding para-
graph (1), the maximum amount of a civil
penalty under this paragraph shall be $10,000
in the case of—

(i) the manufacture, sale, offer for sale,
introduction or delivery for introduction
into interstate commerce, or importation
of a school bus or school bus equipment (as
those terms are defined in section 30125(a)
of this title) in violation of section
30112(a)(1) of this title; or

(ii) a violation of section 30112(a)(2) of
this title.

(B) RELATED SERIES OF VIOLATIONS.—A sep-
arate violation occurs for each motor vehi-
cle or item of motor vehicle equipment and
for each failure or refusal to allow or per-
form an act required by that section. The
maximum penalty under this paragraph for
a related series of violations is $15,000,000.

(3) SECTION 30166.—A person who violates sec-
tion 30166 or a regulation prescribed under
that section is liable to the United States
Government for a civil penalty for failing or
refusing to allow or perform an act required
under that section or regulation. The maxi-
mum penalty under this paragraph is $5,000 per
violation per day. The maximum penalty
under this paragraph for a related series of
daily violations is $15,000,000.

(b) COMPROMISE AND SETOFF.—(1) The Sec-
retary of Transportation may compromise the
amount of a civil penalty imposed under this
section.

(2) The Government may deduct the amount of
a civil penalty imposed or compromised under
this section from amounts it owes the person
liable for the penalty.

(c) CONSIDERATIONS.—In determining the
amount of a civil penalty or compromise, the
appropriateness of the penalty or compromise to
the size of the business of the person charged
and the gravity of the violation shall be consid-
ered.

(d) SUBPENAS FOR WITNESSES.—In a civil ac-
tion brought under this section, a subpena for a
witness may be served in any judicial district.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 968;
Pub. L. 103-429, §6(23), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat.
4380; Pub. L. 106-414, §5(a), Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat.
1803; Pub. L. 109-59, title X, §10309(c), Aug. 10,
2005, 119 Stat. 1942.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
PUB. L. 103-272

?ﬁgfff,‘f Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30165@) ... 15:1398(a). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,

§109(a), 80 Stat. 723; Oct.
27, 1974, Pub. L. 93-492,
§103(b), 88 Stat. 1478.

Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§§109(b), 110(d) (related to
§109), 204(b) (related to
civil penalty), 80 Stat. 723,
724, 729

15:1424(b) (related to
civil penalty).
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES—CONTINUED
PUB. L. 103-272

gggggz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30165(b) ...... 15:1398(b) (1st, last
sentences).
30165(c) ...... 15:1398(b) (2d sen-
tence).
30165(d) ...... 15:1399(d) (related to
15:1398).

In subsection (a), the text of 15:1424(b) (related to
civil penalty) is omitted because of the restatement.
The words ‘‘is liable to the United States Government
for”’ are substituted for ‘‘shall be subject to’’ for con-
sistency. The words ‘A separate violation occurs for”’
are substituted for ‘‘Such violation of a provision of
section 1397 of this title, or regulations issued there-
under, shall constitute a separate violation with re-
spect to’’ to eliminate unnecessary words.

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘‘amount of a civil pen-
alty imposed or compromised’ are substituted for
“amount of such penalty, when finally determined, or
the amount agreed upon in compromise’ to eliminate
unnecessary words.

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘who are required to at-
tend a United States district court’ are omitted as sur-
plus. The words ‘‘be served in”’ are substituted for ‘‘run
into” for clarity.

PuB. L. 103-429

This amends 49:30141(c)(4)(A) and 30165(a) to correct
erroneous cross-references.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 30123(d) of this title, referred to in subsec.
(a)(1), was redesignated section 30123(a) of this title by
Pub. L. 105-178, title VII, §7106(b), June 9, 1998, 112 Stat.
4617.

AMENDMENTS

2005—Subsec. (a)(2), (3). Pub. L. 109-59, which directed
amendment of section 30165(a), without specifying the
title to be amended, by adding par. (2) and redesignat-
ing former par. (2) as (3), was executed to this section,
to reflect the probable intent of Congress.

2000—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 106-414 amended heading
and text generally. Prior to amendment, text read as
follows: ‘A person that violates any of sections 30112,
30115, 30117-30122, 30123(d), 30125(c), 30127, 30141-30147, or
30166 of this title or a regulation prescribed under any
of those sections is liable to the United States Govern-
ment for a civil penalty of not more than $1,000 for each
violation. A separate violation occurs for each motor
vehicle or item of motor vehicle equipment and for
each failure or refusal to allow or perform an act re-
quired by any of those sections. The maximum penalty
under this subsection for a related series of violations
is $800,000.”

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103-429 substituted ‘‘any of
sections 30112 for ‘‘section 30112 and inserted ‘‘any
of”’ before ‘‘those sections’ in two places.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 103-429 effective July 5, 1994,
see section 9 of Pub. L. 103-429, set out as a note under
section 321 of this title.

§30166. Inspections, investigations, and records

(a) DEFINITION.—In this section, ‘“‘motor vehi-
cle accident” means an occurrence associated
with the maintenance or operation of a motor
vehicle or motor vehicle equipment resulting in
personal injury, death, or property damage.

(b) AUTHORITY TO INSPECT AND INVESTIGATE.—
(1) The Secretary of Transportation may con-
duct an inspection or investigation—
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(A) that may be necessary to enforce this
chapter or a regulation prescribed or order is-
sued under this chapter; or

(B) related to a motor vehicle accident and
designed to carry out this chapter.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall co-
operate with State and local officials to the
greatest extent possible in an inspection or in-
vestigation under paragraph (1)(B) of this sub-
section.

(c) MATTERS THAT CAN BE INSPECTED AND IM-
POUNDMENT.—In carrying out this chapter, an of-
ficer or employee designated by the Secretary of
Transportation—

(1) at reasonable times, may inspect and
copy any record related to this chapter;

(2) on request, may inspect records of a man-
ufacturer, distributor, or dealer to decide
whether the manufacturer, distributor, or
dealer has complied or is complying with this
chapter or a regulation prescribed or order is-
sued under this chapter; and

(3) at reasonable times, in a reasonable way,
and on display of proper credentials and writ-
ten notice to an owner, operator, or agent in
charge, may—

(A) enter and inspect with reasonable
promptness premises in which a motor vehi-
cle or motor vehicle equipment is manufac-
tured, held for introduction in interstate
commerce, or held for sale after introduc-
tion in interstate commerce;

(B) enter and inspect with reasonable
promptness premises at which a vehicle or
equipment involved in a motor vehicle acci-
dent is located;

(C) inspect with reasonable promptness
that vehicle or equipment; and

(D) impound for not more than 72 hours a
vehicle or equipment involved in a motor ve-
hicle accident.

(d) REASONABLE COMPENSATION.—When a
motor vehicle (except a vehicle subject to sub-
chapter I of chapter 135 of this title) or motor
vehicle equipment is inspected or temporarily
impounded under subsection (c)(3) of this sec-
tion, the Secretary of Transportation shall pay
reasonable compensation to the owner of the ve-
hicle if the inspection or impoundment results
in denial of use, or reduction in value, of the ve-
hicle.

(e) RECORDS AND MAKING REPORTS.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation reasonably may re-
quire a manufacturer of a motor vehicle or
motor vehicle equipment to keep records, and a
manufacturer, distributor, or dealer to make re-
ports, to enable the Secretary to decide whether
the manufacturer, distributor, or dealer has
complied or is complying with this chapter or a
regulation prescribed or order issued under this
chapter. This subsection does not impose a rec-
ordkeeping requirement on a distributor or deal-
er in addition to those imposed under subsection
(f) of this section and section 30117(b) of this
title or a regulation prescribed or order issued
under subsection (f) or section 30117(b).

(f) PROVIDING COPIES OF COMMUNICATIONS
ABOUT DEFECTS AND NONCOMPLIANCE.—A manu-
facturer shall give the Secretary of Transpor-
tation a true or representative copy of each
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communication to the manufacturer’s dealers or
to owners or purchasers of a motor vehicle or re-
placement equipment produced by the manufac-
turer about a defect or noncompliance with a
motor vehicle safety standard prescribed under
this chapter in a vehicle or equipment that is
sold or serviced.

(g) ADMINISTRATIVE AUTHORITY ON REPORTS,
ANSWERS, AND HEARINGS.—(1) In carrying out
this chapter, the Secretary of Transportation
may—

(A) require, by general or special order, any
person to file reports or answers to specific
questions, including reports or answers under
oath; and

(B) conduct hearings, administer oaths, take
testimony, and require (by subpena or other-
wise) the appearance and testimony of wit-
nesses and the production of records the Sec-
retary considers advisable.

(2) A witness summoned under this subsection
is entitled to the same fee and mileage the wit-
ness would have been paid in a court of the
United States.

(h) CIVIL ACTIONS TO ENFORCE AND VENUE.—A
civil action to enforce a subpena or order under
subsection (g) of this section may be brought in
the United States district court for any judicial
district in which the proceeding is conducted.
The court may punish a failure to obey an order
of the court to comply with a subpena or order
as a contempt of court.

(i) GOVERNMENTAL COOPERATION.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation may request a depart-
ment, agency, or instrumentality of the United
States Government to provide records the Sec-
retary considers necessary to carry out this
chapter. The head of the department, agency, or
instrumentality shall provide the record on re-
quest, may detail personnel on a reimbursable
basis, and otherwise shall cooperate with the
Secretary. This subsection does not affect a law
limiting the authority of a department, agency,
or instrumentality to provide information to an-
other department, agency, or instrumentality.

(j) COOPERATION OF SECRETARY.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation may advise, assist, and
cooperate with departments, agencies, and in-
strumentalities of the Government, States, and
other public and private agencies in developing
a method for inspecting and testing to deter-
mine compliance with a motor vehicle safety
standard.

(k) PROVIDING INFORMATION.—The Secretary of
Transportation shall provide the Attorney Gen-
eral and, when appropriate, the Secretary of the
Treasury, information obtained that indicates a
violation of this chapter or a regulation pre-
scribed or order issued under this chapter.

() REPORTING OF DEFECTS IN MOTOR VEHICLES
AND PRODUCTS IN FOREIGN COUNTRIES.—

(1) REPORTING OF DEFECTS, MANUFACTURER
DETERMINATION.—Not later than 5 working
days after determining to conduct a safety re-
call or other safety campaign in a foreign
country on a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment that is identical or substantially
similar to a motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment offered for sale in the United
States, the manufacturer shall report the de-
termination to the Secretary.
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(2) REPORTING OF DEFECTS, FOREIGN GOVERN-
MENT DETERMINATION.—Not later than 5 work-
ing days after receiving notification that the
government of a foreign country has deter-
mined that a safety recall or other safety cam-
paign must be conducted in the foreign coun-
try on a motor vehicle or motor vehicle equip-
ment that is identical or substantially similar
to a motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment
offered for sale in the United States, the man-
ufacturer of the motor vehicle or motor vehi-
cle equipment shall report the determination
to the Secretary.

(3) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—The Sec-
retary shall prescribe the contents of the noti-
fication required by this subsection.

(m) EARLY WARNING REPORTING REQUIRE-
MENTS.—

(1) RULEMAKING REQUIRED.—Not later than
120 days after the date of the enactment of the
Transportation Recall Enhancement, Account-
ability, and Documentation (TREAD) Act, the
Secretary shall initiate a rulemaking proceed-
ing to establish early warning reporting re-
quirements for manufacturers of motor vehi-
cles and motor vehicle equipment to enhance
the Secretary’s ability to carry out the provi-
sions of this chapter.

(2) DEADLINE.—The Secretary shall issue a
final rule under paragraph (1) not later than
June 30, 2002.

(3) REPORTING ELEMENTS.—

(A) WARRANTY AND CLAIMS DATA.—AsS part
of the final rule promulgated under para-
graph (1), the Secretary shall require manu-
facturers of motor vehicles and motor vehi-
cle equipment to report, periodically or upon
request by the Secretary, information which
is received by the manufacturer derived
from foreign and domestic sources to the ex-
tent that such information may assist in the
identification of defects related to motor ve-
hicle safety in motor vehicles and motor ve-
hicle equipment in the United States and
which concerns—

(i) data on claims submitted to the man-
ufacturer for serious injuries (including
death) and aggregate statistical data on
property damage from alleged defects in a
motor vehicle or in motor vehicle equip-
ment; or

(ii) customer satisfaction campaigns,
consumer advisories, recalls, or other ac-
tivity involving the repair or replacement
of motor vehicles or items of motor vehi-
cle equipment.

(B) OTHER DATA.—As part of the final rule
promulgated under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary may, to the extent that such informa-
tion may assist in the identification of de-
fects related to motor vehicle safety in
motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment
in the United States, require manufacturers
of motor vehicles or motor vehicle equip-
ment to report, periodically or upon request
of the Secretary, such information as the
Secretary may request.

(C) REPORTING OF POSSIBLE DEFECTS.—The
manufacturer of a motor vehicle or motor
vehicle equipment shall report to the Sec-
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retary, in such manner as the Secretary es-
tablishes by regulation, all incidents of
which the manufacturer receives actual no-
tice which involve fatalities or serious inju-
ries which are alleged or proven to have been
caused by a possible defect in such manufac-
turer’s motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment in the United States, or in a for-
eign country when the possible defect is in a
motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment
that is identical or substantially similar to
a motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment
offered for sale in the United States.

(4) HANDLING AND UTILIZATION OF REPORTING
ELEMENTS.—

(A) SECRETARY’S SPECIFICATIONS.—In re-
quiring the reporting of any information re-
quested by the Secretary under this sub-
section, the Secretary shall specify in the
final rule promulgated under paragraph (1)—

(i) how such information will be re-
viewed and utilized to assist in the identi-
fication of defects related to motor vehicle
safety;

(ii) the systems and processes the Sec-
retary will employ or establish to review
and utilize such information; and

(iii) the manner and form of reporting
such information, including in electronic
form.

(B) INFORMATION IN POSSESSION OF MANU-
FACTURER.—The regulations promulgated by
the Secretary under paragraph (1) may not
require a manufacturer of a motor vehicle or
motor vehicle equipment to maintain or sub-
mit records respecting information not in
the possession of the manufacturer.

(C) DISCLOSURE.—None of the information
collected pursuant to the final rule promul-
gated under paragraph (1) shall be disclosed
pursuant to section 30167(b) unless the Sec-
retary determines the disclosure of such in-
formation will assist in carrying out sec-
tions 30117(b) and 30118 through 30121.

(D) BURDENSOME REQUIREMENTS.—In pro-
mulgating the final rule under paragraph (1),
the Secretary shall not impose requirements
unduly burdensome to a manufacturer of a
motor vehicle or motor vehicle equipment,
taking into account the manufacturer’s cost
of complying with such requirements and
the Secretary’s ability to use the informa-
tion sought in a meaningful manner to assist
in the identification of defects related to
motor vehicle safety.

(5) PERIODIC REVIEW.—As part of the final
rule promulgated pursuant to paragraph (1),
the Secretary shall specify procedures for the
periodic review and update of such rule.

(n) SALE OR LEASE OF DEFECTIVE OR NON-

COMPLIANT TIRE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall, within
90 days of the date of the enactment of the
Transportation Recall Enhancement, Account-
ability, and Documentation (TREAD) Act,
issue a final rule requiring any person who
knowingly and willfully sells or leases for use
on a motor vehicle a defective tire or a tire
which is not compliant with an applicable tire
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safety standard with actual knowledge that
the manufacturer of such tire has notified its
dealers of such defect or noncompliance as re-
quired under section 30118(c) or as required by
an order under section 30118(b) to report such
sale or lease to the Secretary.

(2) DEFECT OR NONCOMPLIANCE REMEDIED OR
ORDER NOT IN EFFECT.—Regulations under
paragraph (1) shall not require the reporting
described in paragraph (1) where before deliv-
ery under a sale or lease of a tire—

(A) the defect or noncompliance of the tire
is remedied as required by section 30120; or

(B) notification of the defect or noncompli-
ance is required under section 30118(b) but
enforcement of the order is restrained or the
order is set aside in a civil action to which
section 30121(d) applies.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 969;
Pub. L. 103-429, §6(24), Oct. 31, 1994, 108 Stat.
4380; Pub. L. 104-88, title III, §308(j), Dec. 29, 1995,
109 Stat. 947; Pub. L. 104-287, §6(f)(3), Oct. 11,
1996, 110 Stat. 3399; Pub. L. 106-414, §3(a)-(c),
Nov. 1, 2000, 114 Stat. 1800-1802.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
PUB. L. 103-272

I;:gtifgz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30166(a) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(B), (B) Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
(as 1397(a)(1)(B), §108(a)(1)(B) (related to
(E) relates to §112(a)—(c)), (D) (related to
15:1401(a)(3)(B)). §158(a)(1)), (B) (related to

§112(a)-(c)), 80 Stat. 722;

Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.

93-492, §103(a)(1)(A), (2),

(3), 88 Stat. 1477, 1478.

15:1401(a)(3)(B). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,

§112(a)-(c), 80 Stat. 725; re-

stated Oct. 27, 1974, Pub.

L. 93-492, §104(a), 88 Stat.

1478.

30166(b) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(B), (E)
(as 1397(a)(1)(B),
(E) relates to
15:1401(a)(1) (1st,
last sentences)).

15:1401(a)(1) (1st,
last sentences).

30166(c) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(B), (E)

(as 1397(a)(1)(B),

(E) relates to

15:1401(2)(2), (b)

(1st sentence

61st-last words),

(©)(2)).
15:1401(2)(2), (b) (1st
sentence 6lst-last
words), (¢)(2).
30166(d) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(B), (B)
(as 1397(a)(1)(B),
(E) relates to
15:1401(a)(3)(A)).
15:1401(a)(3)(A).
30166(e) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(B), (E)
(as 1397(a)(1)(B),
(E) relates to
15:1401(b) (1st sen-
tence 1st-60th
words, last sen-
tence)).
15:1401(b) (1st sen-
tence 1st-60th
words, last sen-

tence).
30166(f) ....... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1418(a)(1)).
15:1418(a)(1). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §158(a)(1);
added Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §102(a), 88 Stat.
1475.
30166(g) ..... 15:1397(a)(1)(B), (E)

(as 1397(a)(1)(B),
(E) relates to
15:1401(c)(1), (3),
5

®).
15:1401(c)(1), (3), (5).
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES—CONTINUED
PUB. L. 103-272

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

30166(h) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(B), (E)
(as 1397(a)(1)(B),
(E) relates to
15:1401(c)(4)).

15:1401(c)(4).

15:1397(a)(1)(B), (E)
(as 1397(a)(1)(B),
(E) relates to
15:1401(c)(6)).

15:1401(c)(6).

15:1396 (related to
inspecting and
testing).

15:1397(a)(1)(B), (E)
(as 1397(a)(1)(B),
(E) relates to
15:1401(a)(1) (2d
sentence)).

15:1401(a)(1) (2d sen-
tence).

30166(1) .......

30166(j) ....... Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§107 (related to inspecting
and testing), 80 Stat. 721.

30166(K) ......

In this section, the words ‘‘regulation prescribed or
order issued under this chapter’” are substituted for
“rules, regulations, or orders issued thereunder’’ and
“regulations and orders promulgated thereunder’’ for
consistency and because ‘‘rule’” and ‘‘regulation’ are
synonymous. The text of 15:1397(a)(1)(B) and (E) (as
1397(a)(1)(B), (E) relates to 15:1401) is omitted as sur-
plus.

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘As used” are omitted as
surplus. The word ‘‘use’’ is omitted as being included in
“‘operation’.

In subsection (b)(1)(A), the words ‘‘this chapter’ are
substituted for ‘‘this subchapter’” because of the re-
statement.

In subsection (b)(1)(B), the words ‘‘the facts, circum-
stances, conditions, and causes of’’ are omitted as sur-
plus. The words ‘‘designed to carry out’ are substituted
for ‘““which is for the purposes of carrying out’’ to elimi-
nate unnecessary words.

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘“‘making’, ‘‘appro-
priate’”’, and ‘‘consistent with the purposes of this sub-
section’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (c¢), before clause (1), the words “‘In car-
rying out this chapter’” are substituted for ‘“‘For pur-
poses of carrying out paragraph (1)’ in 15:1401(a)(2) and
“In order to carry out the provisions of this sub-
chapter” in 15:1401(c)(2) for clarity and consistency in
this chapter. The words ‘‘an officer or employee des-
ignated by the Secretary of Transportation’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘officers or employees duly designated by
the Secretary’ in 15:1401(a)(2), ‘‘an officer or employee
duly designated by the Secretary’ in 15:1401(b), and
“‘his duly authorized agent’ in 15:1401(c)(2) for consist-
ency. In clause (1), the words ‘‘may inspect and copy’’
are substituted for ‘‘shall . . . have access to, and for
the purposes of examination the right to copy’ in
15:1401(c)(2) to eliminate unnecessary words. The words
‘“‘of any person having materials or information . . .
any function of the Secretary under’” are omitted as
surplus. In clause (2), the word ‘“‘may’’ is substituted for
“permit such officer or employee to’’ in 15:1401(b) be-
cause of the restatement. The words ‘‘appropriate’” and
“relevant’ are omitted as surplus. In clause (3)(A)-(C),
the words ‘‘inspect with reasonable promptness’ are
substituted for 15:1401(a)(2) (last sentence) to eliminate
unnecessary words and for consistency. In clause (3)(A),
the word ‘‘premises’ is substituted for ‘‘factory, ware-
house, or establishment’ for consistency. In clause
3)(D), the words ‘“‘not more than” are substituted for
‘‘a period not to exceed’’ for consistency.

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘for the purpose of in-
spection” and ‘‘the authority of”’ are omitted as sur-
plus. The words ‘‘is inspected or temporarily im-
pounded under subsection (c)(3) of this section’ are
substituted for ‘“Whenever, under the authority of
paragraph (2)(B), the Secretary inspects or temporarily
impounds for the purpose of inspection’ for clarity and
to correct the cross-reference in the source provision.
The words ‘“‘to its owner’’ are omitted as surplus.
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In subsection (e), the words ‘‘establish and’ are omit-
ted as surplus. The words ‘‘This subsection does not im-
pose’’ are substituted for ‘‘Nothing in this subsection
shall be construed as imposing”’ for consistency and to
eliminate unnecessary words.

In subsection (f), the words ‘‘notices, bulletins, and
other” are omitted as surplus. The words ‘“with a
motor vehicle safety standard prescribed under this
chapter” are added for clarity. The text of
15:1397(a)(1)(D) (related to 15:1418(a)(1)) is omitted as
surplus.

In subsection (g)(1), before clause (A), the words ‘‘or
on the authorization of the Secretary, any officer or
employee of the Department of Transportation’ are
omitted as surplus because of 49:322(b). In clause (A),
the words ‘‘in writing”’, “‘in such form as the Secretary
may prescribe’, ‘“‘relating to any function of the Sec-
retary under this subchapter’, and ‘‘shall be filed with
the Secretary within such reasonable period as the Sec-
retary may prescribe’ are omitted as surplus. In clause
(B), the words ‘‘sit and act at such times and places”
are omitted as being included in ‘‘conduct hearings’.
The word ‘‘records’ is substituted for ‘‘such books, pa-
pers, correspondence, memorandums, contracts, agree-
ments, or other records” for consistency in the revised
title and with other titles of the United States Code.

In subsection (h), the words ‘A civil action to enforce
a subpena or order . .. may be brought in the United
States district court for the judicial district in which
the proceeding is conducted’ are substituted for ‘‘any
of the district courts of the United States within the
jurisdiction of which an inquiry is carried on may, in
the case of contumacy or refusal to obey a subpena or
order of the Secretary or such officer or employee . . .
issue an order requiring compliance therewith’ for
clarity and to eliminate unnecessary words. The words
‘‘an order of the court to comply with a subpena or
order’ are substituted for ‘‘such order of the court’ for
clarity.

In subsection (i), the words ‘“‘United States’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘Federal’’ for consistency. The words ‘‘to
provide” are substituted for ‘‘from’ because of the re-
statement. The words ‘‘his functions under’’ are omit-
ted as surplus. The words ‘‘head of the” are added for
consistency. The words ‘‘to the Department of Trans-
portation . . . made by the Secretary’ are omitted as
surplus. The words ‘‘detail personnel on a reimbursable
basis’ are substituted for 15:1401(c)(6)(B) to eliminate
unnecessary words and because of the restatement. The
word ‘‘otherwise’ is added for clarity. The words ‘‘be
deemed to” and ‘‘provision of’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (j), the words ‘‘departments, agencies,
and instrumentalities of the Government, States, and
other public and private agencies’ are substituted for
‘“‘other Federal departments and agencies, and State
and other interested public and private agencies’” for
consistency.

In subsection (k), the words ‘‘for appropriate action”
are omitted as surplus.

PUB. L. 103-429

This amends 49:30166(h) to clarify the restatement of
15:1401(c)(4) by section 1 of the Act of July 5, 1994 (Pub-
lic Law 103-272, 108 Stat. 970).

REFERENCES IN TEXT

The date of the enactment of the Transportation Re-
call Enhancement, Accountability, and Documentation
(TREAD) Act, referred to in subsecs. (m)(1) and (n)(1),
is the date of enactment of Pub. L. 106-414, which was
approved Nov. 1, 2000.

AMENDMENTS
2000—Subsecs. (1) to (n). Pub. L. 106-414 added subsecs.
(1) to (n).
1996—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104-287 made technical

amendment to directory language of Pub. L. 104-88,
§308(j). See 1995 Amendment note below.

1995—Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104-88, §308(j), as amended
by Pub. L. 104-287, substituted ‘‘subchapter I of chapter
135" for ‘‘subchapter II of chapter 105°.
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1994—Subsec. (h). Pub. L. 103-429 substituted “‘any ju-
dicial district’ for ““the judicial district.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Section 6(f)(3) of Pub. L. 104-287 provided that the
amendment made by that section is effective Dec. 29,
1995.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1995 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 104-88 effective Jan. 1, 1996,
see section 2 of Pub. L. 104-88, set out as an Effective
Date note under section 701 of this title.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 103-429 effective July 5, 1994,
see section 9 of Pub. L. 103-429, set out as a note under
section 321 of this title.

§30167. Disclosure of information by the Sec-
retary of Transportation

(a) CONFIDENTIALITY OF INFORMATION.—Infor-
mation obtained under this chapter related to a
confidential matter referred to in section 1905 of
title 18 may be disclosed only in the following
ways:

(1) to other officers and employees carrying
out this chapter.

(2) when relevant to a proceeding under this
chapter.

(3) to the public if the confidentiality of the
information is preserved.

(4) to the public when the Secretary of
Transportation decides that disclosure is nec-
essary to carry out section 30101 of this title.

(b) DEFECT AND NONCOMPLIANCE INFORMA-
TION.—Subject to subsection (a) of this section,
the Secretary shall disclose information ob-
tained under this chapter related to a defect or
noncompliance that the Secretary decides will
assist in carrying out sections 30117(b) and
30118-30121 of this title or that is required to be
disclosed under section 30118(a) of this title. A
requirement to disclose information under this
subsection is in addition to the requirements of
section 552 of title 5.

(¢c) INFORMATION ABOUT MANUFACTURER’S IN-
CREASED CO0STS.—A manufacturer opposing an
action of the Secretary under this chapter be-
cause of increased cost shall submit to the Sec-
retary information about the increased cost, in-
cluding the manufacturer’s cost and the cost to
retail purchasers, that allows the public and the
Secretary to evaluate the manufacturer’s state-
ment. The Secretary shall evaluate the informa-
tion promptly and, subject to subsection (a) of
this section, shall make the information and
evaluation available to the public. The Sec-
retary shall publish a notice in the Federal Reg-
ister that the information is available.

(d) WITHHOLDING INFORMATION FROM CON-
GRESS.—This section does not authorize infor-
mation to be withheld from a committee of Con-
gress authorized to have the information.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 970.)
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggis:g Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30167(a) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(B) (re- Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
lated to 15:1401(e) §108(a)(1)(B) (related to
(1st sentence)), §112(e)), (D) (related to
(D) (related to §158(a)(2)), (E) (related to
15:1418(a)(2)(B)), §112(e)), 80 Stat. 722; Oct.
(E) (related to 27, 1974, Pub. L. 93-492,
15:1401(e) (1st sen- §103(a)(1)(A), (2), (3), 88
tence)). Stat. 1477, 1478.
15:1401(e) (1st sen- Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
tence). §112(e), 80 Stat. 725; Oct.
27, 1974, Pub. L. 93-492,
§104(b), 88 Stat. 1480.
15:1402(b)(2) (1st sen- | Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
tence). 80 Stat. 718, §113; added
Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §105, 88 Stat. 1480.
15:1418(a)(2)(B). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
80 Stat. 718, §158(a)(2);
added Oct. 27, 1974, Pub. L.
93-492, §102(a), 88 Stat.
1476.
30167(b) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(D) (re-
lated to
15:1418(a)(2)(A),
(©)).
15:1418(a)(2)(A), (C).
30167(c) ...... 15:1402(a), (b)(1),
(e)—(e).
30167(d) ...... 15:1397(a)(1)(B), (B)
(as 1397(a)(1)(B),
(B) relates to
15:1401(e) (last
sentence)).
15:1401(e) (last sen-
tence).
15:1402(b)(2) (last
sentence).

In this section, the text of 15:1397(a)(1)(B) (related to
15:1401(e)), (D) (related to 15:1418(a)(2)), and (E) (related
to 15:1401(e)) is omitted as surplus.

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘Except
as otherwise provided in section 1418(a)(2) and section
1402(b) of this title” in 15:1401(e) (1st sentence) are
omitted, and the words ‘‘Information obtained under
this chapter related to a confidential matter’’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘all information reported to or otherwise
obtained by the Secretary or his representative pursu-
ant to this subchapter which information contains or
relates to a trade secret or other matter’ in 15:1401(e)
(1st sentence) and ‘‘described in subparagraph (A)”’ in
15:1418(a)(2)(B), because of the restatement. The words
‘‘shall be considered confidential for the purpose of
that section” are omitted as surplus. The words ‘“‘may
be disclosed only in the following ways’” are sub-
stituted for ‘‘except that such information may be dis-
closed’ in 15:1401(e) (1st sentence) and 15:1402(b)(2) (1st
sentence) and ‘‘and shall not be disclosed; unless’ in
15:1418(a)(2)(B) to eliminate unnecessary words. Clause
(3) is substituted for 15:1402(b)(2) (1st sentence words be-
fore 2d comma,) to eliminate unnecessary words.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘Subject to” are sub-
stituted for ‘‘Except as provided in’ for consistency.
The words ‘‘to the public so much of any’ and ‘‘which
is”’ are omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘which relates to
motor vehicle safety’ and ‘“‘with an applicable Federal
motor vehicle safety standard’” are omitted because of
the restatement. The words ‘‘the purposes of’’ and ‘‘and
not in lieu of”’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (c), the words ‘“‘For purposes of this sec-
tion, the term ‘cost information’ means’ and ‘‘such
cost information” are omitted because of the restate-
ment. The words ‘alleged’”, ‘“both”, and ‘‘resulting
from action by the Secretary, in such form” are omit-
ted as surplus. The words ‘‘Such term includes’ are
omitted because of the restatement. The words ‘‘to
evaluate” are substituted for ‘“‘to make an informed
judgment” to eliminate unnecessary words and for con-
sistency in the subsection. The words ‘‘(in such detail
as the Secretary may by regulation or order prescribe)’”’
are omitted as surplus because of 49:322(a). The word
‘“‘thereafter’” is omitted as surplus. The word ‘‘evalu-
ate” is substituted for ‘“‘prepare an evaluation of” to
eliminate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘The Sec-
retary’” are added for clarity. The text of 15:1402(d) is
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omitted as surplus because of 49:322(a). The text of
15:1402(e) is omitted as surplus because of the restate-
ment.

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘by the Secretary or any
officer or employee under his control’” and ‘‘duly’ are
omitted as surplus. The words ‘‘to have the informa-
tion’ are added for clarity.

§30168. Research,
training

testing, development, and

(a) GENERAL AUTHORITY.—(1) The Secretary of
Transportation shall conduct research, testing,
development, and training necessary to carry
out this chapter. The research, development,
testing, and training shall include—

(A) collecting information to determine the
relationship between motor vehicle or motor
vehicle equipment performance characteris-
tics and—

(i) accidents involving motor vehicles; and
(ii) the occurrence of death or personal in-
jury resulting from those accidents;

(B) obtaining experimental and other motor
vehicles and motor vehicle equipment for re-
search or testing; and

(C) selling or otherwise disposing of test
motor vehicles and motor vehicle equipment
and crediting the proceeds to current appro-
priations available to carry out this chapter.

(2) The Secretary may carry out this sub-
section through grants to States, interstate au-
thorities, and nonprofit institutions.

(b) USE OF PUBLIC AGENCIES.—In carrying out
this chapter, the Secretary shall use the serv-
ices, research, and testing facilities of public
agencies to the maximum extent practicable to
avoid duplication.

(¢) FACILITIES.—The Secretary may plan, de-
sign, and build a new facility or modify an exist-
ing facility to conduct research, development,
and testing in traffic safety, highway safety, and
motor vehicle safety. An expenditure of more
than $100,000 for planning, design, or construc-
tion may be made only if the planning, design,
or construction is approved by substantially
similar resolutions by the Committees on Com-
merce and Transportation and Infrastructure of
the House of Representatives and the Commit-
tees on Commerce, Science, and Transportation
and Environment and Public Works of the Sen-
ate. To obtain that approval, the Secretary shall
submit to Congress a prospectus on the proposed
facility. The prospectus shall include—

(1) a brief description of the facility being
planned, designed, or built;

(2) the location of the facility;

(3) an estimate of the maximum cost of the
facility;

(4) a statement identifying private and pub-
lic agencies that will use the facility and the
contribution each agency will make to the
cost of the facility; and

(5) a justification of the need for the facility.

(d) INCREASING COSTS OF APPROVED FACILI-
TIES.—The estimated maximum cost of a facility
approved under subsection (c) of this section
may be increased by an amount equal to the per-
centage increase in construction costs from the
date the prospectus is submitted to Congress.
However, the increase in the cost of the facility
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may not be more than 10 percent of the esti-
mated maximum cost included in the prospec-
tus. The Secretary shall decide what increase in
construction costs has occurred.

(e) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION, PATENTS,
AND DEVELOPMENTS.—When the United States
Government makes more than a minimal con-
tribution to a research or development activity
under this chapter, the Secretary shall include
in the arrangement for the activity a provision
to ensure that all information, patents, and de-
velopments related to the activity are available
to the public. However, the owner of a back-
ground patent may not be deprived of a right
under the patent.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 971;
Pub. L. 104-287, §5(568), Oct. 11, 1996, 110 Stat.
3394.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gggtlfgz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)

30168(a) ...... 15:1395(a), (b). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§§106, 118, 80 Stat. 721, 728.

30168(b) ...... 15:1406.

30168(c) ...... 15:1431(a). Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,
§301, 80 Stat. 729; restated
May 22, 1970, Pub. L.
91-265, §7, 84 Stat. 263.

30168(d) ...... 15:1431(b).

30168(e) ...... 15:1395(c).

In subsection (a)(1), before clause (A), the words ‘‘the
purposes of”’ and ‘‘but not limited to” are omitted as
surplus. In clause (A), before subclause (i), the words
‘“from any source’” are omitted as surplus. In clause
(B), the words ‘‘(by negotiation or otherwise)” and
‘“‘purposes’ are omitted as surplus. In clause (C), the
word ‘‘crediting’ is substituted for ‘‘reimbursing’ be-
cause it is more appropriate. The words ‘‘of such sale or
disposal” and ‘‘the purposes of’’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘‘conduct research,
testing, development, and training as authorized to be
.. . for the conduct of such research, testing, develop-
ment, and training” are omitted as surplus. The word
‘“‘authorities’ is substituted for ‘‘agencies’ for consist-
ency.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘in order’ are omitted as
surplus.

In subsection (c), before clause (1), the word ‘‘suit-
able’ is omitted as surplus. The word ‘‘testing’’ is sub-
stituted for ‘‘compliance and other testing’ to elimi-
nate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘An expenditure of
more than $100,000 . . . may be made only’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘except that no appropriation shall be
made involving an expenditure in excess of
$100,000”’ as being more precise and to eliminate unnec-
essary words. The words ‘‘substantially similar resolu-
tions’ are substituted for ‘‘resolutions adopted in sub-
stantially the same form” to eliminate unnecessary
words. The words ‘‘Energy and Commerce’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘Interstate and Foreign Commerce’’, and
the words ‘“‘Public Works and Transportation’ are sub-
stituted for ‘““Public Works”’, to conform to the amend-
ments made to House Rule X changing the names of
those committees. The words ‘‘Commerce, Science, and
Transportation” are substituted for ‘“‘Commerce’”’, and
the words ‘“‘Environment and Public Works” are sub-
stituted for ‘“Public Works’’, to conform to the amend-
ments made to Senate Rule XXV changing the names
of those committees. The words ‘“To obtain that’ are
substituted for ‘“For the purpose of securing consider-
ation of such” to eliminate unnecessary words. The
words ‘‘The prospectus shall include’ are substituted
for “‘including” for clarity. The words ‘‘(but not limited
to)”’ are omitted as surplus. In clause (5), the words
‘“‘statement of”’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (d), the words ‘‘if any” are omitted as
surplus. The words ‘‘in the cost of the facility’ are sub-
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stituted for ‘‘authorized by this subsection’, and the
words ‘‘The Secretary shall decide what increase in
construction costs has occurred’” are substituted for
‘“‘as determined by the Secretary’’, for clarity.

In subsection (e), the words ‘‘United States Govern-
ment” are substituted for ‘‘Federal” for consistency.
The words ‘‘arrangement for the activity’” are sub-
stituted for ‘‘contract, grant, or other arrangement for
such research or development activity’’, and the words
“‘patents, and developments’ are substituted for ‘‘uses,
processes, patents, and other developments’, to elimi-
nate unnecessary words. The words ‘‘encouraging
motor vehicle safety”, ‘‘effective’, ‘‘fully and freely’’,
and ‘‘general’” are omitted as surplus. The word ‘‘How-
ever” is added for clarity. The words ‘may not be’’ are
substituted for ‘“Nothing herein shall be construed to”’
for consistency. The words ‘“‘which he may have’ are
omitted as surplus.

AMENDMENTS
1996—Subsec. (c). Pub. L. 104-287 substituted ‘‘Com-
mittees on Commerce and Transportation and Infra-

structure” for ‘“‘Committees on Energy and Commerce
and Public Works and Transportation’.

§30169. Annual reports

(a) GENERAL REPORT.—The Secretary of Trans-
portation shall submit to the President to sub-
mit to Congress on July 1 of each year a report
on the administration of this chapter for the
prior calendar year. The report shall include—

(1) a thorough statistical compilation of ac-
cidents and injuries;

(2) motor vehicle safety standards in effect
or prescribed under this chapter;

(3) the degree of observance of the standards;

(4) a summary of current research grants
and contracts and a description of the prob-
lems to be considered under those grants and
contracts;

(5) an analysis and evaluation of research ac-
tivities completed and technological progress
achieved;

(6) enforcement actions;

(7) the extent to which technical informa-
tion was given the scientific community and
consumer-oriented information was made
available to the public; and

(8) recommendations for legislation needed
to promote cooperation among the States in
improving traffic safety and strengthening the
national traffic safety program.

(b) REPORT ON IMPORTING MOTOR VEHICLES.—
Not later than 18 months after regulations are
first prescribed under section 2(e)(1)(B) of the
Imported Vehicle Safety Compliance Act of 1988,
the Secretary shall submit to Congress a report
of the actions taken to carry out subchapter IIT
of this chapter and the effectiveness of those ac-
tions, including any testing by the Secretary
under section 30146(c)(2) of this title. After the
first report, the Secretary shall submit a report
to Congress under this subsection not later than
July 31 of each year.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 972.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gﬁgfffg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30169(a) ...... 15:1408. Sept. 9, 1966, Pub. L. 89-563,

§120, 80 Stat. 728; May 22,
1970, Pub. L. 91-265, §5, 84
Stat. 263; Oct. 27, 1974,
Pub. L. 93-492, §110(b), 88
Stat. 1484.
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HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES—CONTINUED

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30169(b) ...... 15:1397 (note). Oct. 31, 1988, Pub. L. 100-562,
§2(e)(4), 102 Stat. 2825.

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘pre-
pare and’’, ‘‘comprehensive’’, and ‘‘but not be restricted
to’’ are omitted as unnecessary. In clause (1), the words
‘“‘occurring in such year” are omitted as surplus. In
clause (2), the words ‘‘in such year’ are omitted as sur-
plus. The words ‘‘under this chapter’” are substituted
for ‘“Federal” for consistency in this chapter. In clause
(3), the words ‘‘applicable Federal motor vehicle” are
omitted as surplus. In clause (4), the word ‘‘all” is
omitted as surplus. In clause (5), the words ‘‘including
relevant policy recommendations” and ‘‘during such
year’ are omitted as surplus. In clause (6), the words ‘‘a
statement of . . . including judicial decisions, settle-
ments, or pending litigation during such year’” are
omitted as surplus. In clause (7), the word ‘‘motoring”’
is omitted as surplus. In clause (8), the words ‘‘The re-
port required by subsection (a) of this section shall con-
tain such” are omitted because of the restatement. The
words ‘“‘additional ... as the Secretary deems’ and
‘‘several’ are omitted as surplus.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 2(e)(1)(B) of the Imported Vehicle Safety
Compliance Act of 1988, referred to in subsec. (b), is sec-
tion 2(e)(1)(B) of Pub. L. 100-562, which was set out as
a note under section 1397 of Title 15, Commerce and

Trade, prior to repeal by Pub. L. 103-272, §7(b), July 5,
1994, 108 Stat. 1379.
TERMINATION OF REPORTING REQUIREMENTS
For termination, effective May 15, 2000, of provisions
of law requiring submittal to Congress of any annual,
semiannual, or other regular periodic report listed in
House Document No. 103-7 (in which the 1st item on
page 135 and the 2nd item on page 134 identify reporting
provisions which, as subsequently amended, are con-
tained, respectively, in subsecs. (a) and (b) of this sec-
tion), see section 3003 of Pub. L. 104-66, set out as a note
under section 1113 of Title 31, Money and Finance.

§30170. Criminal Penalties

(a) CRIMINAL LIABILITY FOR FALSIFYING OR
WITHHOLDING INFORMATION.—

(1) GENERAL RULE.—A person who violates
section 1001 of title 18 with respect to the re-
porting requirements of section 30166, with the
specific intention of misleading the Secretary
with respect to motor vehicle or motor vehicle
equipment safety related defects that have
caused death or serious bodily injury to an in-
dividual (as defined in section 1365(g2)(3)1 of
title 18), shall be subject to criminal penalties
of a fine under title 18, or imprisoned for not
more than 15 years, or both.

(2) SAFE HARBOR TO ENCOURAGE REPORTING
AND FOR WHISTLE BLOWERS.—

(A) CORRECTION.—A person described in
paragraph (1) shall not be subject to crimi-
nal penalties under this subsection if: (1) at
the time of the violation, such person does
not know that the violation would result in
an accident causing death or serious bodily
injury; and (2) the person corrects any im-
proper reports or failure to report within a
reasonable time.

(B) REASONABLE TIME AND SUFFICIENCY OF
CORRECTION.—The Secretary shall establish

1See References in Text note below.
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by regulation what constitutes a reasonable
time for the purposes of subparagraph (A)
and what manner of correction is sufficient
for purposes of subparagraph (A). The Sec-
retary shall issue a final rule under this sub-
paragraph within 90 days of the date of the
enactment of this section.

(C) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Subsection (a) shall
not take effect before the final rule under
subparagraph (B) takes effect.

(b) COORDINATION WITH DEPARTMENT OF JUS-
TICE.—The Attorney General may bring an ac-
tion, or initiate grand jury proceedings, for a
violation of subsection (a) only at the request of
the Secretary of Transportation.

(Added Pub. L. 106-414, §5(b)(1), Nov. 1, 2000, 114
Stat. 1803.)

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 1365(g)(3) of title 18, referred to in subsec.
(a)(1), was redesignated section 1365(h)(3) of title 18 by
Pub. L. 107-307, §2(1), Dec. 2, 2002, 116 Stat. 2445.

The date of the enactment of this section, referred to
in subsec. (a)(2)(B), is the date of enactment of Pub. L.
106-414, which was approved Nov. 1, 2000.

CHAPTER 303—NATIONAL DRIVER REGISTER

Sec.

30301. Definitions.

30302. National Driver Register.

30303. State participation.

30304. Reports by chief driver licensing officials.

30305. Access to Register information.

30306. National Driver Register Advisory Commit-
tee.

30307. Criminal penalties.

30308. Authorization of appropriations.

§30301. Definitions

In this chapter—

(1) ‘“‘alcohol” has the same meaning given
that term in regulations prescribed by the
Secretary of Transportation.

(2) “‘chief driver licensing official”’ means
the official in a State who is authorized to—

(A) maintain a record about a motor vehi-
cle operator’s license issued by the State;
and

(B) issue, deny, revoke, suspend, or cancel

a motor vehicle operator’s license issued by

the State.

(3) ‘“‘controlled substance’” has the same
meaning given that term in section 102 of the
Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and
Control Act of 1970 (21 U.S.C. 802).

(4) ‘“‘motor vehicle’” means a vehicle, ma-
chine, tractor, trailer, or semitrailer propelled
or drawn by mechanical power and used on
public streets, roads, or highways, but does
not include a vehicle operated only on a rail
line.

(5) “motor vehicle operator’s license’” means
a license issued by a State authorizing an indi-
vidual to operate a motor vehicle on public
streets, roads, or highways.

(6) “‘participating State’” means a State that
has notified the Secretary under section 30303
of this title of its participation in the Na-
tional Driver Register.

(7 ‘‘State” means a State of the United
States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
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the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa,
the Northern Mariana Islands, the Trust Terri-
tory of the Pacific Islands, and any other ter-
ritory or possession of the United States.

(8) ‘““‘State of record” means a State that has
given the Secretary a report under section
30304 of this title about an individual who is
the subject of a request for information made
under section 30305 of this title.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 973.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

?:é)tifgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30301 .......... 23:401 (note). Oct. 25, 1982, Pub. L. 97-364,
§202, 96 Stat. 1740.

In clauses (4) and (5), the words ‘‘public streets, roads,
or highways’” are substituted for ‘highway’” and
“‘highway’ means any road or street’” for consistency
in the revised title.

In clause (4), the words ‘‘rail line”’ are substituted for
“‘rail or rails’ for consistency in the revised title.

The definitions of ‘‘Secretary’, ‘‘Register’”, and
‘“‘Register system’ are omitted as surplus because the
complete name of the Secretary of Transportation and
the National Driver Register are used the first time the
terms appear in a section.

TERMINATION OF TRUST TERRITORY OF THE PACIFIC
ISLANDS

For termination of Trust Territory of the Pacific Is-
lands, see note set out preceding section 1681 of Title
48, Territories and Insular Possessions.

PROTECTION OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND CRIME
VICTIMS FROM CERTAIN DISCLOSURES OF INFORMATION

Pub. L. 109-162, title VIII, §827, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat.
3066, provided that: ‘‘In developing regulations or guid-
ance with regard to identification documents, includ-
ing driver’s licenses, the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, in consultation with the Administrator of Social
Security, shall consider and address the needs of vic-
tims, including victims of battery, extreme cruelty, do-
mestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, stalk-
ing or trafficking, who are entitled to enroll in State
address confidentiality programs, whose addresses are
entitled to be suppressed under State or Federal law or
suppressed by a court order, or who are protected from
disclosure of information pursuant to section 384 of the
Illegal Immigration Reform and Immigrant Respon-
sibility Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1367).”

IMPROVED SECURITY FOR DRIVERS’ LICENSES AND
PERSONAL IDENTIFICATION CARDS

Pub. L. 110-177, title V, §508, Jan. 7, 2008, 121 Stat.
2543, provided that:
“‘(a) MINIMUM DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS.—

‘(1) MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.—For purposes of sec-
tion 202(b)(6) of the REAL ID Act of 2005 [div. B of
Pub. L. 109-13] (49 U.S.C. 30301 note), a State may, in
the case of an individual described in subparagraph
(A) or (B) of paragraph (2), include in a driver’s li-
cense or other identification card issued to that indi-
vidual by the State, the address specified in that sub-
paragraph in lieu of the individual’s address of prin-
ciple residence.

¢‘(2) INDIVIDUALS AND INFORMATION.—The individuals
and addresses referred to in paragraph (1) are the fol-
lowing:

““(A) In the case of a Justice of the United States,
the address of the United States Supreme Court.
“(B) In the case of a judge of a Federal court, the
address of the courthouse.
‘“(b) VERIFICATION OF INFORMATION.—For purposes of
section 202(c)(1)(D) of the REAL ID Act of 2005 (49
U.S.C. 30301 note), in the case of an individual described
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in subparagraph (A) or (B) of subsection (a)(2), a State
need only require documentation of the address appear-
ing on the individual’s driver’s license or other identi-
fication card issued by that State to the individual.”

Pub. L. 109-13, div. B, title II, May 11, 2005, 119 Stat.
311, provided that:

“SEC. 201. DEFINITIONS.
“In this title, the following definitions apply:

‘(1) DRIVER’S LICENSE.—The term ‘driver’s license’
means a motor vehicle operator’s license, as defined
in section 30301 of title 49, United States Code.

‘(2) IDENTIFICATION CARD.—The term ‘identification
card’ means a personal identification card, as defined
in section 1028(d) of title 18, United States Code, is-
sued by a State.

‘(3) OFFICIAL PURPOSE.—The term ‘official purpose’
includes but is not limited to accessing Federal fa-
cilities, boarding federally regulated commercial air-
craft, entering nuclear power plants, and any other
purposes that the Secretary shall determine.

‘“(4) SECRETARY.—The term ‘Secretary’ means the
Secretary of Homeland Security.

““(5) STATE.—The term ‘State’ means a State of the
United States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the
Northern Mariana Islands, the Trust Territory of the
Pacific Islands, and any other territory or possession
of the United States.

“SEC. 202. MINIMUM DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS
AND ISSUANCE STANDARDS FOR FEDERAL
RECOGNITION.

‘‘(a) MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR FEDERAL USE.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning 3 years after the date
of the enactment of this division [May 11, 2005], a
Federal agency may not accept, for any official pur-
pose, a driver’s license or identification card issued
by a State to any person unless the State is meeting
the requirements of this section.

‘(2) STATE CERTIFICATIONS.—The Secretary shall de-
termine whether a State is meeting the requirements
of this section based on certifications made by the
State to the Secretary. Such certifications shall be
made at such times and in such manner as the Sec-
retary, in consultation with the Secretary of Trans-
portation, may prescribe by regulation.

“(b) MINIMUM DOCUMENT REQUIREMENTS.—To meet
the requirements of this section, a State shall include,
at a minimum, the following information and features
on each driver’s license and identification card issued
to a person by the State:

‘(1) The person’s full legal name.

‘(2) The person’s date of birth.

‘(3) The person’s gender.

‘“(4) The person’s driver’s license or identification
card number.

‘() A digital photograph of the person.

‘“(6) The person’s address of principle residence.

‘(7T) The person’s signature.

‘“(8) Physical security features designed to prevent
tampering, counterfeiting, or duplication of the docu-
ment for fraudulent purposes.

‘“(9) A common machine-readable technology, with
defined minimum data elements.

“(c) MINIMUM ISSUANCE STANDARDS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—To0 meet the requirements of this
section, a State shall require, at a minimum, presen-
tation and verification of the following information
before issuing a driver’s license or identification card
to a person:

‘“(A) A photo identity document, except that a
non-photo identity document is acceptable if it in-
cludes both the person’s full legal name and date of
birth.

‘(B) Documentation showing the person’s date of
birth.

“(C) Proof of the person’s social security account
number or verification that the person is not eligi-
ble for a social security account number.

‘(D) Documentation showing the person’s name
and address of principal residence.

¢‘(2) SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS.—

‘““(A) IN GENERAL.—To meet the requirements of
this section, a State shall comply with the mini-
mum standards of this paragraph.

‘(B) EVIDENCE OF LAWFUL STATUS.—A State shall
require, before issuing a driver’s license or identi-
fication card to a person, valid documentary evi-
dence that the person—

‘(i) is a citizen or national of the United States;

‘(ii) is an alien lawfully admitted for perma-
nent or temporary residence in the United States;

‘“(iii) has conditional permanent resident status
in the United States;

‘“(iv) has an approved application for asylum in
the United States or has entered into the United
States in refugee status;

“(v) has a valid, unexpired nonimmigrant visa
or nonimmigrant visa status for entry into the
United States;

‘(vi) has a pending application for asylum in
the United States;

‘“(vii) has a pending or approved application for
temporary protected status in the United States;

‘‘(viii) has approved deferred action status; or

‘(ix) has a pending application for adjustment
of status to that of an alien lawfully admitted for
permanent residence in the United States or con-
ditional permanent resident status in the United
States.

*(C) TEMPORARY DRIVERS’ LICENSES AND IDENTI-
FICATION CARDS.—

‘(i) IN GENERAL.—If a person presents evidence
under any of clauses (v) through (ix) of subpara-
graph (B), the State may only issue a temporary
driver’s license or temporary identification card
to the person.

‘‘(ii) EXPIRATION DATE.—A temporary driver’s li-
cense or temporary identification card issued pur-
suant to this subparagraph shall be valid only
during the period of time of the applicant’s au-
thorized stay in the United States or, if there is
no definite end to the period of authorized stay,
a period of one year.

“(iii) DISPLAY OF EXPIRATION DATE.—A tem-
porary driver’s license or temporary identifica-
tion card issued pursuant to this subparagraph
shall clearly indicate that it is temporary and
shall state the date on which it expires.

‘(iv) RENEWAL.—A temporary driver’s license or
temporary identification card issued pursuant to
this subparagraph may be renewed only upon
presentation of valid documentary evidence that
the status by which the applicant qualified for
the temporary driver’s license or temporary iden-
tification card has been extended by the Sec-
retary of Homeland Security.

¢“(3) VERIFICATION OF DOCUMENTS.—To meet the re-
quirements of this section, a State shall implement
the following procedures:

““(A) Before issuing a driver’s license or identi-
fication card to a person, the State shall verify,
with the issuing agency, the issuance, validity, and
completeness of each document required to be pre-
sented by the person under paragraph (1) or (2).

‘(B) The State shall not accept any foreign docu-
ment, other than an official passport, to satisfy a
requirement of paragraph (1) or (2).

“(C) Not later than September 11, 2005, the State
shall enter into a memorandum of understanding
with the Secretary of Homeland Security to rou-
tinely utilize the automated system known as Sys-
tematic Alien Verification for Entitlements, as pro-
vided for by section 404 of the Illegal Immigration
Reform and Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996
[Pub. L. 104-208, div. C, 8 U.S.C. 1324a note] (110
Stat. 3009-664), to verify the legal presence status of
a person, other than a United States citizen, apply-
ing for a driver’s license or identification card.

‘‘(d) OTHER REQUIREMENTS.—To meet the require-

ments of this section, a State shall adopt the following
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practices in the issuance of drivers’ licenses and identi-
fication cards:

‘(1) Employ technology to capture digital images
of identity source documents so that the images can
be retained in electronic storage in a transferable for-
mat.

‘“(2) Retain paper copies of source documents for a
minimum of 7 years or images of source documents
presented for a minimum of 10 years.

‘(3) Subject each person applying for a driver’s li-
cense or identification card to mandatory facial
image capture.

‘“(4) Establish an effective procedure to confirm or
verify a renewing applicant’s information.

‘“(5) Confirm with the Social Security Administra-
tion a social security account number presented by a
person using the full social security account number.
In the event that a social security account number is
already registered to or associated with another per-
son to which any State has issued a driver’s license
or identification card, the State shall resolve the dis-
crepancy and take appropriate action.

*“(6) Refuse to issue a driver’s license or identifica-
tion card to a person holding a driver’s license issued
by another State without confirmation that the per-
son is terminating or has terminated the driver’s li-
cense.

‘“(7T) Ensure the physical security of locations where
drivers’ licenses and identification cards are produced
and the security of document materials and papers
from which drivers’ licenses and identification cards
are produced.

‘(8) Subject all persons authorized to manufacture
or produce drivers’ licenses and identification cards
to appropriate security clearance requirements.

“(9) Establish fraudulent document recognition
training programs for appropriate employees engaged
in the issuance of drivers’ licenses and identification
cards.

¢(10) Limit the period of validity of all driver’s 1i-
censes and identification cards that are not tem-
porary to a period that does not exceed 8 years.

‘“(11) In any case in which the State issues a driv-
er’s license or identification card that does not sat-
isfy the requirements of this section, ensure that
such license or identification card—

““(A) clearly states on its face that it may not be
accepted by any Federal agency for federal identi-
fication or any other official purpose; and

‘(B) uses a unique design or color indicator to
alert Federal agency and other law enforcement
personnel that it may not be accepted for any such
purpose.

‘(12) Provide electronic access to all other States
to information contained in the motor vehicle data-
base of the State.

‘4(13) Maintain a State motor vehicle database that
contains, at a minimum—

‘““(A) all data fields printed on drivers’ licenses
and identification cards issued by the State; and

‘(B) motor vehicle drivers’ histories, including
motor vehicle violations, suspensions, and points
on licenses.

“SEC. 203. TRAFFICKING IN AUTHENTICATION FEA-
TURES FOR USE IN FALSE IDENTIFICATION
DOCUMENTS.

‘‘(a) CRIMINAL PENALTY.—[Amended section 1028 of

Title 18, Crimes and Criminal Procedure.]

“(b) USE OF FALSE DRIVER’S LICENSE AT AIRPORTS.—

‘(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall enter, into
the appropriate aviation security screening database,
appropriate information regarding any person con-
victed of using a false driver’s license at an airport
(as such term is defined in section 40102 of title 49,
United States Code).

‘“(2) FALSE DEFINED.—In this subsection, the term
‘false’ has the same meaning such term has under
section 1028(d) of title 18, United States Code.

“SEC. 204. GRANTS TO STATES.

‘‘(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may make grants to

a State to assist the State in conforming to the mini-

mum standards set forth in this title.
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“(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There are
authorized to be appropriated to the Secretary for each
of the fiscal years 2005 through 2009 such sums as may
be necessary to carry out this title.

“SEC. 205. AUTHORITY.

“‘(a) PARTICIPATION OF SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION
AND STATES.—AIll authority to issue regulations, set
standards, and issue grants under this title shall be
carried out by the Secretary, in consultation with the
Secretary of Transportation and the States.

‘“(b) EXTENSIONS OF DEADLINES.—The Secretary may
grant to a State an extension of time to meet the re-
quirements of section 202(a)(1) if the State provides
adequate justification for noncompliance.

‘“SEC. 206. REPEAL.
‘“‘[Repealed section 7212 of Pub. L. 108-458, set out
below.]

“SEC. 207. LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUC-
TION.

‘““Nothing in this title shall be construed to affect the
authorities or responsibilities of the Secretary of
Transportation or the States under chapter 303 of title
49, United States Code.”

Pub. L. 108-458, title VII, §7212, Dec. 17, 2004, 118 Stat.
3827, which prohibited acceptance by a Federal agency,
for any official purpose, of a driver’s license or personal
identification card issued by a State more than 2 years
after the promulgation of minimum standards unless
the driver’s license or personal identification card con-
formed to such minimum standards, and directed the
Secretary of Transportation, in consultation with the
Secretary of Homeland Security, to establish such
standards not later than 18 months after Dec. 17, 2004,
was repealed by Pub. L. 109-13, div. B, title II, § 206, May
11, 2005, 119 Stat. 316.

EVALUATION AND ASSESSMENT OF ALTERNATIVES

Pub. L. 105-178, title II, §2006(c), June 9, 1998, 112 Stat.
336, provided that:

‘(1) EVALUATION.—The Secretary shall evaluate the
implementation of chapter 303 of title 49, United States
Code, and the programs under sections 31106 and 31309
of such title and identify alternatives to improve the
ability of the States to exchange information about un-
safe drivers and to identify drivers with multiple 1li-
censes.

‘“(2) TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT.—The Secretary, in
conjunction with the American Association of Motor
Vehicle Administrators, shall conduct an assessment of
available electronic technologies to improve access to
and exchange of motor vehicle driving records. The as-
sessment may consider alternative unique motor vehi-
cle driver identifiers that would facilitate accurate
matching of drivers and their records.

‘“(3) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 2 years
after the date of enactment of this Act [June 9, 1998],
the Secretary shall transmit to Congress a report on
the results of the evaluation and technology assess-
ment, together with any recommendations for appro-
priate administrative and legislative actions.

‘‘(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—There is au-
thorized to be appropriated to carry out paragraph (2)
$250,000 in the aggregate for fiscal years beginning after
September 30, 1998.”’

§30302. National Driver Register

(a) ESTABLISHMENT AND CONTENTS.—The Sec-
retary of Transportation shall establish as soon
as practicable and maintain a National Driver
Register to assist chief driver licensing officials
of participating States in exchanging informa-
tion about the motor vehicle driving records of
individuals. The Register shall contain an index
of the information reported to the Secretary
under section 30304 of this title. The Register
shall enable the Secretary (electronically or,



Page 573

until all States can participate electronically,
by United States mail)—

(1) to receive information submitted under
section 30304 of this title by the chief driver li-
censing official of a State of record,;

(2) to receive a request for information made
by the chief driver licensing official of a par-
ticipating State under section 30305 of this
title;

(3) to refer the request to the chief driver li-
censing official of a State of record; and

(4) in response to the request, to relay infor-
mation provided by a chief driver licensing of-
ficial of a State of record to the chief driver li-
censing official of a participating State, with-
out interception of the information.

(b) ACCURACY OF INFORMATION.—The Secretary
is not responsible for the accuracy of informa-
tion relayed to the chief driver licensing official
of a participating State. However, the Secretary
shall maintain the Register in a way that en-
sures against inadvertent alteration of informa-
tion during a relay.

(¢) TRANSITION FROM PRIOR REGISTER.—(1) The
Secretary shall provide by regulation for the or-
derly transition from the register maintained
under the Act of July 14, 1960 (Public Law 86-660,
74 Stat. 526), as restated by section 401 of the Na-
tional Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of
1966 (Public Law 89-563, 80 Stat. 730), to the Reg-
ister maintained under this chapter.

(2)(A) The Secretary shall delete from the Reg-
ister a report or information that was compiled
under the Act of July 14, 1960 (Public Law 86-660,
74 Stat. 526), as restated by section 401 of the Na-
tional Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety Act of
1966 (Public Law 89-563, 80 Stat. 730), and trans-
ferred to the Register, after the earlier of—

(i) the date the State of record removes it
from the State’s file;

(ii) 7 years after the date the report or infor-
mation is entered in the Register; or

(iii) the date a fully electronic Register sys-
tem is established.

(B) The report or information shall be disposed
of under chapter 33 of title 44.

(3) If the chief driver licensing official of a
participating State finds that information pro-
vided for inclusion in the Register is erroneous
or is related to a conviction of a traffic offense
that subsequently is reversed, the official imme-
diately shall notify the Secretary. The Sec-
retary shall provide for the immediate deletion
of the information from the Register.

(d) ASSIGNMENT OF PERSONNEL.—In carrying
out this chapter, the Secretary shall assign per-
sonnel necessary to ensure the effective oper-
ation of the Register.

(e) TRANSFER OF SELECTED FUNCTIONS TO NON-
FEDERAL MANAGEMENT.—

(1) AGREEMENT.—The Secretary may enter
into an agreement with an organization that
represents the interests of the States to man-
age, administer, and operate the National
Driver Register’s computer timeshare and user
assistance functions. If the Secretary decides
to enter into such an agreement, the Sec-
retary shall ensure that the management of
these functions is compatible with this chap-
ter and the regulations issued to implement
this chapter.
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(2) REQUIRED DEMONSTRATION.—Any transfer
of the National Driver Register’s computer
timeshare and user assistance functions to an
organization that represents the interests of
the States shall begin only after a determina-
tion is made by the Secretary that all States
are participating in the National Driver Reg-
ister’s ‘““Problem Driver Pointer System’’ (the
system used by the Register to effect the ex-
change of motor vehicle driving records) and
that the system is functioning properly.

(3) TRANSITION PERIOD.—Any agreement en-
tered into under this subsection shall include
a provision for a transition period sufficient to
allow the States to make the budgetary and
legislative changes the States may need to
pay fees charged by the organization rep-
resenting their interests for their use of the
National Driver Register’s computer time-
share and user assistance functions. During
this transition period, the Secretary shall con-
tinue to fund these transferred functions.

(4) FEES.—The total of the fees charged by
the organization representing the interests of
the States in any fiscal year for the use of the
National Driver Register’s computer time-
share and user assistance functions shall not
exceed the total cost to the organization of
performing these functions in such fiscal year.

(6) LIMITATION ON STATUTORY CONSTRUC-
TION.—Nothing in this subsection may be con-
strued to diminish, limit, or otherwise affect
the authority of the Secretary to carry out
this chapter.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 973;
Pub. L. 105-178, title II, §2006(a), June 9, 1998, 112
Stat. 335.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

23:401 (note). Oct. 25, 1982, Pub. L. 97-364,

§203, 96 Stat. 1741.

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘“‘after
the date of enactment of this title [Oct. 25, 1982] are
omitted as obsolete.

In subsection (c)(1), the words ‘‘The Secretary shall
provide by regulation’ are substituted for ‘““The Sec-
retary shall, within eighteen months after the date of
enactment of this title [Oct. 25, 1982], promulgate a
final rule which provides’ to eliminate executed lan-
guage, for consistency in the revised title, and because
“rule” and ‘‘regulation’ are synonymous.

The text of section 203(e) of the National Driver Reg-
ister Act of 1982 (Public Law 97-364, 96 Stat. 1742) is
omitted as unnecessary because of 49:322(a).

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Act of July 14, 1960, referred to in subsec. (c)(1),
(2)(A), is set out below.

AMENDMENTS
1998—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 105-178 added subsec. (e).

REGISTER OF REVOCATIONS OF MOTOR VEHICLE
OPERATOR’S LICENSES

Pub. L. 86-660, July 14, 1960, 74 Stat. 526, as amended
by Pub. L. 87-359, Oct. 4, 1961, 756 Stat. 779; Pub. L.
89-563, title IV, §401, Sept. 9, 1966, 80 Stat. 730, provided:
‘““That the Secretary of Commerce shall establish and
maintain a register identifying each individual re-
ported to him by a State, or political subdivision there-
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of, as an individual with respect to whom such State or
political subdivision has denied, terminated, or tempo-
rarily withdrawn (except a withdrawal for less than six
months based on a series of nonmoving violations) an
individual’s license or privilege to operate a motor ve-
hicle.

“SEC. 2. Only at the request of a State, a political
subdivision thereof, or a Federal department or agency,
shall the Secretary furnish information contained in
the register established under the first section of this
Act, and such information shall be furnished only to
the requesting party and only with respect to an indi-
vidual applicant for a motor vehicle operator’s license
or permit.

‘“SEC. 3. As used in this Act, the term ‘State’ includes
each of the several States, the Commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, the District of Columbia, Guam, the Virgin Is-
lands, the Canal Zone, and American Samoa.”

§30303. State participation

(a) NOTIFICATION.—A State may become a par-
ticipating State under this chapter by notifying
the Secretary of Transportation of its intention
to be bound by section 30304 of this title.

(b) WITHDRAWAL.—A participating State may
end its status as a participating State by notify-
ing the Secretary of its withdrawal from partici-
pation in the National Driver Register.

(c) FORM AND WAY OF NOTIFICATION.—Notifica-
tion by a State under this section shall be made
in the form and way the Secretary prescribes by
regulation.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 974.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

23:401 (note). Oct. 25, 1982, Pub. L. 97-364,

§204, 96 Stat. 1742.

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘in the form and way”’
are substituted for ‘‘in such form, and according to
such procedures’ to eliminate unnecessary words.

§30304. Reports by chief driver licensing officials

(a) INDIVIDUALS COVERED.—AS soon as prac-
ticable, the chief driver licensing official of each
participating State shall submit to the Sec-
retary of Transportation a report containing the
information specified by subsection (b) of this
section for each individual—

(1) who is denied a motor vehicle operator’s
license by that State for cause;

(2) whose motor vehicle operator’s license is
revoked, suspended, or canceled by that State
for cause; or

(3) who is convicted under the laws of that
State of any of the following motor vehicle-re-
lated offenses or comparable offenses:

(A) operating a motor vehicle while under
the influence of, or impaired by, alcohol or a
controlled substance.

(B) a traffic violation arising in connec-
tion with a fatal traffic accident, reckless
driving, or racing on the highways.

(C) failing to give aid or provide identifica-
tion when involved in an accident resulting
in death or personal injury.

(D) perjury or knowingly making a false
affidavit or statement to officials about ac-
tivities governed by a law or regulation on
the operation of a motor vehicle.
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(b) CONTENTS.—(1) Except as provided in para-
graph (2) of this subsection, a report under sub-
section (a) of this section shall contain—

(A) the individual’s legal name, date of
birth, sex, and, at the Secretary’s discretion,
height, weight, and eye and hair color;

(B) the name of the State providing the in-
formation; and

(C) the social security account number if
used by the State for driver record or motor
vehicle license purposes, and the motor vehi-
cle operator’s license number if different from
the social security account number.

(2) A report under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion about an event that occurs during the 2-
year period before the State becomes a partici-
pating State is sufficient if the report contains
all of the information that is available to the
chief driver licensing official when the State be-
comes a participating State.

(¢c) TIME FOR FILING.—If a report under sub-
section (a) of this section is about an event that
occurs—

(1) during the 2-year period before the State
becomes a participating State, the report shall
be submitted not later than 6 months after the
State becomes a participating State; or

(2) after the State becomes a participating
State, the report shall be submitted not later
than 31 days after the motor vehicle depart-
ment of the State receives any information
specified in subsection (b)(1) of this section
that is the subject of the report.

(d) EVENTS OCCURRING BEFORE PARTICIPA-
TION.—This section does not require a State to
report information about an event that occurs
before the 2-year period before the State be-
comes a participating State.

(e) DRIVER RECORD INQUIRY.—Before issuing a
motor vehicle operator’s license to an individual
or renewing such a license, a State shall request
from the Secretary information from the Na-
tional Driver Register under section 30302 and
the commercial driver’s license information sys-
tem under section 31309 on the individual’s driv-
ing record.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 975;
Pub. L. 106-159, title II, §204, Dec. 9, 1999, 113
Stat. 1762.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gggfisgg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30304 .......... 23:401 (note). Oct. 25, 1982, Pub. L. 97-364,
§205, 96 Stat. 1742.

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the words ‘‘after
the date of enactment of this title [Oct. 25, 1982] are
omitted as obsolete.

In subsection (b)(1)(A), the words ‘‘(including day,
month, and year)’’ are omitted as surplus.

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘“A report under sub-
section (a) of this section’ are substituted for ‘‘any re-
port concerning an occurrence specified in subsection
(a)(1), (2), or (3) of this section’ to eliminate unneces-
sary words.

In subsection (c), before clause (1), the words ‘‘re-
quired to be transmitted by a chief driver licensing of-
ficial of a State’” are omitted as surplus. In clause (1),
the words ‘‘specified in subsection (a)(1), (2), or (3) of
this section’ are omitted as surplus. In clause (2), the
words ‘‘the motor vehicle department of the State re-
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ceives any information specified in subsection (b)(1) of
this section that is the subject of the report’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘receipt by a State motor vehicle depart-
ment of any information specified in subsection (b)(1),
(2), or (3) of this section which is the subject of such re-
port’’ because of the restatement.

AMENDMENTS
1999—Subsec. (e). Pub. L. 106-159 added subsec. (e).

§30305. Access to Register information

(a) REFERRALS OF INFORMATION REQUESTS.—(1)
To carry out duties related to driver licensing,
driver improvement, or transportation safety,
the chief driver licensing official of a participat-
ing State may request the Secretary of Trans-
portation to refer, electronically or by United
States mail, a request for information about the
motor vehicle driving record of an individual to
the chief driver licensing official of a State of
record.

(2) The Secretary of Transportation shall
relay, electronically or by United States mail,
information received from the chief driver 1li-
censing official of a State of record in response
to a request under paragraph (1) of this sub-
section to the chief driver licensing official of
the participating State requesting the informa-
tion. However, the Secretary may refuse to
relay information to the chief driver licensing
official of a participating State that does not
comply with section 30304 of this title.

(b) REQUESTS T0 OBTAIN INFORMATION.—(1) The
Chairman of the National Transportation Safety
Board and the Administrator of the Federal
Highway Administration may request the chief
driver licensing official of a State to obtain in-
formation under subsection (a) of this section
about an individual who is the subject of an ac-
cident investigation conducted by the Board or
the Administrator. The Chairman and the Ad-
ministrator may receive the information.

(2) An individual who is employed, or is seek-
ing employment, as a driver of a motor vehicle
may request the chief driver licensing official of
the State in which the individual is employed or
seeks employment to provide information about
the individual under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion to the individual’s employer or prospective
employer. An employer or prospective employer
may receive the information and shall make the
information available to the individual. Infor-
mation may not be obtained from the National
Driver Register under this paragraph if the in-
formation was entered in the Register more
than 3 years before the request, unless the infor-
mation is about a revocation or suspension still
in effect on the date of the request.

(3) An individual who has received, or is apply-
ing for, an airman’s certificate may request the
chief driver licensing official of a State to pro-
vide information about the individual under sub-
section (a) of this section to the Administrator
of the Federal Aviation Administration. The Ad-
ministrator may receive the information and
shall make the information available to the in-
dividual for review and written comment. The
Administrator may use the information to ver-
ify information required to be reported to the
Administrator by an airman applying for an air-
man medical certificate and to evaluate whether
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the airman meets the minimum standards pre-
scribed by the Administrator to be issued an air-
man medical certificate. The Administrator
may not otherwise divulge or use the informa-
tion. Information may not be obtained from the
Register under this paragraph if the information
was entered in the Register more than 3 years
before the request, unless the information is
about a revocation or suspension still in effect
on the date of the request.

(4) An individual who is employed, or is seek-
ing employment, by a rail carrier as an operator
of a locomotive may request the chief driver li-
censing official of a State to provide informa-
tion about the individual under subsection (a) of
this section to the individual’s employer or pro-
spective employer or to the Secretary of Trans-
portation. Information may not be obtained
from the Register under this paragraph if the in-
formation was entered in the Register more
than 3 years before the request, unless the infor-
mation is about a revocation or suspension still
in effect on the date of the request.

(5) An individual who holds, or is applying for,
a license or certificate of registry under section
7101 of title 46, or a merchant mariner’s docu-
ment under section 7302 of title 46, may request
the chief driver licensing official of a State to
provide information about the individual under
subsection (a) of this section to the Secretary of
the department in which the Coast Guard is op-
erating. The Secretary may receive the informa-
tion and shall make the information available
to the individual for review and written com-
ment before denying, suspending, or revoking
the license, certificate, or document of the indi-
vidual based on the information and before
using the information in an action taken under
chapter 77 of title 46. The Secretary may not
otherwise divulge or use the information, except
for purposes of section 7101, 7302, or 7703 of title
46. Information may not be obtained from the
Register under this paragraph if the information
was entered in the Register more than 3 years
before the request, unless the information is
about a revocation or suspension still in effect
on the date of the request.

(6) The head of a Federal department or agen-
cy that issues motor vehicle operator’s licenses
may request the chief driver licensing official of
a State to obtain information under subsection
(a) of this section about an individual applicant
for a motor vehicle operator’s license from such
department or agency. The department or agen-
cy may receive the information, provided it
transmits to the Secretary a report regarding
any individual who is denied a motor vehicle op-
erator’s license by that department or agency
for cause; whose motor vehicle operator’s li-
cense is revoked, suspended, or canceled by that
department or agency for cause; or about whom
the department or agency has been notified of a
conviction of any of the motor vehicle-related
offenses or comparable offenses listed in section
30304(a)(3) and over whom the department or
agency has licensing authority. The report shall
contain the information specified in section
30304(b).

(7) An individual who is an officer, chief war-
rant officer, or enlisted member of the Coast
Guard or Coast Guard Reserve (including a cadet
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or an applicant for appointment or enlistment of
any of the foregoing and any member of a uni-
formed service who is assigned to the Coast
Guard) may request the chief driver licensing of-
ficial of a State to provide information about
the individual under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion to the Commandant of the Coast Guard.
The Commandant may receive the information
and shall make the information available to the
individual. Information may not be obtained
from the Register under this paragraph if the in-
formation was entered in the Register more
than 3 years before the request, unless the infor-
mation is about a revocation or suspension still
in effect on the date of the request.

(8) An individual who is seeking employment
by an air carrier as a pilot may request the chief
driver licensing official of a State to provide in-
formation about the individual under subsection
(a) of this section to the prospective employer of
the individual or to the Secretary of Transpor-
tation. Information may not be obtained from
the National Driver Register under this sub-
section if the information was entered in the
Register more than 5 years before the request
unless the information is about a revocation or
suspension still in effect on the date of the re-
quest.

(9) An individual who has or is seeking access
to national security information for purposes of
Executive Order No. 12968, or any successor Ex-
ecutive order, or an individual who is being in-
vestigated for Federal employment under au-
thority of Executive Order No. 10450, or any suc-
cessor Executive order, may request the chief
driver licensing official of a State to provide in-
formation about the individual pursuant to sub-
section (a) of this section to a Federal depart-
ment or agency that is authorized to investigate
the individual for the purpose of assisting in the
determination of the eligibility of the individual
for access to national security information or
for Federal employment in a position requiring
access to national security information. A Fed-
eral department or agency that receives infor-
mation about an individual under the preceding
sentence may use such information only for pur-
poses of the authorized investigation and only in
accordance with applicable law.

(10) A request under this subsection shall be
made in the form and way the Secretary of
Transportation prescribes by regulation.

(11) An individual may request the chief driver
licensing official of a State to obtain informa-
tion about the individual under subsection (a) of
this section—

(A) to learn whether information about the
individual is being provided;

(B) to verify the accuracy of the informa-
tion; or

(C) to obtain a certified copy of the informa-
tion.

(12) The head of a Federal department or agen-
cy authorized to receive information regarding
an individual from the Register under this sec-
tion may request and receive such information
from the Secretary.

(c) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—A request
for, or receipt of, information from the Register
is subject to sections 552 and 552a of title 5, and
other applicable laws of the United States or a
State, except that—
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(1) the Secretary of Transportation may not
relay or otherwise provide information speci-
fied in section 30304(b)(1)(A) or (C) of this title
to a person not authorized by this section to
receive the information;

(2) a request for, or receipt of, information
by a chief driver licensing official, or by a per-
son authorized by subsection (b) of this section
to request and receive the information, is
deemed to be a routine use under section
552a(b) of title b; and

(3) receipt of information by a person au-
thorized by this section to receive the infor-
mation is deemed to be a disclosure under sec-
tion 562a(c) of title 5, except that the Sec-
retary of Transportation is not required to re-
tain the accounting made under section
5b2a(c)(1) for more than 7 years after the dis-
closure.

(d) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION PROVIDED
UNDER PRIOR LAW.—Information provided by a
State under the Act of July 14, 1960 (Public Law
86-660, 74 Stat. 526), as restated by section 401 of
the National Traffic and Motor Vehicle Safety
Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-563, 80 Stat. 730), and
under this chapter, shall be available under this
section during the transition from the register
maintained under that Act to the Register
maintained under this chapter.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 976;
Pub. L. 104-264, title V, §502(b), Oct. 9, 1996, 110
Stat. 3262; Pub. L. 104-324, title II, §207(b), Oct.
19, 1996, 110 Stat. 3908; Pub. L. 105-102, §2(18),
Nov. 20, 1997, 111 Stat. 2205; Pub. L. 105-178, title
II, §2006(b), June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 335; Pub. L.
108-375, div. A, title X, §1061, Oct. 28, 2004, 118
Stat. 2056.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
PuB. L. 103-272

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

23:401 (note). Oct. 25, 1982, Pub. L. 97-364,
§206, 96 Stat. 1743; Dec. 30,
1987, Pub. L. 100-223, §305,
101 Stat. 15625; June 22,
1988, Pub. L. 100-342, §4(b),
102 Stat. 626; Aug. 18, 1990,
Pub. L. 101-380, §4105(a),
104 Stat. 512.

In subsection (a)(1), the words ‘‘on and after the date
of enactment of this title [Oct. 25, 1982]”’ are omitted as
obsolete.

In subsection (b)(1), the word ‘‘Administrator’ is sub-
stituted for ‘‘Bureau of Motor Carrier Safety’’ for con-
sistency.

Subsection (d) is substituted for the last 2 sentences
(added twice by mistake) in paragraphs (1) and (2) and
for the last sentence in paragraphs (3), (4), and (7)(C) of
section 206(b) of the National Driver Register Act of
1982 (Public Law 97-364, 96 Stat. 1744) for clarity and to
avoid repeating the provision unnecessarily.

PUB. L. 105-102, §2(18)(A)

This amends 49:30305(b)(8), as redesignated by section
207(b) of the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 1996
(Public Law 104-324, 110 Stat. 3908), to correct an erro-
neous cross-reference.

PUB. L. 105-102, §2(18)(B)

This amends 49:30305(b) to redesignate paragraph (8),
as redesignated by section 502(b)(1) of the Federal Avia-
tion Reauthorization Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-264,
110 Stat. 3262), as paragraph (9), because section 207(b)
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of the Coast Guard Authorization Act of 1996 (Public
Law 104-324, 110 Stat. 3908), redesignated paragraph (7)
as paragraph (8) but did not redesignate paragraph (8)
as paragraph (9).

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Executive Order No. 12968, referred to in subsec.
(b)(9), is set out as a note under section 435 of Title 50,
War and National Defense.

Executive Order No. 10450, referred to in subsec.
(b)(9), is set out as a note under section 7311 of Title 5,
Government Organization and Employees.

Act of July 14, 1960, referred to in subsec. (d), is set
out as a note under section 30302 of this title.

AMENDMENTS

2004—Subsec. (b)(9) to (12). Pub. L. 108-375 added par.
(9) and redesignated former pars. (9) to (11) as (10) to
(12), respectively.

1998—Subsec. (b)(2). Pub. L. 105-178, §2006(b)(1)(A), in-
serted before period at end ‘‘, unless the information is
about a revocation or suspension still in effect on the
date of the request’.

Subsec. (b)(6). Pub. L. 105-178, §2006(b)(2)(B), added
par. (6). Former par. (6) redesignated (10).

Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 105-178, §2006(b)(1)(C), directed
amendment identical to that made by Pub. L. 105-102,
§2(18)(B). See 1997 Amendment note below.

Pub. L. 105-178, §2006(b)(1)(B)(ii), realigned margins.

Pub. L. 105-178, §2006(b)(1)(B)(i), directed amendment
identical to that made by Pub. L. 105-102, §2(18)(A). See
1997 Amendment note below.

Subsec. (b)(9). Pub. L. 105-178, §2006(b)(1)(C), directed
amendment identical to that made by Pub. L. 105-102,
§2(18)(B). See 1997 Amendment note below.

Subsec. (b)(10). Pub. L. 105-178, §2006(b)(2)(A), redesig-
nated par. (6) as (10) and transferred it to appear after
par. (9).

Subsec. (b)(11). Pub. L. 105-178, §2006(b)(2)(C), added
par. (11).

1997—Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 105-102, §2(18)(B), redesig-
nated par. (8), relating to request, as (9).

Pub. L. 105-102, §2(18)(A), in par. (8), relating to indi-
vidual seeking employment as pilot, substituted ‘‘sub-
section (a) of this section” for ‘‘paragraph (2).

Subsec. (b)(9). Pub. L. 105-102, §2(18)(B), redesignated
par. (8), relating to request, as (9).

1996—Subsec. (b)(7). Pub. L. 104-324, §207(b), added
par. (7). Former par. (7), relating to individual seeking
employment as pilot, redesignated (8).

Pub. L. 104-264, §502(b), added par. (7). Former par. (7),
relating to request, redesignated (8).

Subsec. (b)(8). Pub. L. 104-324, §207(b), redesignated
par. (7), relating to individual seeking employment as
pilot, as (8).

Pub. L. 104-264, §502(b), redesignated par. (7), relating
to request, as (8).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1996 AMENDMENT

Except as otherwise specifically provided, amend-
ment by Pub. L. 104-264 applicable only to fiscal years
beginning after Sept. 30, 1996, and not to be construed
as affecting funds made available for a fiscal year end-
ing before Oct. 1, 1996, see section 3 of Pub. L. 104-264,
set out as a note under section 106 of this title.

Section 502(d) of Pub. L. 104264 provided that: ‘“The
amendments made by this section [amending this sec-
tion and sections 44936 and 46301 of this title] shall
apply to any air carrier hiring an individual as a pilot
whose application was first received by the carrier on
or after the 120th day following the date of the enact-
ment of this Act [Oct. 9, 1996].”

TRANSFER OF FUNCTIONS

For transfer of authorities, functions, personnel, and
assets of the Coast Guard, including the authorities
and functions of the Secretary of Transportation relat-
ing thereto, to the Department of Homeland Security,
and for treatment of related references, see sections
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468(b), 551(d), 552(d), and 557 of Title 6, Domestic Secu-
rity, and the Department of Homeland Security Reor-
ganization Plan of November 25, 2002, as modified, set
out as a note under section 542 of Title 6.

§30306. National Driver Register Advisory Com-
mittee

(a) ORGANIZATION.—There is a National Driver
Register Advisory Committee.
(b) DUTIES.—The Committee shall advise the
Secretary of Transportation on—
(1) the efficiency of the maintenance and op-
eration of the National Driver Register; and
(2) the effectiveness of the Register in assist-
ing States in exchanging information about
motor vehicle driving records.

(c) COMPOSITION AND APPOINTMENT.—The Com-
mittee is composed of 15 members appointed by
the Secretary as follows:

(1) 3 members appointed from among individ-
uals who are specially qualified to serve on the
Committee because of their education, train-
ing, or experience, and who are not officers or
employees of the United States Government or
a State.

(2) 3 members appointed from among groups
outside the Government that represent the in-
terests of bus and trucking organizations, en-
forcement officials, labor, or safety organiza-
tions.

(3) 9 members, geographically representative
of the participating States, appointed from
among individuals who are chief driver licens-
ing officials of participating States.

(d) TERMS.—(1) Except as provided in para-
graph (2) of this subsection, the term of each
member is 3 years.

(2) A vacancy on the Committee shall be filled
in the same way as an original appointment. A
member appointed to fill a vacancy serves for
the remainder of the term of that member’s
predecessor. After a member’s term ends, the
member may continue to serve until a successor
takes office.

(e) PAY AND EXPENSES.—Members of the Com-
mittee serve without pay. However, the Sec-
retary may reimburse a member for reasonable
travel expenses incurred by the member in at-
tending meetings of the Committee.

(f) MEETINGS, CHAIRMAN, VICE CHAIRMAN, AND
QUORUM.—(1) The Committee shall meet at least
once a year.

(2) The Committee shall elect a Chairman and
a Vice Chairman from among its members.

(3) Eight members are a quorum.

(4) The Committee shall meet at the call of
the Chairman or a majority of the members.

(g) PERSONNEL AND SERVICES.—The Secretary
may provide the Committee with personnel, pen-
alty mail privileges, and similar services the
Secretary considers necessary to assist the Com-
mittee in carrying out its duties and powers
under this section.

(h) REPORTS.—At least once a year, the Com-
mittee shall submit to the Secretary a report on
the matters specified in subsection (b) of this
section. The report shall include any recom-
mendations of the Committee for changes in the
Register.

(i) RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER LAWS.—The Com-
mittee is exempt from sections 10(e) and (f) and
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14 of the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5
App. U.S.C.).

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 978.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

gggggz Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30306 .......... 23:401 (note). Oct. 25, 1982, Pub. L. 97-364,
§209, 96 Stat. 1746.

In subsection (a), the word ‘‘hereby’ is omitted as
surplus.

In subsection (c), the text of section 209(c)(2) of the
National Driver Register Act of 1982 (Public Law 97-364,
96 Stat. 1746) is omitted as executed.

In subsection (g), the words ‘‘The Secretary may pro-
vide the Committee’ are substituted for ‘‘The Advisory
Committee may receive from the Secretary’ for clar-
ity.

In subsection (h), the cross-reference is used to avoid
repeating the same language twice in this section.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Sections 10 and 14 of the Federal Advisory Committee
Act, referred to in subsec. (i), are sections 10 and 14 of
Pub. L. 92-463, which are set out in the Appendix to
Title 5, Government Organization and Employees.

§30307. Criminal penalties

(a) GENERAL PENALTY.—A person (except an
individual described in section 30305(b)(6)! of
this title) shall be fined under title 18, impris-
oned for not more than one year, or both, if—

(1) the person receives under section 30305 of
this title information specified in section
30304(b)(1)(A) or (C) of this title;

(2) disclosure of the information is not au-
thorized by section 30305 of this title; and

(3) the person willfully discloses the infor-
mation knowing that disclosure is not author-
ized.

(b) INFORMATION PENALTY.—A person KkKnow-
ingly and willfully requesting, or under false
pretenses obtaining, information specified in
section 30304(b)(1)(A) or (C) of this title from a
person receiving the information under section
30305 of this title shall be fined under title 18,
imprisoned for not more than one year, or both.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 979.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised . .
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30307 .......... 23:401 (note). Oct. 25, 1982, Pub. L. 97-364,

§208, 96 Stat. 1746; Dec. 30,
1987, Pub. L. 100-223,
§305(b)(1), 101 Stat. 1526.

In this section, the words ‘‘fined under title 18 are
substituted for ‘‘fined not more than $10,000’ for con-
sistency with title 18.

In subsection (a), before clause (1), the reference to
“‘section 30305(b)(6) of this title’” is used to carry out
the probable intent of Congress. Section 305(b)(1) of the
Airport and Airway Safety and Capacity Expansion Act
of 1987 (Public Law 100-223, 101 Stat. 1526) amended sec-
tion 206(b) of the National Driver Register Act of 1982
(Public Law 97-364, 96 Stat. 1744) by ‘‘redesignating
paragraphs (3) and (4), and any reference thereto, as
paragraphs (4) and (5), respectively’’. Because the ref-
erence to ‘‘section 206(b)(4)”’ in section 208 of the Na-
tional Driver Register Act of 1982 appears to have been

1See References in Text note below.
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incorrect before that amendment, and would continue
to be incorrect if the reference is redesignated as re-
quired by the amendment, a reference to section
30305(b)(6) is used in this section to carry out the prob-
able intent of Congress.

REFERENCES IN TEXT

Section 30305(b) of this title, referred to in subsec. (a),
was amended by Pub. L. 105-178, title II, §2006(b)(2)(A),
(B), June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 336, which added a new par.
(6) and redesignated former par. (6) as (10).

§30308. Authorization of appropriations

(a) GENERAL.—The Secretary of Transpor-
tation shall make available from amounts made
available to carry out section 402 of title 23
$4,000,000 for each of the fiscal years ending Sep-
tember 30, 1993, and September 30, 1994, $2,550,000
for each of fiscal years 1995, 1996, and 1997, and
$1,855,000 for the period of October 1, 1997,
through March 31, 1998, to carry out this chap-
ter.

(b) AVAILABILITY OF AMOUNTS.—Amounts au-
thorized under this section remain available
until expended.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 979;
Pub. L. 103-331, title III, §343, Sept. 30, 1994, 108
Stat. 2496; Pub. L. 103-429, §6(25), Oct. 31, 1994,
108 Stat. 4380; Pub. L. 104-59, title III, §343, Nov.
28, 1995, 109 Stat. 610; Pub. L. 104-287, §5(59), Oct.
11, 1996, 110 Stat. 3394; Pub. L. 105-18, title II,
§8004, June 12, 1997, 111 Stat. 195; Pub. L. 105-130,
§6(c), Dec. 1, 1997, 111 Stat. 2559.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES
PUB. L. 103-272

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30308 .......... 23:401 (note). Oct. 25, 1982, Pub. L. 97-364,

§211, 96 Stat. 1747; Dec. 18,
1991, Pub. L. 102-240, §2007,
105 Stat. 2080.

In subsection (a), the text of section 211(a) of the Na-
tional Driver Register Act of 1982 (Public Law 97-364, 96
Stat. 1747) is omitted as executed. The words ‘‘and the
provisions of Public Law 86-660 (74 Stat. 526)’ and ref-
erences to fiscal years 1983-1987 and 1992 are omitted as
obsolete. The word ‘‘section’ in the source provision is
translated as if it were ‘‘title”’ to reflect the apparent
intent of Congress.

PuB. L. 103-429

This amends 49:30308(b) to correct an error in the
codification enacted by section 1 of the Act of July 5,
1994 (Public Law 103-272, 108 Stat. 979).

PuB. L. 104-287
This amends 49:30308 to correct a grammatical error.
AMENDMENTS

1997—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105-130 substituted 1994,”
for ‘1994, and” and inserted ‘‘and $1,855,000 for the pe-
riod of October 1, 1997, through March 31, 1998,” after
41997,

Pub. L. 105-18 substituted ‘‘, 1996, and 1997 for ‘‘and
1996”°.

1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-287 inserted a comma
after ‘“‘September 30, 1994,

1995—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-59 substituted ‘‘and
$2,550,000 for each of fiscal years 1995 and 1996’ for ‘‘and
$2,550,000 for fiscal year 1995,

1994—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 103-331 inserted
$2,550,000 for fiscal year 1995°° after <°1994”°.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 103-429 substituted ‘‘authorized”
for ‘‘appropriated’.

“and
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EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1994 AMENDMENT

Amendment by Pub. L. 103-429 effective July 5, 1994,
see section 9 of Pub. L. 103-429, set out as a note under
section 321 of this title.

CHAPTER 305—NATIONAL MOTOR VEHICLE
TITLE INFORMATION SYSTEM

Sec.

30501. Definitions.

30502. National Motor Vehicle Title Information
System.

30503. State participation.

30504. Reporting requirements.

30505. Penalties and enforcement.

AMENDMENTS

1997—Pub. L. 105-102, §3(b), Nov. 20, 1997, 111 Stat.
2215, amended directory language of Pub. L. 104-152. See
1996 Amendment note below.

1996—Pub. L. 104-152, §2(c), July 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 1384,
as amended by Pub. L. 105-102, §3(b), Nov. 20, 1997, 111
Stat. 2215, substituted ‘‘National Motor Vehicle Title
Information System’ for ‘‘National Automobile Title
Information System’ in chapter heading and in item
30502.

§30501. Definitions

In this chapter—

(1) ‘“‘automobile’” has the same meaning
given that term in section 32901(a) of this
title.

(2) ‘“‘certificate of title’” means a document
issued by a State showing ownership of an
automobile.

(3) ‘““‘insurance carrier’” means an individual
or entity engaged in the business of underwrit-
ing automobile insurance.

(4) ““‘junk automobile’” means an automobile
that—

(A) is incapable of operating on public
streets, roads, and highways; and

(B) has no value except as a source of parts
or scrap.

(5) “‘junk yard” means an individual or en-
tity engaged in the business of acquiring or
owning junk automobiles for—

(A) resale in their entirety or as spare
parts; or
(B) rebuilding, restoration, or crushing.

(6) ‘“‘operator’” means the individual or en-
tity authorized or designated as the operator
of the National Motor Vehicle Title Informa-
tion System under section 30502(b) of this
title, or the Attorney General, if there is no
authorized or designated individual or entity.

(7) ‘‘salvage automobile’” means an auto-
mobile that is damaged by collision, fire,
flood, accident, trespass, or other event, to the
extent that its fair salvage value plus the cost
of repairing the automobile for legal operation
on public streets, roads, and highways would
be more than the fair market value of the
automobile immediately before the event that
caused the damage.

(8) ‘“‘salvage yard’ means an individual or
entity engaged in the business of acquiring or
owning salvage automobiles for—

(A) resale in their entirety or as spare
parts; or
(B) rebuilding, restoration, or crushing.

(9) ‘““State” means a State of the United
States or the District of Columbia.
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(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 979;
Pub. L. 104-152, §§2(c), 3(a), July 2, 1996, 110 Stat.
1384; Pub. L. 105-102, §3(b), Nov. 20, 1997, 111 Stat.
2215.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised

Section Source (U.S. Code)

Source (Statutes at Large)

15:2041. Oct. 25, 1992, Pub. L. 102-519,

§201, 106 Stat. 3389.

In subsection (a)(2), the word ‘‘showing’ is sub-
stituted for ‘‘evidencing” to use a more commonly un-
derstood term.

In subsection (a)(3), (5), and (8), the words ‘‘individual
or entity’’ are substituted for ‘‘individual, corporation,
or other entity’’ for clarity and consistency in the re-
vised title and with other titles of the United States
Code.

In subsection (a)(4) and (7), the words ‘‘public streets,
roads, and highways” are substituted for ‘‘roads or
highways” for clarity and consistency in the revised
title.

In subsection (a)(6), the words ‘‘National Automobile
Title Information System” are substituted for ‘‘infor-
mation system” for clarity. The words ‘‘no authorized
or designated individual or entity’’ are substituted for
‘‘no such individual or entity is authorized’’ for clarity

In subsection (a)(7), the word ‘‘event’ is substituted
for ‘‘occurrence’ for clarity and consistency.

The text of 15:2041(9) is omitted because the complete
title of the Secretary of Transportation is used the
first time the term appears in a section.

AMENDMENTS

1997—Par. (6). Pub. L. 105-102 amended directory lan-
guage of Pub. L. 104-152, §2(c). See 1996 Amendment
note below.

1996—Par. (6). Pub. L. 104-152, §3(a), substituted ‘“At-
torney General’’ for ‘‘Secretary of Transportation’.

Pub. L. 104-152, §2(c), as amended by Pub. L. 105-102,
§3(b), substituted ‘“National Motor Vehicle Title Infor-
mation System” for ‘‘National Automobile Title Infor-
mation System’’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 105-102, §3(b), Nov. 20, 1997, 111 Stat. 2215, pro-
vided that the amendment made by section 3(b) is effec-
tive July 2, 1996.

Amendment by Pub. L. 105-102 effective as if included
in the provisions of the Act to which the amendment
relates, see section 3(f) of Pub. L. 105-102, set out as a
note under section 106 of this title.

§ 30502. National Motor Vehicle Title Information
System

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OR DESIGNATION.—(1) In co-
operation with the States and not later than De-
cember 31, 1997, the Attorney General shall es-
tablish a National Motor Vehicle Title Informa-
tion System that will provide individuals and
entities referred to in subsection (e) of this sec-
tion with instant and reliable access to informa-
tion maintained by the States related to auto-
mobile titling described in subsection (d) of this
section. However, if the Attorney General de-
cides that the existing information system
meets the requirements of subsections (d) and
(e) of this section and will permit the Attorney
General to carry out this chapter as early as
possible, the Attorney General, in consultation
with the Secretary of Transportation, may des-
ignate an existing information system as the
National Motor Vehicle Title Information Sys-
tem.
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(2) In cooperation with the Secretary of Trans-
portation and the States, the Attorney General
shall ascertain the extent to which title and re-
lated information to be included in the system
established under paragraph (1) of this sub-
section will be adequate, timely, reliable, uni-
form, and capable of assisting in efforts to pre-
vent the introduction or reintroduction of sto-
len vehicles and parts into interstate commerce.

(b) OPERATION.—The Attorney General may
authorize the operation of the System estab-
lished or designated under subsection (a)(1) of
this section by agreement with one or more
States, or by designating, after consulting with
the States, a third party that represents the in-
terests of the States.

(¢c) USER FEES.—Operation of the System es-
tablished or designated under subsection (a)(1)
of this section shall be paid for by user fees and
should be self-sufficient and not be dependent on
amounts from the United States Government.
The amount of fees the operator collects and
keeps under this subsection subject to annual
appropriation laws, excluding fees the operator
collects and pays to an entity providing infor-
mation to the operator, may be not more than
the costs of operating the System.

(d) INFORMATION REQUIREMENTS.—The System
established or designated under subsection (a)(1)
of this section shall permit a user of the System
at least to establish instantly and reliably—

(1) the validity and status of a document
purporting to be a certificate of title;

(2) whether an automobile bearing a known
vehicle identification number is titled in a
particular State;

(3) whether an automobile known to be ti-
tled in a particular State is or has been a junk
automobile or a salvage automobile;

(4) for an automobile known to be titled in a
particular State, the odometer mileage disclo-
sure required under section 32705 of this title
for that automobile on the date the certificate
of title for that automobile was issued and any
later mileage information, if noted by the
State; and

(6) whether an automobile bearing a known
vehicle identification number has been re-
ported as a junk automobile or a salvage auto-
mobile under section 30504 of this title.

(e) AVAILABILITY OF INFORMATION.—(1) The op-
erator shall make available—

(A) to a participating State on request of
that State, information in the System about
any automobile;

(B) to a Government, State, or local law en-
forcement official on request of that official,
information in the System about a particular
automobile, junk yard, or salvage yard;

(C) to a prospective purchaser of an auto-
mobile on request of that purchaser, including
an auction company or entity engaged in the
business of purchasing used automobiles, in-
formation in the System about that auto-
mobile; and

(D) to a prospective or current insurer of an
automobile on request of that insurer, infor-
mation in the System about that automobile.

(2) The operator may release only the informa-
tion reasonably necessary to satisfy the require-
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ments of paragraph (1) of this subsection. The
operator may not collect an individual’s social
security account number or permit users of the
System to obtain an individual’s address or so-
cial security account number.

(f) IMMUNITY.—Any person performing any ac-
tivity under this section or sections 30503 or
30504 in good faith and with the reasonable belief
that such activity was in accordance with this
section or section 30503 or 30504, as the case may
be, shall be immune from any civil action re-
specting such activity which is seeking money
damages or equitable relief in any court of the
United States or a State.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 980;
Pub. L. 104-152, §§2(a), (¢), 3, 4, July 2, 1996, 110
Stat. 1384; Pub. L. 105-102, §3(b), Nov. 20, 1997, 111
Stat. 2215.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

?gé)tlf;z Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30502(a) ...... 15:2042(a)(1). Oct. 25, 1992, Pub. L. 102-519,
§202, 106 Stat. 3390.
30502(b) 15:2042(a)(2).
30502(c) 15:2042(a)(3).
30502(d) 15:2042(b).
30502(e) ...... 15:2042(c).

In subsection (a)(1), the words ‘‘January 31, 1996 are
substituted for ‘“‘January 1996’ for clarity. The words
‘“‘National Automobile Title Information System’ are
substituted for ‘“National Motor Vehicle Title Informa-
tion System’ for clarity and consistency because the
defined term in the source provisions being restated is
“‘automobile”’. The words ‘‘individuals and entities re-
ferred to in subsection (e) of this section’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘States and others’, the words ‘‘informa-
tion maintained by the States related to automobile ti-
tling described in subsection (d) of this section’ are
substituted for ‘‘information maintained by other
States pertaining to the titling of automobiles’, and
the words ‘‘existing information system’ are sub-
stituted for ‘‘such system’’, for clarity.

In subsection (a)(2), the words ‘“‘In cooperation with”
are substituted for ‘‘working with” for clarity and con-
sistency in the revised title and with other titles of the
United States Code.

In subsection (b), the word ‘‘agreement’ is sub-
stituted for ‘‘contract through an agreement’ to elimi-
nate unnecessary words. The word ‘‘designating” is
substituted for ‘‘redesignating’’ for clarity.

In subsection (c), the words ‘‘user fees’” are sub-
stituted for ‘‘a system of user fees’’ to eliminate unnec-
essary words. The words ‘‘amounts from the United
States Government” are substituted for ‘‘Federal
funds” for clarity and consistency in the revised titles
and with other titles of the Code. The word ‘“‘pays’’ are
substituted for ‘‘passed on’ for clarity. The word ‘‘en-
tity’”’ is substituted for ‘‘State or other entity” to
eliminate unnecessary words.

In subsection (d)(4), the words ‘‘the odometer mileage
disclosure required’” are substituted for ‘‘the odometer
reading information’, and the words ‘‘any later mile-
age information” are substituted for ‘‘any such later
odometer information’, for consistency with section
32705 of the revised title.

In subsection (e)(2), the words ‘‘The operator may re-
lease only the information necessary’’ are substituted
for ‘““Notwithstanding any provision of paragraphs (1)
through (4), the operator shall release no information
other than what is necessary’” to eliminate unneces-
sary words. The words ‘‘social security account num-
ber”’ are substituted for ‘‘social security number’’ for
consistency with 42:405.

AMENDMENTS

1997—Pub. L. 105-102 amended directory language of
Pub. L. 104-152, §2(c). See 1996 Amendment notes below.
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1996—Pub. L. 104-152, §2(c), as amended by Pub. L.
105-102, substituted ‘‘Motor Vehicle’” for ‘‘Automobile’’
in section catchline.

Subsecs. (a), (b). Pub. L. 104-152, §3(a), which directed
the amendment of this section by striking each ref-
erence to ‘‘Secretary of Transportation’” or ‘Sec-
retary’ and inserting ‘‘Attorney General’”, and Pub. L.
104-152, §3(b), which directed the striking of each ref-
erence to ‘‘Attorney General” and inserting ‘‘Secretary
of Transportation’, were executed simultaneously, to
reflect the probable intent of Congress. See below.

Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 104-152, §3, substituted ‘‘Attor-
ney General shall” for ‘‘Secretary of Transportation
shall”’, ‘‘Attorney General decides’ for ‘‘Secretary de-
cides”’, ‘‘permit the Attorney General’’ for ‘‘permit the
Secretary’’, and ‘‘Attorney General, in consultation
with the Secretary of Transportation’ for ‘‘Secretary,
in consultation with the Attorney General’’.

Pub. L. 104-152, §2(c), as amended by Pub. L. 105-102,
substituted ‘‘National Motor Vehicle Title Information
System’ for ‘‘National Automobile Title Information
System’ in two places.

Pub. L. 104-152, §2(a), substituted ‘‘December 31, 1967
for ““January 31, 1966°".

Subsec. (a)(2). Pub. L. 104-152, §3, substituted ‘‘Sec-
retary of Transportation’ for ‘“Attorney General’’ and
“Attorney General” for ‘“‘Secretary’’.

Subsec. (b). Pub. L. 104-152, §3(a), substituted ‘Attor-
ney General’’ for ‘‘Secretary’’.

Subsec. (f). Pub. L. 104-152, §4, added subsec. (f).

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 105-102, §3(b), Nov. 20, 1997, 111 Stat. 2215, pro-
vided that the amendment made by section 3(b) is effec-
tive July 2, 1996.

Amendment by Pub. L. 105-102 effective as if included
in the provisions of the Act to which the amendment
relates, see section 3(f) of Pub. L. 105-102, set out as a
note under section 106 of this title.

EFFECTIVENESS OF SYSTEM
Section 6(c) of Pub. L. 104-152 provided that: ‘‘The in-
formation system established under section 30502 of
title 49, United States Code, shall be effective as pro-

vided in the rules promulgated by the Attorney Gen-
eral.”

§30503. State participation

(a) STATE INFORMATION.—Each State shall
make titling information maintained by that
State available for use in operating the National
Motor Vehicle Title Information System estab-
lished or designated under section 30502 of this
title.

(b) VERIFICATION CHECKS.—Each State shall es-
tablish a practice of performing an instant title
verification check before issuing a certificate of
title to an individual or entity claiming to have
purchased an automobile from an individual or
entity in another State. The check shall consist
of—

(1) communicating to the operator—

(A) the vehicle identification number of
the automobile for which the certificate of
title is sought;

(B) the name of the State that issued the
most recent certificate of title for the auto-
mobile; and

(C) the name of the individual or entity to
whom the certificate of title was issued; and

(2) giving the operator an opportunity to
communicate to the participating State the
results of a search of the information.

(¢c) GRANTS TO STATES.—(1) In cooperation with
the States and not later than January 1, 1994,
the Attorney General shall—

TITLE 499—TRANSPORTATION

§30503

(A) conduct a review of systems used by the
States to compile and maintain information
about the titling of automobiles; and

(B) determine for each State the cost of
making titling information maintained by
that State available to the operator to meet
the requirements of section 30502(d) of this
title.

(2) The Attorney General may make reason-
able and necessary grants to participating
States to be used in making titling information
maintained by those States available to the op-
erator.

(d) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than Oc-

tober 1, 1998, the Attorney General shall report
to Congress on which States have met the re-
quirements of this section. If a State has not
met the requirements, the Attorney General
shall describe the impediments that have re-
sulted in the State’s failure to meet the require-
ments.
(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 981;
Pub. L. 104-152, §§2(b), (c), 3(a), 6(a), July 2, 1996,
110 Stat. 1384, 1385; Pub. L. 105-102, §3(b), Nov. 20,
1997, 111 Stat. 2215.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

ggggffg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30503(a) ...... 15:2043(a)(1). Oct. 25, 1992, Pub. L. 102-519,
§203, 106 Stat. 3391.
30503(b) ...... 15:2043(a)(2).
30503(C) ...... 15:2043(b).
30503(d) -...... 15:2043(c).

In subsection (a), the words ‘‘for use in operating . . .
established or designated’ are substituted for ‘‘for use
in establishing . . . established” for clarity and for con-
sistency with the source provisions restated in section
30502 of the revised title.

In subsection (b), before clause (1), the words ‘“The
check’ are substituted for ‘‘Such instant title verifica-
tion check” to eliminate unnecessary words. In sub-
clauses (A) and (B), the words ‘‘of the automobile’’ are
substituted for ‘‘of the vehicle’’ for consistency in the
revised chapter.

In subsection (c¢)(1)(B), the words ‘‘section 30502(d) of
this title” are substituted for ‘‘subsection (b)”’ to re-
flect the apparent intent of Congress.

In subsection (¢)(2)(A), before subclause (i), the words
“is not more than the lesser of”’ are substituted for
‘‘does not exceed . . . whichever is lower’’ for clarity.
In subclause (i), the words ‘‘paragraph (1)(B) of this
subsection” are substituted for ‘‘subsection (d)(1)(B)”
to reflect the apparent intent of Congress.

In subsection (¢)(2)(B), the word ‘‘fair’’ is omitted as
being included in ‘‘reasonable’’.

AMENDMENTS

1997—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 105-102 amended directory
language of Pub. L. 104-152, §2(c). See 1996 Amendment
note below.
1996—Subsec. (a). Pub. L. 104-152, §2(c), as amended by
Pub. L. 105-102, substituted ‘‘National Motor Vehicle
Title Information System’ for ‘‘National Automobile
Title Information System”’.
Subsec. (¢)(1). Pub. L. 104-152, §3(a), substituted ‘‘At-
torney General” for ‘‘Secretary of Transportation”.
Subsec. (¢)(2). Pub. L. 104-152, §6(a), amended par. (2)
generally. Prior to amendment, par. (2) read as follows:
““The Secretary may make grants to participating
States to be used in making titling information main-
tained by those States available to the operator if—
‘“(A) the grant to a State is not more than the less-
er of—
‘(i) 25 percent of the cost of making titling infor-
mation maintained by that State available to the
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operator as determined by the Secretary under
paragraph (1)(B) of this subsection; or
‘(i) $300,000; and
‘“(B) the Secretary decides that the grants are rea-
sonable and necessary to establish the System.”’
Subsec. (d). Pub. L. 104-152, §§2(b), 3(a), substituted
“October 1, 1998 for ‘‘January 1, 1997’ and substituted
“Attorney General” for ‘“‘Secretary’’ in two places.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 105-102, §3(b), Nov. 20, 1997, 111 Stat. 2215, pro-
vided that the amendment made by section 3(b) is effec-
tive July 2, 1996.

Amendment by Pub. L. 105-102 effective as if included
in the provisions of the Act to which the amendment
relates, see section 3(f) of Pub. L. 105-102, set out as a
note under section 106 of this title.

§30504. Reporting requirements

(a) JUNK YARD AND SALVAGE YARD OPERA-
TORS.—(1) Beginning at a time established by
the Attorney General that is not sooner than
the 3d month before the establishment or des-
ignation of the National Motor Vehicle Title In-
formation System under section 30502 of this
title, an individual or entity engaged in the
business of operating a junk yard or salvage
yard shall file a monthly report with the opera-
tor of the System. The report shall contain an
inventory of all junk automobiles or salvage
automobiles obtained by the junk yard or sal-
vage yard during the prior month. The inven-
tory shall contain—

(A) the vehicle identification number of each
automobile obtained;

(B) the date on which the automobile was
obtained;

(C) the name of the individual or entity from
whom the automobile was obtained; and

(D) a statement of whether the automobile
was crushed or disposed of for sale or other
purposes.

(2) Paragraph (1) of this subsection does not
apply to an individual or entity—

(A) required by State law to report the ac-
quisition of junk automobiles or salvage auto-
mobiles to State or local authorities if those
authorities make that information available
to the operator; or

(B) issued a verification under section 33110
of this title stating that the automobile or
parts from the automobile are not reported as
stolen.

(b) INSURANCE CARRIERS.—Beginning at a time
established by the Attorney General that is not
sooner than the 3d month before the establish-
ment or designation of the System, an individ-
ual or entity engaged in business as an insur-
ance carrier shall file a monthly report with the
operator. The report may be filed directly or
through a designated agent. The report shall
contain an inventory of all automobiles of the
current model year or any of the 4 prior model
years that the carrier, during the prior month,
has obtained possession of and has decided are
junk automobiles or salvage automobiles. The
inventory shall contain—

(1) the vehicle identification number of each
automobile obtained;

(2) the date on which the automobile was ob-
tained;
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(3) the name of the individual or entity from
whom the automobile was obtained; and

(4) the name of the owner of the automobile
at the time of the filing of the report.

(c) PROCEDURES AND PRACTICES.—The Attorney
General shall establish by regulation procedures
and practices to facilitate reporting in the least
burdensome and costly fashion.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 982;
Pub. L. 104-152, §§2(c), 3(a), July 2, 1996, 110 Stat.
1384; Pub. L. 105-102, §3(b), Nov. 20, 1997, 111 Stat.
2215.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

?ggggg Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30504(a) ...... 15:2044(a). Oct. 25, 1992, Pub. L. 102-519,
§204(a), (b), (d), 106 Stat.
3392, 3393.
30504(b) ...... | 15:2044(Db).
30504(¢) ...... 15:2044(d).

In subsections (a)(1), before clause (A), the words ‘‘Be-
ginning at a time established by the Secretary of
Transportation that is not sooner than the 3d month
before the establishment or designation of”’ are sub-
stituted for ‘“‘Beginning at a time determined by the
Secretary, but no earlier than 3 months prior to the es-
tablishment of” for clarity and consistency with the
source provisions restated in section 30502 of the re-
vised title. The words ‘‘engaged in the business’ are
substituted for ‘‘in the business’ for consistency in the
revised chapter. The words ‘‘junk yard or salvage yard”
are substituted for ‘‘automobile junk yard or auto-
mobile salvage yard’” because of the definitions of
“junk yard” and ‘‘salvage yard’’ in section 30501 of the
revised title. The words ‘‘with the operator of the Sys-
tem’ are substituted for ‘‘with the operator’ for clar-
ity. In clauses (A), (C), and (D), the words ‘‘each auto-
mobile” are substituted for ‘“‘each vehicle’’, and the
words ‘‘the automobile” are substituted for ‘‘the vehi-
cle”’, for consistency in the revised title.

In subsection (a)(2)(B), the word ‘‘automobile’ is sub-
stituted for ‘‘vehicle’’ for consistency in the revised
title.

In subsections (b), before clause (1), the words ‘‘Be-
ginning at a time established by the Secretary that is
not sooner than the 3d month before the establishment
or designation of’ are substituted for ‘‘Beginning at a
time determined by the Secretary, but no earlier than
3 months prior to the establishment of” for clarity and
consistency with the source provisions restated in sec-
tion 30502 of the revised title. In clauses (1), (3), and (4),
the words ‘‘each automobile” are substituted for “‘each
vehicle”’, and the words ‘‘the automobile’” are sub-
stituted for ‘‘the vehicle”, for consistency in the re-
vised title.

AMENDMENTS

1997—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 105-102 amended directory
language of Pub. L. 104-152, §2(c). See 1996 Amendment
note below.

1996—Subsec. (a)(1). Pub. L. 104-152, §3(a), substituted
“Attorney General’ for ‘“‘Secretary of Transportation’.

Pub. L. 104-152, §2(c), as amended by Pub. L. 105-102,
substituted ‘‘National Motor Vehicle Title Information
System” for ‘“National Automobile Title Information
System”.

Subsecs. (b), (c). Pub. L. 104-152, §3(a), substituted
“Attorney General” for ‘‘Secretary’’.

EFFECTIVE DATE OF 1997 AMENDMENT

Pub. L. 105-102, §3(b), Nov. 20, 1997, 111 Stat. 2215, pro-
vided that the amendment made by section 3(b) is effec-
tive July 2, 1996.

Amendment by Pub. L. 105-102 effective as if included
in the provisions of the Act to which the amendment
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relates, see section 3(f) of Pub. L. 105-102, set out as a
note under section 106 of this title.

§ 30505. Penalties and enforcement

(a) PENALTY.—An individual or entity violat-
ing this chapter is liable to the United States
Government for a civil penalty of not more than
$1,000 for each violation.

(b) COLLECTION AND COMPROMISE.—(1) The At-
torney General shall impose a civil penalty
under this section. The Attorney General shall
bring a civil action to collect the penalty. The
Attorney General may compromise the amount
of the penalty. In determining the amount of
the penalty or compromise, the Attorney Gen-
eral shall consider the appropriateness of the
penalty to the size of the business of the individ-
ual or entity charged and the gravity of the vio-
lation.

(2) The Government may deduct the amount of
a civil penalty imposed or compromised under
this section from amounts it owes the individual
or entity liable for the penalty.

(Pub. L. 103-272, §1(e), July 5, 1994, 108 Stat. 983;
Pub. L. 104-152, §3(a), July 2, 1996, 110 Stat. 1384.)

HISTORICAL AND REVISION NOTES

Revised
Section Source (U.S. Code) Source (Statutes at Large)
30505 .......... 15:2044(c). Oct. 25, 1992, Pub. L. 102-519,
§204(c), 106 Stat. 3393.

In subsection (a), the words ‘“‘An individual or entity
violating this chapter is liable to the United States
Government for a civil penalty of”’ are substituted for
“Whoever violates this section may be assessed a civil
penalty of not to exceed’ for clarity and consistency in
the revised title and with other titles of the United
States Code.

In subsection (b), the words ‘‘individual or entity”’
are substituted for ‘‘person’ for clarity and consistency
with the source provisions restated in the revised chap-
ter.

In subsection (b)(1), the words ‘“The Secretary of
Transportation shall impose a civil penalty under this
section. The Attorney General shall bring a civil action
to collect the penalty’ are substituted for ‘“‘Any such
penalty shall be assessed by the Secretary and col-
lected in a civil action brought by the Attorney Gen-
eral of the United States’ for clarity and consistency
in the revised title and with other titles of the Code.

In subsection (b)(2), the words ‘‘penalty imposed or
compromised’ are substituted for ‘‘such penalty, fi-
nally determined, or the amount agreed upon in com-
promise’’, and the words ‘‘liable for the penalty’ are
substituted for ‘‘charged”, for clarity and consistency
in the revised title and other titles of the Code.

AMENDMENTS

1996—Subsec. (b)(1). Pub. L. 104-152 substituted ““At-
torney General shall impose” for ‘‘Secretary of Trans-
portation shall impose”’, ‘‘Attorney General may com-
promise’’ for ‘‘Secretary may compromise’’, and ‘“At-
torney General shall consider’” for ‘‘Secretary shall
consider”’.

PART B—COMMERCIAL

CHAPTER 311—COMMERCIAL MOTOR
VEHICLE SAFETY

SUBCHAPTER I—-GENERAL AUTHORITY AND
STATE GRANTS

Sec.

31100. Purpose.
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Sec.
31101. Definitions.
31102. Grants to States.
31108. United States Government’s share of costs.
31104. Availability of amounts.
31105. Employee protections.
31106. Information systems.
31107. Border enforcement grants.
31108. Motor carrier research and technology pro-
gram.
31109. Performance and registration information
system management.
SUBCHAPTER II—LENGTH AND WIDTH
LIMITATIONS
31111. Length limitations.
31112. Property-carrying unit limitation.
31113. Width limitations.
31114. Access to the Interstate System.
31115. Enforcement.
SUBCHAPTER III—SAFETY REGULATION
31131. Purposes and findings.
31132. Definitions.
31133. General powers of the Secretary of Transpor-
tation.
[31134. Repealed.]
31135. Duties of employers and employees.
31136. United States Government regulations.
31137. Monitoring device and brake maintenance
regulations.
31138. Minimum financial responsibility for trans-
porting passengers.
31139. Minimum financial responsibility for trans-
porting property.
[31140. Repealed.]
31141. Review and preemption of State laws and reg-
ulations.
31142. Inspection of vehicles.
31143. Investigating complaints and protecting com-
plainants.
31144. Safety fitness of owners and operators.
31145. Coordination of Governmental activities and
paperwork.
31146. Relationship to other laws.
31147. Limitations on authority.
31148. Certified motor carrier safety auditors.
31149. Medical program.
31150. Safety performance history screening.
31151. Roadability.
SUBCHAPTER IV—MISCELLANEOUS
31161. International cooperation.

AMENDMENTS

2005—Pub. L. 109-59, title IV, §§4109(b)(2), 4110(b),
4111(b), 4116(e), 4117(b), 4118(b), 4119(b), Aug. 10, 2005, 119
Stat. 1721, 1722, 1724, 1728, 1729, 1732, 1733, substituted
“GENERAL AUTHORITY AND STATE GRANTS” for
“STATE GRANTS AND OTHER COMMERCIAL
MOTOR VEHICLE PROGRAMS” in subchapter I head-
ing, ‘“‘Border enforcement grants’” for ‘‘Contract au-
thority funding for information systems’ in item 31107,
and ‘‘Motor carrier research and technology program’’
for ‘‘Authorization of appropriations’ in item 31108 and
added items 31109 and 31149 to 31151, subchapter IV
heading, and item 31161.

1999—Pub. L. 106-159, title II, §211(b), Dec. 9, 1999, 113
Stat. 1766, added item 31148.

1998—Pub. L. 105-178, title IV, §§4002(b), 4004(d),
4008(c), (d), 4010, June 9, 1998, 112 Stat. 395, 400, 404, 407,
inserted “‘AND OTHER COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHI-
CLE PROGRAMS” after “‘GRANTS” in subchapter I
heading, added item 31100, substituted ‘‘Information
systems’ for ‘‘Commercial motor vehicle information
system program’ in item 31106 and ‘‘Contract author-
ity funding for information systems’ for ‘“Truck and
bus accident grant program’ in item 31107, struck out
items 31134 ‘‘Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Regu-
latory Review Panel” and 31140 ‘‘Submission of State
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